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vet voice I 

Terrorists' forum? 

f| The November article "PETA Gives Ani- 

mals a Voice" is an insult to veterans who 
hunt and keep pets. Why don't you give 
Osama bin Laden a column to answer 
allegations against him? These people are 
B nothing but terrorists, using random acts of 
violence against innocent or unsuspecting people in order to 
achieve a political goal. Do we get to hear from Hamas next? 

- Cornelius J. Carmody, Parkton, Md. 



All God's creatures 

I read your article on animal- 
rights activists and their "scant 
concern for mankind/' It isn't 
thoughts about mankind that have 
haunted me but that appalling and 
pathetic picture you published of 
that unfortunate monkey trapped 
in a gruesome metal box with his 
head sticking through, restrained 
at the neck, brain exposed, with 
three things that look like spark 
plugs attached. That any creature 
must suffer his or her days in such 
a condition is vile. 

I am not a member of People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
and do not agree with violence. 
But for you to link people who 
genuinely care about animals' 
quality of life with terrorism is to 
do many of us a grave injustice. 
No doubt some animal research is 
necessary, but most investigations 
have revealed lax control and 
much abuse. After 30 years of 
dogs and other animals being 
forced to "smoke" the equivalent 
of many times what a heavy 
smoker inhales, do we really need 
more proof that cigarette smoke is 
harmful? Does one more rabbit 
need to have its eyes pried open 
to test cosmetics for some wom- 
an's vanity? 
- Sandra Linderman, Corpus Christi, Texas 

Equal time unnecessary 

I'm appalled that you would mix 
an article about animal-rights 
terrorists with a pro-PETA piece. A 
rat, an ant or a black widow is the 
same as a boy? I may fight for the 
rights and security of my fellow 
Americans at my country's behest, 
but I'll resign my commission the 
day the Army declares that I'm 
also fighting for the "rights" of 



spiders and alley cats. That 
segment had no place in my maga- 
zine. Don't repeat this kind of 
stupidity by giving a forum to 
America's enemies - and if you 
don't think they are, you haven't 
read enough. This is a private 
club. We don't have to give equal 
time to everybody. 

- Douglas H. Mann, Sierra Vista, Ariz. 

No revolutionary 

The completely biased article 
"Animal Rights & Wrongs" 
attempts to label anyone inter- 
ested in, or working for, the 
humane treatment of animals as 
some kind of twisted revolution- 
ary. The statement attributed to 
an FBI official stating that "ani- 
mal activists and radical environ- 
mentalists are the most active 
U.S. -based terrorist group" speaks 
volumes. With the daily headlines 
about al-Qaida, the aftermath of 
Sept. 11 and terrorist sleeper cells, 

WE WANT 
YOUR OPINIONS 

The American Legion Magazine 
welcomes letters concerning 
articles that appear in the 
publication. Be sure to include your 
hometown and a daytime phone 
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All letters are subject to editing. 
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The American Legion Magazine 
P.O. BOX 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

You also can contact us 
directly via e-mail or through 
the World Wide Web: 

magazine@legion.org 
http://www.legion.org 



I'm surprised that people with 
PETA bumper stickers and those 
of us who feed birds and squirrels 
are of such great concern to the 
federal government. Being inter- 
ested in protecting our environ- 
ment and the creatures that 
inhabit it seems like a very 
American activity to me. 

- Bob Zittnan, Roselle, III. 

Boo ... er f 'Moo!' 

Who gives PETA writer Kathy 
Guillermo her information? I read 
the second paragraph of her story 
and wondered who she has ever 
known who has castrated a cow, 
anesthetized or not. 

- Karl Behning, Dubuque, Iowa 

Hallowed ground 

I read the article "A Final 
Resting Place" (November). 
Having spent six weeks as a 
volunteer with the American Red 
Cross at Ground Zero, I can 
identify with the anguish that the 
families of the World Trade Center 
victims must be going through. I 
watched day after day as hope 
dimmed and cold reality set in, 
knowing their loved ones were 
somewhere in that horrible place, 
never to be seen again. 

While I can support with all my 
heart the wishes of Wayne Russo 
and other families, it is doubtful 
anything other than a token 
gesture will be done. Absent this, 
I have always advocated that a 
large memorial, similar to that 
built over the USS Arizona, be 
erected at Fresh Kills. Yes, it 
started out as a "dump," but now 
it is hallowed ground. Such a 
memorial should show the names 
of the victims and be a place for 
families and friends to come for 
all time. It should be designated a 
national monument, with perpet- 
ual care provided by the U.S. Park 
Service. God bless them all. 

- Max Oleson, Mount Horeb, Wis. 

World crisis 

My heartfelt thanks to Sen. 
George Allen and The American 
Legion for "God Giveth, The ICC 
Take th Away" (November). 
America stands on the brink of a 
world crisis, the decisions of 
which could mean the difference 
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between retaining our beloved 
republican form of government or 
falling into the clutches of a 
United Nations that desires to 
usurp the sovereignty of all 
nations. We must protect our 
service personnel. 

- Elmer M. Schneider, Omaha, Neb. 

Thousands saved 

Thanks for a great article on the 
Enola Gay ("Let's Learn From It," 
November). I was 8 years old 
when the atomic bombs were 
dropped on Japan. My big brother 
was in the Pacific with his unit, 
the 11th Airborne, waiting to 
attack the mainland. That bomb 
saved the lives of thousands of 
American soldiers and maybe my 
brother's, too. He's still with us, 
and I wouldn't have traded his life 
for all the Japanese in the world. I 
felt that way as a boy and haven't 
changed my mind yet. 

-John Rieth, Myrtle Point Ore. 

Life in the 'notch' 

I'd like to congratulate Patricia 
Gaul on her accurate and detailed 
article "Notch-Baby Benefits Fall 
Short" (October). The bottom line 
is that after all adjustments and 
studies, the "notch baby" is 
shortchanged hundreds of 
dollars. I certainly hope Gaul's 
message reaches all concerned, 
and I believe The American 
Legion should do everything 
possible to get a bill passed that 
would correct this discrepancy 
while there are still some people 
around to benefit. 

-R. A. Egles, Branford, Fla. 

Clean house 

Do you not find it incongruous 
that in the October issue was one 
article on how well the U.S. 
military has embraced and 
integrated 21st-century technology 
and another article about how the 
Social Security Administration is 
still wandering around in a pre- 
World War II clerical fog? Only 
65,000 employees create this 
amount of blundering. How much 
of the taxpayer's dollar is used to 
further the mess, and how much is 
actually going back to taxpayers? 
If we cleaned house, more than 
enough money would be available 



to cover all of Social Security and 
its SSDI commitments. It wouldn't 
have to deny 60 percent of what 
surely are legitimate claims and 
could respond in a timely fashion. 
-Anthony A. Bullard, Canoga Park, Calif. 

Give SSA a break 

Kent Michaels missed an 
important point in his article 
"Social Security's Dirty Little 
Secret." As a retired career 
employee of the Social Security 
Administration, I dealt with many 
frustrating problems, from 
reduced payments due to the 
"notch" to the lengthy time it 
takes to process a disability 
application. Yes, as Michaels 
writes, the SSDI program has 
processing times that are almost 
criminally long. However, much, 
if not most, of the time taken to 
process applications is not the 
fault of the administration. 

If you get an honest answer 
from those involved in the claims 
process, you'll hear that the 
waiting time is the result of three 
factors: 

■ Processing applications from 
individuals who should not have 
filed, i.e. those who are not totally 
disabled but are required to apply 
because of some other program. 
Private insurance sometimes 
needs a denial before it will pay, 
and some state welfare agencies 
require an application before 
helping an individual. Some 
people actually file because they 
cannot find a job. 

■ The inability to obtain 
medical records from the appli- 
cant's personal physicians in a 
timely manner and/or the need 
for consultative examinations. 

■ The applicant fails to assist by 
completing necessary paperwork 
or providing necessary documen- 
tation in a timely manner. Often 
people delay in filing an appeal 
until the last possible day, when 
they have 60 days from the date of 
a denial letter to appeal. 

I can't tell you how many times 
advocates provided inadequately 
completed applications or failed to 
submit necessary paperwork on 
time. Yet when an application 
takes a long time to process, it's 
always blamed on the SSA when 



many times it isn't the adminis- 
tration's fault. 

- James Maness, Stella, Mo. 

That's amore 

"The Chatty Caddie" (October) 
reminded me of my high-school 
days in Los Angeles during the 
1950s when I caddied at the 
Riviera Country Club on Sunset 
Boulevard. The money was great: 
$5 a bag plus tips. During the 
summer we could carry two bags 
for a morning and another two in 
the afternoon. Great Riviera 
memories include watching Victor 
Mature of "Samson" doing one- 
arm pushups after sinking putts 
and Jim Backus talking in his "Mr. 
Magoo" dialect. One late summer 
afternoon, as I was leaving for 
home, the call came for a caddie. 
As the only one left, I responded. 
The golfer was Dean Martin. He 
wanted to tour the 18 holes by 
himself on a cart and needed a 
caddie to pull the pin at each hole. 
I had to run to keep ahead of him. 
For the whole round, Martin sang, 
"When the moon hits your eye like 
a bigga pizza pie, that's amore." 
-Dennis A. Cavagnaro, Oakland, Calif. 

Push for pensions 

I want to thank the 85th Na- 
tional Convention of The Ameri- 
can Legion for its resolution 
urging Congress to expand 
pension eligibility to veterans 
placed in imminent danger under 
"warlike conditions," which 
includes the Korean peninsula, 
Lebanon, Grenada and Panama. I 
am a retired VA benefits coun- 
selor and field examiner. If I still 
worked, these fine disabled 
veterans would be difficult to face 
and tell them they are not eligible 
for any monetary benefits when 
faced with medical and financial 
hardship. I urge all veterans to 
write to members of Congress in 
support of this cause. 

-John J. Peters, Huntington, W.Va. 

Correction: In the December 
interview with Dr. Norbert 
Vollertsen, "For the Children," 
the president of South Korea 
should have been identified as 
Roh Moo-hyun. The error was 
not Vollertsen's. 
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Unsatisfactory compromise 
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Chase Studios 

Dividing 
veterans 
into classes 
won't end 
the disabled 
veterans 
tax. 
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Two U.S. troops are on guard duty in 
frigid conditions. During the course of 
duty, each develops frostbite that results in 
the loss of a leg below the knee. Under 
2002 Department of Veterans Affairs rates, 
each would each receive a VA disability 
rating of 40 percent and monthly pay- 
ments of approximately $439. 

That's where the fairness ends. 

One of the servicemembers, serving in 
the DMZ in Korea, will receive disability 
payments tax-free for life. 

The other, serving in Minot, N.D., and 
already having put 20 years into a military 
career, is punished with a retirement 
pension now reduced by the amount of 
the disability compensation. How can 
this happen? 

Most disabled military retirees are taxed 
one dollar out of their retirement pay for 
every dollar they receive in disability 
compensation. 

H.R. 303, authored by Rep. Michael 
Bilirakis, R-Fla., and cosponsored by 375 
other members of the House, called for 
repealing the disabled veterans tax for 
veterans with VA disability ratings. The 
House also voted 391-0 to instruct its 
conferees to immediately accept the Senate 
version of the fiscal 2004 Defense Authori- 
zation Act conference report that served as 
a companion piece to the House legislation 
also calling for full concurrent receipt. 

Support for the bill ended there, as it has 
in the past, when opposition by White 
House senior advisers urged against 
ending the unfair tax on disabled military 
retirees. Rather than putting H.R. 303 to a 
vote, a compromise was reached - at the 
urging of House Speaker Dennis Hastert, 
R-I1L, and Majority Leader Tom DeLay, R- 
Texas - that instead would phase in 
partial concurrent receipt over the next 10 
years, shorting thousands of veterans. 

Under the new plan, some retirees would 
receive all of their military retirement 
without the disability tax. Some would 
receive only a portion of their military 
retirement without the offset because they 
do not qualify under the rules for Combat- 
Related Special Compensation (CRSC). 
Others rated 50 percent or higher would 
receive all of their taxable benefits phased 
in during a 10-year period. But those rated 
at less than 50 percent would still be 
subject to the tax. 

To add insult to injury, veterans would 
have to prove their disabilities are combat- 
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related and fall under the rules. 

Under CRSC, each branch of the armed 
services has created its own review board to 
second-guess each VA disability rating. This 
duplicative process is already facing signifi- 
cant backlogs and a number of appeals. 

I don't understand distinguishing 
between combat-related and noncombat- 
related disabilities. When I was a U.S. 
Army Ranger, I never felt I had a "day off." 
At any given time I was subject to being 
recalled to some form of duty that could 
put my life in peril. Military service is a 
24-7-365 job. 

Under this compromise, a Veterans' 
Disability Benefits Commission would be 
established to study the disability and 
death compensation and assistance 
provided to veterans and their survivors to 
evaluate the appropriateness of the type 
and level of benefits and the standards 
under which they are awarded. 

But we already have House and Senate 
Veterans' Affairs committees to provide 
this congressional oversight. We also have 
a Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims to 
provide judicial review. What will this 
commission do that is different from what 
we already have in place? Appointing a 
new commission simply complicates 
matters even further. 

The intent of the plan is to reduce 
spending on veterans. Every single 
senator and representative with whom I've 
spoken admits the current law is not fair, 
but they always qualify that by saying we 
can't afford it. Bringing an end to the 
disabled veterans tax would cost an 
estimated $58 billion over a 10-year 
period. This new plan would cost 
$23 billion over the same period of time. 
Bottom line: an injustice now will still be 
an injustice 10 years from now. 

It's not satisfactory, and it's not fair. 

Since I spoke before a joint session of 
the House and Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committees on Capitol Hill in September, 
I have said that The American Legion will 
always be willing to work with Congress 
on issues like the disabled veterans tax 
- provided we take steps in a positive 
direction. This is a step in the right 
direction, but on this issue, compromise 
doesn't cut it. Nothing but the complete 
repeal of this tax is satisfactory. We want 
full concurrent receipt for all disabled 
military retirees, regardless of their 
combat experience. 
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big issues 



Restrict access to abortion drug 



SUPPORT 




Rep. David Vitter 

R-La. 



Regardless of how you feel 
about abortion or RU-486, we 
should all be able to agree that 
the lives and health of women 
taking the drug should not be 
endangered. 

The recent, tragic death of a 
young woman in California - 
the second in the United States 
caused by RU-486 - illustrates 
why my "RU-486 Patient Health and Safety Protec- 
tion Act" is so important. 

When the Food and Drug Administration 
approved RU-486, political pressure caused it to 
weaken the safety protections. My bill simply 

restores the originally 
proposed health and 
safety guidelines, many 
of which are in place in 
Britain and France - the 
countries with the most 
experience with this 
dangerous drug. In fact, 
after one death and two 
near-fatal cardiac 
arrests, France prohib- 
ited the use of RU-486 by women older than 35 and 
by smokers. Inexplicably, our FDA did not even 
issue precautions for these risk categories. 

I have little doubt that women taking RU-486 
would want their doctor to be properly trained 
about abortion, able to read sonograms, handle the 
complications from an incomplete abortion and 
have hospital-admitting privileges in case of 
emergency. These are the common-sense protec- 
tions my bill requires. 

Approximately 8 percent of women in U.S. clinical 
trials for RU-486 had an incomplete abortion, and 
incompletion rates increase dramatically after 
seven weeks. An incomplete abortion is potentially 
fatal. Also, RU-486 is ineffective on ectopic preg- 
nancies, causing tremendous severe side effects in 
those cases. 

The bill also requires doctors administering RU- 
486 have admitting privileges at a hospital within 
an hour of their offices to 



I hope activists on 
both sides of the 
debate could 
accept reasonable 
patient protections 
for women. 



Rep. Diana DeGette 

D-COIO. 



OPPOSE 




In 1973 the Supreme Court 
legalized a woman's right to 
control her own reproductive 
health. Since then, opponents 
of a woman's right to choose 
have been working to try to 
roll back that decision. Con- 
sider the attacks on the drug 
mifepristone. 

Formerly known as RU-486, 
mifepristone allows women to have safe, private 
and non-surgical abortions early in their pregnan- 
cy. This is particularly important in areas such as 
military bases or foreign countries where women 
may not have access to safe surgical abortions. 

Mifepristone has been 
proven to be safe. By the 
time the Food and Drug 
Administration approved 
it for use here, hundreds 
of thousands of Euro- 
pean women had used it 
safely for more than a 
decade. More than 8,000 
women in the United 
States were involved in 
clinical trials. Less than 0.5 percent of them 
required additional medical treatment after using 
the drug. 

Many of the women involved in the trials said 
they find the option of what is commonly referred 
to as a "medical" abortion safer, more private and 
less invasive than a surgical abortion. A woman's 
personal physician can administer the drug. 

Unfortunately, anti-choice legislators are doing 
all they can to restrict the availability of mifepris- 
tone. Their claims that FDA approval was rushed 
and that the drug endangers women have abso- 
lutely no factual basis. Their goal is simply to 
severely restrict women's access to mifepristone 
and to essentially overturn the FDA's decision. 

The misnamed "RU-486 Patient Health and Safety 
Protection Act" is an example of this effort. This 
proposal has nothing to do with protecting patients. 
It is about restricting women's access to mifepris- 
tone. This would set a 



This proposal has 
nothing to do with 
protecting patients. 
It is about restricting 
women's access 
to mifepristone. 



facilitate treatment in the 
event of complications. 

I am 100 percent pro-life 
and oppose abortion. But 
I hope activists on both 
sides of the debate could 
accept reasonable patient 
protections for women. 

Sadly, RU-486 takes a 
life. It shouldn't take two. 



YOUR OPINIONS COUNT 

Senators and representatives are interested in constituent 
viewpoints. You may express your views in writing at the 
following addresses: 

The Honorable (name) The Honorable (name) 
U.S. Senate House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 224-3121 Phone: (202) 225-3121 



very dangerous precedent 
by imposing draconian 
congressional restrictions 
on the distribution of a 
drug already approved by 
the FDA. 

American women have 
the right to have access to 
a safe and effective drug 
approved by the FDA. 
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Remember The Days When You Could Buy A Pickle For A Penny! 

Heinz® Delivery Trucks 



Pickup 
Truck 




Features 

• Opening Door & Hood 

• Authentic Hein^ Logos 

• Factory-Baked Enamel Finish 

• And Much More. 




irking Hand-Crank 
recision Die-Cast Replicas 



1931 Ford Model A 
Open Cab 
Delivery Van 



r l:32 Scale 
6" Long 

Same features as the 1925 Pickup! 



Built By Ford®- 
Bottled By 
Heinz® 



© 2004 The National Motor Museum Mint, 22 South Smith St, Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 



Pickle Barrels Included 
in Pickup Truck's Bed 



Presenting The Heinz-57 Tickle Fleet' Of Over 70 Years Ago 

These are the trucks that made Pittsburgh, Pa. the pickle 
capitol of the world. Original Heinz 57 "Deli On Wheels" — 
so far ahead of the field, their competitors are still trying to 
"ketch up". Classic treasures from the past that are among 
the most impossible-to-find and highly prized collectibles 
from the Prohibition Era. And now over 70 years after they 
were retired from service, finally authorized for release by 
Ford® and Heinz®, as a special collector's edition you'll 'rel- 
ish' for years to come. 



Your Satisfaction 
Our Guarantee 

Authentic die-cast col- 
lectibles of this bygone 
era normally sell for 
around $30.00...if you 
are lucky enough to 
find them. But under 
the terms of our 
license, we are author- 
ized to offer these 
treasured classics at a 
special price of just 
$10.00 each. Your 
Satisfaction is guaran- 
teed or your money is 
refunded in full (less 
p&h). So ACT NOW! 



National Motor Museum Mint, Dept HNZAOl-AL 
22 South Smith St., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 

Please send me the following 'Heinz Truck(s)' on 
your money-back guarantee (less p&h). 

□ One 'Heinz Truck' Only $10 each 
□ 1925 Pickup □ 1931 Model A Van 

□ SAVE! Complete Set (Both Trucks) Only $20 

□ BEST OFFER: Two sets (4 Trucks) Only $40 
Add $5 p&h no matter how many you order 

(CT residents please add 6% sales tax) 

Enclosed is $ check or money order. 

OR Charge it: □ Visa □ Mastercard □ Amex □ Disc. 

Acct# Exp. 

Name 

Address 

City 



State 



_Zip _ 



Email Address _ 
Daytime Phone . 



The Greatest of All Classic Lincolns 



1932 Lincoln™ Dual Cowl 
Sport Phaeton 



Ford Leaps for the Stars 

In 1932 the Depression had sunk car 
sales to pre-WWI levels and over 12 million peo- 
ple were unemployed. Edsel Ford, President of the Lincoln division, saw 
sales opportunity at the top end of the market. Correctly figur- 
ing luxury cars like Pierce-Arrow and Duesenberg would not 
survive, Lincoln developed the new luxurious "KB" series- 
featuring a massive 447 cubic 
inch V-12 engine and an 
enormous 145-inch 
wheelbase. 



Weighing well over 2 tons, costing more than the 
average house, and with bodies built by the great 
coach makers at the Walter Murphy Co., only 30 Sport 
Phaetons and 3 Sports Roadsters were produced in 1932, 
but they helped Lincoln gain its place as one of America's 

premier luxury 

m 





auto marques. 



National Motor 
Museum Mint 
Exclusive — 
Never Before 
Offered in 



• Precision 
Die-Cast 
Replica 

• Scale 1:32 
7" Long 

Doors and 
Hood Open 



Officially Licensed and Certified 

Your official Certificate of Authenticity is just 
the final proof that your 1932 Lincoln has been 

hand-assembled to the actual specifications. 
From the famous greyhound hood ornament, to 
wire wheels, dual side spare tires, and detailed 
V-12 engines, these "Pearls of the Depression" 
will prove to be the highlight of any collection 

and great gifts for any car lover. ACT NOW! 



1932 Lincoln 
Sport Roadster 



Doors, Hood and Rumble Seat Open 



visit our website AT: www.motormint.com 



© 2004 The National Motor Museum Mint,™ 22 South Smith St., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 



National Motor Museum Mint, Dept. LSPA-01-AL 
22 South Smith St., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 

Please send me the following on your money-back 
guarantee (less p&h). 

□ One 1932 Lincoln only $10 each 
□ Lincoln Sport Phaeton □ Lincoln Sport Roadster 

□ SAVE! One Set '1932 lincolns' (1 of each) only $20 

□ BEST OFFER: Two Sets 4 '1932 Lincolns' only $40 
Add $5 p&h no matter how many you order 

(CT residents please add 6% Sales Tax) 

Enclosed is $ check or money order 

OR Charge it: □ Visa □ MasterCard QAmex □ Disc. 

Acct # Exp. 

Name 

Address 

City 



State 



_Zip_ 



E-mail address: . 
Daytime Phone_ 



interview 



Hollywood superstar isn't afraid 
to put faith on the silver screen. 

BY MICHAEL MEDVED 

#el Gibson's public image has gone through a dizzy- 
ing series of transformations: from Aussie to all- 
American, lethal weapon to loving father, "Mad 
Max" to "Maverick," action hero to artistic auteur, party 
animal to patriot. 

Now, with his controversial new project about the last 
12 hours in the life of Jesus Christ, he risks unprecedented 
damage to his international reputation and pre-emptive 
denunciation as a religious fanatic, uncompromising zealot 
and even a hatemonger. The New Republic, in headlining 
one scathing article about the film "The Passion of Christ," 
labeled the embattled director as "Mad Mel." Among those 
of us who have actually seen the new film, however, most 
would view Gibson in a fresh light as a holy visionary, 
assured cinematic craftsman and supremely courageous 
artist at the peak of his powers. 



For all the conflicting imagery 
surrounding the director and star, 
the essential elements of his work 
- and work ethic - have remained 
unchanged for nearly 30 years. As 
an actor and a filmmaker, Gibson, 
47, has always combined crowd- 
pleasing electricity and charisma 
with challenging substance, often 
taking on difficult projects that 
would deter his fellow box-office 
titans. More than a decade prior 
to an all-consuming commitment 
to his movie about Christ, Gibson 
provoked smirking skepticism in 
1990 with a big-screen version of 
"Hamlet" that earned unexpected 
critical and commercial success. 
He also has defied Hollywood 
convention by remaining married 
to the same woman - his only 



wife - for 23 years. With public- 
ity-shy former dental nurse Robyn 
Moore, Gibson has fathered seven 
children, declaring that "the job 
of being a dad is somewhere 
between camp counselor and 
military commander." 

He achieved initial fame in 
Australian films - particularly 
the "Mad Max" series and the 
elegiac, antiwar World War I 
epic, "Galipolli" - Gibson is a 
New York native, born in Peek- 
skill, the sixth of 11 children. His 
father, Hutton Gibson, is a 
devout Catholic who once 
studied for the priesthood but 
abandoned his plans after he 
enlisted to fight in World War II. 
He earned a Purple Heart during 
the ferocious battle of Guadalca- 
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nal. After the war, the older 
Gibson worked as a railroad 
brakeman until an injury placed 
him on disability and allowed 
him to pursue his avid literary 
and historical interests. Despite a 
lack of formal education, Mel's 
father went on the TV game 
show "Jeopardy!" in 1968 and 
won $25,000 - a huge sum at the 
time. With the winnings, he 
moved the crowded family - 
including 12-year-old Mel - to 
Australia, his wife's homeland. 

According to some press 
accounts over the years, the real 
motivation for Hutton Gibson's 
decision to relocate was to 
protect his older sons from the 
Vietnam-era draft, but Mel 
strenuously denies such reports, 
insisting that by the time he had 
reached draft age America's 
involvement in the war had 
already ended. 

This freed him to study 
drama at the National Institute 
of Dramatic Art in Sydney - 
a school he rewarded last year 
with a $1 million donation, by 
far the largest gift in its history. 
He won a few Australian TV 
roles in his early 20s, then his 
first movie part in "Tim" at age 
23. He achieved overnight 
stardom with the post-apocalyp- 
tic, hyper-violent thriller "Mad 
Max" a few months later. Even at 
the earliest stages of his career, 
Gibson balanced the strictly 
commercial projects with more 
adventurous and artistic fare, 
including "The Year of Living 
Dangerously." His role as shell- 
shocked L.A. cop Martin Riggs 
in the enormously successful 
"Lethal Weapon" series estab- 
lished his status as a first-rate 
box-office star, while his second 
directing venture, "Braveheart," 
earned him best-director and 
best-picture Oscars in 1995. 

By this time, however, Gibson 
had entered a period of depres- 
sion and self-doubt that eventu- 
ally resulted in a spiritual 




Mel Gibson directs Jim Caviezel as Jesus Christ on location in Italy. 

Philippe Antonello/lcon Productions 



turning point. "You can get 
pretty wounded along the way," 
he told The New Yorker maga- 
zine, "and I was kind of out 
there. I got to a very desperate 
place . . . and I just hit my knees. 
And I had to use the passion of 
Christ and wounds to heal my 
wounds. And I've been meditat- 
ing on it for 12 years." 

He returned to his faith with 
zeal and commitment, amazing 
his co-workers by beginning 
every morning on his movie sets 
with Mass. His projects also took 
on a new sense of purpose, 
though Gibson denies any 
conscious connection between 
their new religious, pro-Ameri- 
can orientation and his personal 
spiritual renewal. In the 2000 
"The Patriot," Gibson played a 
colonial father of seven who 
becomes a reluctant leader in the 
American Revolution during the 



bitter guerrilla warfare in South 
Carolina. 

Gibson followed up this 
success with an even more 
ambitious war film: "We Were 
Soldiers," about the devastating 
and heroic 1965 battle in the la 
Drang "Valley of Death." Playing 
Lt. Col. Hal Moore, Gibson saw 
the project as a much-needed and 
less cynical correction to such 
previous Hollywood treatments 
of the Vietnam War as "Full 
Metal Jacket" and "Platoon." At 
the 2002 release of the emotion- 
ally wrenching film, Gibson said, 
"There's no drug-taking, baby- 
killing guys, but this was true to 
the experiences of the guys who 
were there." 

In his other 2002 hit film, 
Gibson played a former Episcopal 
priest struggling to regain his 
faith in the eerie, alien-invasion 
thriller "Signs." The moving 
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spiritual themes in that science- 
fiction epic only hint at the 
religious depth of "The Passion of 
Christ," scheduled for release in 
February. The film represents 
Gibson's first venture as director 
of a film in which he never 
appears. His commitment to the 
project led him to devote $25 
million of his own company's 
resources to an uncompromising 
production with no designated 
distributor. 

In order to avoid the stilted, 
artificial dialogue of most biblical 
films, and to emphasize the 
distance between Christ's world 
and our own, Gibson worked 
with linguistic scholars to 
translate his original script into 
Aramaic and Latin - languages 
actually used in first-century 
Judea. This works brilliantly, 
providing authenticity, intimacy 
and exoticism. At one point, 



Gibson publicly flirted with the 
idea of releasing his movie 
without subtitles, but cooler 
heads have so far prevailed, 
making the lines - many of them 
lifted directly from the Gospels - 
lyrical and eloquent, even for 
those who know nothing of the 
ancient languages. 

During production in Italy, the 
first high-profile condemnation of 
the project appeared in The New 
York Times Magazine. Christopher 
Noxon, a writer with an admitted 
grudge against Gibson and his 85- 
year-old father, wrote of the 
Gibson family's commitment to 
traditional Catholicism. He 
highlighted some of the uncon- 
ventional, occasionally outra- 
geous views of the still-energetic 
old man - including his belief 
that the hijacked planes of Sept. 
11 had been remote-controlled by 
conspiratorial forces on the 
ground, and that the figure of 
6 million Jews murdered in the 
Holocaust is exaggerated. 

Inevitably, this article led to 
horrified press reports that 
Gibson's father was a "Holocaust 
denier" - a charge that both 
Gibsons energetically deny - and 
gave credence to suspicions that 
the unfinished film had an anti- 
Semitic agenda. The Anti- 
Defamation League, the world's 
most prominent watchdog group 
in combating anti-Semitism, 
received an early, rough and 
unauthorized copy of Gibson's 
script and assembled a group of 
scholars which angrily con- 
demned it. For the Gibson camp, 
this unsolicited review of a stolen 
draft was neither helpful nor 
constructive. 

The unfair and increasingly 
hysterical attacks on Gibson, 
often ridiculing or defaming his 
personal faith, only engaged his 
combative spirit. While he made 
minor adjustments in the 
editing process to avoid unnec- 
essary offense to the Jewish 
community, he refused to 



abrogate the integrity of the 
project he had so lovingly 
shepherded to completion. 

As an observant Jew and 
longtime synagogue president, 
I've met with Gibson and his 
partners and seen a recent edit 
of the film. After watching the 
movie, I find it difficult to 
understand the hostility from 
some Jewish organizations. 
While faithfully following 
Gospel accounts that show clear 
culpability of Judean authorities 
in the persecution of Jesus, the 
movie also goes to great lengths 
to emphasize the Jewish identity 
of Christ (played on film by 
James Caviezel of "The Thin Red 
Line"), his mother Mary and 
disciples. I also have suggested, 
on my syndicated radio show 
and in numerous television 
appearances connected with the 
film, that political motivations 
might play some role in the 
ongoing campaign to discredit 
Gibson and his vision. The Anti- 
Defamation League and other 
groups speaking for the Jewish 
establishment express a predom- 
inantly liberal perspective and 
look askance at the growing 
alliance between committed 
Jews and conservative Chris- 
tians. Attempts to frighten the 
Jewish community over the 
alleged anti-Semitism in the film 
could serve to divide Jewish 
Americans from devout Christ- 
ians (and impassioned support- 
ers of Israel) who are most likely 
to embrace the project. 

In the midst of the charges 
and counter-charges, Frank Rich 
of The New York Times even 
claimed that Gibson deliberately 
engineered the blazing contro- 
versy as a means of publicizing 
the pictures - a suggestion 
ludicrous to those of us who have 
seen firsthand Gibson's anguish 
over the attacks on his character 
and intentions. I caught up with 
the beleaguered but determined 
filmmaker in mid-October. 
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Director of photography Caleb Deschanel, left, and director Mel Gibson gaze across the set of 
their controversial film, "The Passion of Christ." The movie, says the star of such blockbusters 
as "Braveheart" and "Lethal Weapon," is "a big gamble." Philippe Antoneiio/icon productions 



MM: How would you explain all 
the attacks on "The Passion of 
Christ"? 

MG: I think any time you 
approach this subject matter, it's 
going to be controversial. I didn't 
realize it would be so vicious, 
though. As soon as I announced 
I was doing it, people were 
opposed. Not everybody's going 
to like it, but that's OK. I'm ready 
for that. It's done in the right 
spirit, and that's what counts. 
It's a film that's meant to inspire, 
not offend. 

MM: Do you believe the contro- 
versy over the film has damaged 
your standing in Hollywood? 
MG: This has been a big gamble 
for me. I've sort of thrown it all 
out there. I think it's a story that 
most people in the world know - 
maybe not intimately, but they 
know of it, at least on a very 
superficial level. I'm hopeful that 
people will be drawn to it. 



MM: It's not your normal formula 
for a blockbuster, is it? 
MG: No, it's not an easy film to 
watch. It's difficult, but Christ's 
passion was difficult. But I find 
that in watching his sacrifice, it 
somehow heals me. It's a strange 
thing. I've never experienced a 
film like it. It's different, and 
perhaps because it's so different, 
everyone will go and see it. 

MM: What sort of feedback have 
you received from your friends in 
the industry? 

MG: A lot of encouragement, 
actually. They're intrigued. 
People I've worked with for years 
have said, "Yeah, go for it." They 
may not totally agree with me, 
but I think they're going to get 
something from this on some 
level. Yeah, it's an odd town. 
Hollywood's often referred to as 
"Sin City," but I'm just as guilty 
as anybody here. I've got just as 
many weaknesses as the next 



guy, so it's certainly not about 
judging anyone here or pointing 
fingers. I wouldn't do that. It's 
too easy to be judged myself. 

"The Passion" is definitely 
strange fare for Hollywood, but 
that's OK. We're here to do the 
unexpected, to stir things up. 
And it's doing that. 

This is a story that has always 
stirred things up. It has inspired 
art, culture, behavior, govern- 
ments, kingdoms, countries - it 
has influenced the world in more 
ways than we can imagine. 
Believers and nonbelievers alike, 
we have all been affected by it. 

MM: How do you connect 
"The Passion of Christ" to the 
challenges of today? 
MG: I think the world is in a 
state of turmoil, and that's when 
people start going back to 
something higher to fill a void in 
their souls. My hope is that this 
movie will affect people on a 
very profound level and reach 
them with a message of faith and 
courage and sacrifice. Christ 
spoke of hope, love and forgive- 
ness. And these are things we 
need to hear about again. He 
forgave, even as he was tortured 
and killed. That's the ultimate 
example of love. 

MM: What do you hope to gain? 
MG: Hey, I just want a pat on the 
head from the man upstairs, 
that's all. That's it. I think that I 
was as faithful as I could possibly 
be to the story as it's related in 
the Gospels, and hopefully I've 
done work that's pleasing to the 
Almighty. That's really it. And if 
even just a few people get some- 
thing big from this, it's great. If it 
changes peoples' hearts - I'm 
hoping that it will have the power 
to do that." C| 

Michael Medved is a film critic and 
former host of PBS' "Sneak Pre- 
views" He hosts a syndicated radio 
talk show and is author of the best- 
seller "Hollywood vs. America." 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 
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Tor collectors, mechanical 
watches are tiny pieces of art 
they can wear." 

'It's the complications that 
can have the biggest impact 
on price." 

— Business Week, July 2003 




Eighty two years ago, a small watch- 
maker in Europe created a legendary 
watch. He invented the first watch with 
an automatic mechanical movement. These 
innovative movements required no batteries 
and never needed to be manually wound. 
Only seven of these ultra-rare watches were 
ever made and we've only actually seen one 
surviving masterpiece in a watch history 
book. We were fascinated with the complex 
functions of this historical timepiece. 
Production of this design did not survive the 
crash of 1929. Watch production plunged as 
did the economy. As we researched 1920's 
chronographs from Switzerland, we found 
that these mechanical marvels are now high- 
ly prized by today's collectors. One leading 
auction house recently sold an exquisite 1929 
mechanical Chronograph for $1,487,000. 
Inspired by that brilliant design, our Stauer 
Meisterzeit has been painstakingly handcraft- 
ed to the demanding standards of vintage 
watch collectors. 
It's Complicated. 

Every interior dial has been carefully engi- 
neered to replicate the "complications" of 



the earliest chronographs. Two interior dials 
display day and month. A rare third dial 
depicts the sun and the stars on a 24-hour 
clock. The 21 -jewel mechanical movement 
utilizes an automatic self-winding mechanism 
inspired by a patent from 1923. Thus this 
watch never needs batteries and never needs 
to be manually wound. It's powered by the 
movement of the body. 
A Masterpiece for only $199... How is 
that possible? 

We revere what has come before. Classic cars, 
fine antiques, paintings of the old masters — 
but we absolutely hate to pay retail. Stauer 
doesn't waste your money on Polo match 
sponsorships or high priced celebrity 
endorsements. And since Stauer is selling this 
vintage chronograph directly to you, there are 
no Park Avenue jewelry store rents. We know 
that you are a smart collector, smart enough 
to want the best and still keep most of your 
money in your wallet and not on your wrist. 
This limited edition Stauer Meisterzeit allows 
you to wear a watch far more exclusive than 
most new "upscale" models. 
Here is your chance to claim a piece of 



watchmaking history in a rare design that is 
priced to wear everyday. The watch comes 
with our 30-day no questions asked money 
back guarantee. If you are not completely 
satisfied, simply return it for a full refund of 
the purchase price. This offer might not reap- 
pear for another 80 years. 

Not Available in Stores 

Call now to take advantage of this 
limited offer. 

Stauer Meisterzeit j>29S£ $199 +S&H. 

800-859-6540 

Promotional Code SMT187-09 

Please mention this when you call. 

To order by mail, please call for details. 

Suuer 

14101 Southcross Drive W. 
Dept. SMT187-09 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 



For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a 



day 800-859-6540 E3 — 1 ^1 



Visit us online at www.Stauer.com for the complete line of Stauer Watches, Jewelry and Collectibles 
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Like any other election year, plenty of labels will be tossed around in 
2004. Washington wags will size up a candidate's entire philosophy with a 
single word. Conservative. Liberal. Left. Right. Republican. Democrat. 
Voters can easily determine party affiliation by reading the ballots, but 
discerning who is conservative and who is liberal often requires more 
circumspection. The American Legion Magazine asked self-proclaimed 
conservative author Dinesh D'Souza and liberal columnist E.J. Dionne Jr. 
to help sort out the differences. 
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Conservatives, 
liberals in tug of 
war over what's 
best for society. 



In defense of conservatism 



BY DINESH D'SOUZA 

For the past quarter century, 
conservatism has been 
identified with two presi- 
dents who have raised its banner: 
Ronald Reagan and George W. 
Bush. Thanks to Reagan and 
Bush, we associate conservatism 
with specific policy initiatives: 
tax cuts, anticommunism, the 
war on terror, restrictions on 
abortion and affirmative action, 
and so on. To understand conser- 
vatism, the well of ideas from 
which these policy proposals 
spring, one has to step back a bit 
and view the political landscape 
more broadly. 

Many people - liberals in 
particular - identify conserva- 
tism with a blind adherence to 
the past, or a reactionary resis- 
tance to new ideas. This descrip- 
tion does apply to conservatism 
of a certain sort, but not to 
modern American conservatism. 



Modern American conservatism 
is very different from European 
conservatism, or from conserva- 
tism traditionally understood. 
Ours is not the "throne-and- 
altar" conservatism that once 
defined European conservatism 
and that is still characteristic of 
many Europeans on the right. 
These conservatives were true 
reactionaries. They sought to 
preserve the old regime and the 
prerogatives of king and church. 
They were mindlessly opposed to 
new ideas, including modern 
science, modern capitalism and 
modern democracy. 

American conservatives are 
different because America is a 
revolutionary nation. For the 
founders, the old regime was the 
world they left in Europe. Ours is 
a country founded by a group of 
men sitting around a table in 
Philadelphia and deciding to 
establish a "new order for the 



ages." Being a conservative in 
America means conserving the 
principles of the American 
revolution. (One of the most 
conservative groups in America 
calls itself the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.) Paradoxi- 
cally, American conservatism 
seeks to conserve a certain kind 
of liberalism! 

Old vs. New Liberalism. The 

American founders were commit- 
ted to three types of freedom: 
economic freedom, political 
freedom, and freedom of speech 
and religion. In their classical 
liberal view, freedom meant 
limiting the power of govern- 
ment, thus increasing the scope 
for individual and private action. 
Conservatives today remain 
dedicated to this goal: they are 
fighting to uphold the classical 
liberalism of the founding fathers 
from assault ^ see conservatism page 20 



In defense of liberalism 



BY E.J. DIONNE JR. 

What is a liberal, anyway? 
John F. Kennedy 
grappled with this 
question as much as anyone - and 
he was never sure he was a liberal. 
When he first ran for Congress in 
1946, he described himself as a 
"fighting conservative." 

When he ran for president, 
however, Kennedy received the 
endorsement of the New York 
State Liberal Party. Under New 
York's unusual election rules, 
small parties get on the ballot 
easily and can either run their 
own candidates or endorse those 
of another party. The Liberals 
usually endorsed Democrats. In 
1960, they went with Kennedy, a 
World War II veteran who 
commanded the patrol boat PT- 
109. He gave a rousing speech to 
a Liberal Party gathering. 

"What do our opponents mean 
when they apply to us the label 



'liberal?'" Kennedy asked. "If by 
'liberal' they mean, as they want 
people to believe, someone who is 
soft in his policies abroad, who is 
against local government and 
who is unconcerned with the 
taxpayer's dollar, then the record 
of this party and its members 
demonstrate that we are not that 
kind of 'liberal.'" 

"But," Kennedy went on, "if by 
a 'liberal' they mean someone 
who looks ahead and not behind, 
someone who welcomes new 
ideas without rigid reactions, 
someone who cares about the 
welfare of the people - their 
health, their housing, their 
schools, their jobs, their civil 
rights and their civil liberties - 
someone who believes that we 
can break through the stalemate 
and suspicions that grip us in our 
policies abroad, if that is what 
they mean by a 'liberal,' then I'm 
proud to say that I'm a 'liberal.'" 



No one better demonstrated the 
convolutions of the label game 
better than Kennedy. Labels 
mean what partisans want them 
to mean, and the great word 
"liberal" has, over the past two 
decades, largely been defined by 
its enemies. 

The L-Word. At one time, every- 
one - including conservatives - 
wanted to grab the L-word. Both 
Barry Goldwater and the great 
conservative Senate leader Robert 
Taft argued that anti-government 
conservatives were true liberals 
in the word's original meaning, 
because they favored limits on 
government. "Liberal," after all, 
is derived from "liberty," and no 
American opposes that. To many 
historians it is odd that the word 
"liberal" has become as unpopu- 
lar as polls suggest. The roots of 
liberalism lie in a rejection of 
absolute ^> see liberalism page 22 
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[conservatism] by 

liberalism of a different sort. 

Classical liberalism, however, 
does not wholly define modern 
American conservatism. There is 
an added element: a concern with 
social and civic virtue. The term 
"virtue" has become a bad word 
in some quarters of American 
life. (It is especially unpopular 
with the chronically wicked and 
depraved). Young people, espe- 
cially, tend to associate it with 
finger-wagging and with people 
who tell you how to live your life. 
This is a narrow view of virtue; it 
applies only to what it is good to 
do, rather than what it is good to 
be and what it is good to love. 

The conservative virtues are 
many: civility, patriotism, nation- 
al unity, a sense of local commu- 
nity, an attachment to family, and 
a belief in merit, in just desserts 
and in personal responsibility for 
one's actions. For many conserva- 
tives, the idea of virtue cannot be 
separated from the idea of God. 
But it is not necessary to believe 
in God to be a conservative. What 
unifies most conservatives is the 
belief that there are moral 
standards in the universe, and 
that living up to them is the best 
way to have a full and happy life. 

Conservatives recognize, of 
course, that people frequently 
fall short of these standards. In 
their personal conduct, conserva- 
tives do not claim to be better 
than anyone else. Former Repub- 
lican House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich was carrying on an 
affair at the same time that 
former President Clinton was 
romancing Monica Lewinsky. 
Moralist Bill Bennett has lost 
millions of dollars gambling. But 
for conservatives, these lapses do 
not provide an excuse to get rid 
of standards. Even hypocrisy - 
professing one thing but doing 
another - is, in the conservative 
view, preferable to a denial of 
standards because such denial 
leads to moral chaos or nihilism. 

Since modern conservatism is 
dedicated both to classical liberal- 
ism and to virtue, it is open to the 
charge of contradiction. What 
happens when there is tension 



between liberty and virtue? 
Conservatives are often accused 
of resolving the tension by opting 
for liberty in the economic 
domain but for virtue in the 
social domain. If liberals incon- 
sistently hold that government 
should get out of the bedroom 
and into the pocketbook, conser- 
vatives appear to espouse the 
opposite philosophy of govern- 
ment: "Out of the pocketbook and 
into the bedroom." 

Conservatives find this slogan 
amusing, but only because of its 
absurdity. I certainly don't know 
of any conservative who advo- 
cates government surveillance of 
people's bedrooms. But conserva- 
tives are willing at times to curtail 
liberty. When there is a threat to 
national security, as in the 
aftermath of the Sept. 11 attacks, 
conservatives hold that to protect 
citizens' lives it may be necessary 
to curtail certain freedoms. 
Conservatives in general see 
nothing wrong with restricting 
pornography, with limiting the 
legal benefits of marriage to 
heterosexual couples or with 
outlawing the use of hard drugs. 

Different Views of Freedom. 

Though conservatives and 
liberals both claim to be parti- 
sans of freedom, neither group is 
an unqualified defender of 
freedom. Both groups believe in a 
certain kind of freedom. What 
really distinguishes conservatives 
from liberals is not that one is for 
freedom and the other is against 
freedom; rather, what separates 
them is that they have different 
substantive views of what 
constitutes the good life. 

These are the liberal virtues: 
equality, compassion, pluralism, 
diversity, social justice, peace, 
autonomy and tolerance. Liberals 
like my friend E.J. Dionne 
become impassioned when they 
use these terms. By contrast, con- 
servatives emphasize other 
virtues: merit, patriotism, 
prosperity, national unity, social 
order, morality and responsibil- 
ity. Both sides are willing to 
place occasional restraints on 
freedom to achieve their substan- 
tive vision of the good society. 



There is some overlap in the 
moral vocabulary that liberals 
and conservatives use. Both 
speak of "equality," although 
they mean different things by the 
term. Conservatives emphasize 
equality of rights, and they are 
quite willing to endure inequali- 
ties that are the product of 
different abilities or merit. 
Liberals emphasize equality of 
outcomes, and they tend to 
attribute inequality to the un- 
equal opportunities that have 
been provided by society. Anoth- 
er term liberals and conservatives 
use is "morality," but conserva- 
tives tend to define morality 
personally, while liberals define it 
socially. Conservatives find it 
hard to believe that a sexual 
reprobate can be a good person, 
but many liberals who acknowl- 
edge Bill Clinton's personal 
failings nevertheless consider 
him an admirable fellow because 
of his public positions in favor of 
the poor and women's rights. 

Since conservatives and 
liberals have different concep- 
tions of the good society, their 
priorities are different. This leads 
to contrasting policy positions. 
Conservatives emphasize eco- 
nomic growth, while liberals 
emphasize economic redistribu- 
tion. Conservatives like to 
proclaim their love of country, 
while liberals like to proclaim 
their love of humanity. Conserva- 
tives insist that force is required 
to maintain world order, while 
liberals prefer the pursuit of peace 
through negotiation and dialogue. 
Conservatives are eager to 
preserve moral standards; liberals 
cherish personal autonomy. 

At root, conservatives and 
liberals see the world so differ- 
ently because they have two 
different conceptions of human 
nature. Liberals tend to believe in 
Rousseau's proposition that 
human nature is intrinsically 
good. Therefore they believe that 
people who fail or do bad things 
are not acting out of laziness or 
wickedness; society placed them 
in this unfortunate position. Since 
people are innately good, liberals 
hold, the great conflicts in the 
world are ^ see conservatism page 24 
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[liberalism] monarchy and 

aristocracy and an assertion of 
the rights of individuals. These 
are the ideas at the heart of the 
American Revolution and our 
country's political culture. 

If labels can be misleading, 
they also stand in for traditions. 
The American liberal tradition, 
as Kennedy insisted, deserves 
honor and respect. You could 
argue - I would - that the liberal 
tradition helped save the United 
States from totalitarianism in the 
20th century and paved the way 
for the creation of a great middle- 
class nation. 

That's because the American 
liberal tradition, called "progres- 
sive" before Franklin D. Roosevelt 
appropriated the word "liberal," 
was devoted to the idea of limited 
but energetic government - 
limited because government 
should leave people alone in 
personal matters and respect 
freedoms of speech, association 
and religion, and energetic 
because liberals believe govern- 
ment can expand the opportuni- 
ties of individuals. It may sur- 
prise many of its members, but 
The American Legion was a 
powerful force for liberalism 
when it rightly fought for a strong 
GI Bill after World War II. The GI 
Bill was inspired by two ideas, 
both of them in the liberal 
tradition. The first was reciproc- 
ity: those who had risked their 
lives for their nation deserved, 
from a grateful country, the 
opportunity to better themselves 
after the war. The second con- 
cerned the positive uses of 
government: by investing in the 
education of individuals and in 
ability to own homes, govern- 
ment could create a more prosper- 
ous nation and a fairer society. 

"Far from being a road to 
serfdom," liberal philosopher 
Steven Holmes wrote, "govern- 
ment intervention was meant to 
enhance individual autonomy." 

John Stuart Mill, the 19th- 
century liberal philosopher, 
defended government-financed 
public schools as a form of "help 
toward doing without help." Far 
from promoting dependency, 



government - if it acts wisely - 
can enhance the capacity of 
individuals for self-sufficiency. 
The GI Bill is perhaps the finest 
model of this approach. 

In its American form, liberal- 
ism has also emphasized experi- 
mentation. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
captured this spirit as well as any 
American president. "It is com- 
mon sense to take a method and 
try it," Roosevelt said in what is 
probably the classic definition of 
New Dealism. "If it fails, admit it 
frankly and try another. But 
above all, try something." 

Capitalism's Enemy? American 
liberalism is about the underdog. 
(The fact that I am a Red Sox fan 
may explain my attraction to the 
tradition) . Historian Richard 
Hofstadter argued that the 
function of American liberalism 
was "first to broaden the numbers 
of those who could benefit from 
the American bonanza and then 
to help humanize its workings 
and help heal its casualties." 

Critics of liberalism claim it is 
the enemy of a capitalist econo- 
my and that it encourages people 
to seek government assistance 
rather than to improve them- 
selves through their own efforts. 
But it took government action to 
save the capitalist economy. The 
regulation of the securities 
industry after the economic 
collapse of the 1930s was de- 
signed to increase the confidence 
of individual investors that the 
stock they were buying was 
worth what it claimed. We 
certainly learned in the recent 
financial scandals that if govern- 
ment doesn't keep business on 
the level, the result can be 
disastrous for investors and 
employees alike. Has any govern- 
ment action done more to encour- 
age private savings - surely a 
goal of any friend of capitalism - 
than federal insurance on bank 
deposits? Is such insurance a 
form of "big government" or 
responsible capitalism? 

As for dependency, consider the 
story once told by Sen. Ernest 
Hollings of South Carolina. He 
spoke of a veteran who went to 
college on the GI Bill, started a 



business with a Small Business 
Administration loan, bought his 
house with an FHA loan, sent his 
kids to college on federal loans, 
rode back and forth to work on 
the federal interstate highway 
system, and was pleased that his 
parents retired on Social Security 
and Medicare. In 1980, Hollings 
would declare, this man said he 
voted for Ronald Reagan "to get 
the government off my back." 

Patriotic Liberalism. Liberals, in 
recent years, have come to be 
associated with the opposite of 
patriotism. It's an unfair charge. 
But because the idea has stuck, I 
have argued for a while that we 
must define a patriotic liberalism. 

I was inspired by a book on the 
Bush presidency: "The Right 
Man," by former Bush speech- 
writer David Frum. Frum offers 
an analysis of Bush's "compas- 
sionate conservatism" that 
includes a nice line about liberals. 

"Bush described himself as a 
'compassionate conservative,'" 
Frum writes, "which sounded less 
like a philosophy than a market- 
ing slogan: love conservatism but 
hate arguing about abortion? Try 
our new compassionate conserva- 
tism - great ideological taste, now 
with less controversy." 

Then came Frum's line on 
liberals: "Conservatives disliked 
the 'compassionate conservative' 
label in the same way that people 
on the left would dislike it if a 
Democratic candidate for president 
called himself a 'patriotic liberal.'" 

Frum's point is fair enough: 
conservatives hate having to add 
the adjective "compassionate" to 
their label, because doing so 
implies that they once lacked 
compassion. Liberals would 
dislike adding "patriotic" to their 
label because doing so would 
imply that they once lacked love 
for their country. 

Nonetheless, Bush was smart 
to embrace the compassionate 
conservative idea. He knew 
perfectly well that many Ameri- 
cans were suspicious - for good 
reason, I'd argue, but never mind 
- that conservatives really don't 
care much about the poorest in 
our midst. »-> see liberalism page 24 
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[conservatism] not the 

result of good vs. evil; rather, 
they arise out of terrible misun- 
derstandings that can be cor- 
rected through ongoing conversa- 
tion and through the mediation 
of groups such as the United 
Nations. Finally, the liberal's 
high opinion of human nature 
leads to the view that if you give 
people freedom of choice, they 
will almost always use their 
freedom well. 

Conservatives know better. 
Conservatives recognize that 
there are two principles in human 
nature - good and evil - and 
these are in constant conflict. 
Given what Immanuel Kant called 
"the warped timber of humanity," 
conservatives seek a social 
structure that helps to bring out 
the best in human nature and 
suppress man's lower or base 
impulses. Conservatives support 
capitalism as a way of steering 
our natural pursuit of self-interest 
toward the material betterment of 



[liberalism] 

By the same logic, it is time to 
proclaim loudly and without 
apology that there is such a thing 
as "patriotic liberalism." 

Of course there should be no 
need to do this. Liberalism, the 
philosophy of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Harry Truman, 
waged and won America's war 
against Nazi Germany and 
imperial Japan and laid the 
groundwork for the successful 
battle against Soviet commu- 
nism. Jimmy Carter's campaign 
for human rights created the 
ideological underpinning of 
Ronald Reagan's successful Cold 
War policies. 

But contemporary liberals 
should acknowledge they have a 
problem: the link between 
liberalism and patriotism is not 
as automatic in the public mind 
now as it was in FDR's day. In 
the wake of 9/11, that's a genuine 
problem for liberals. The solution 
is not defensiveness but an 
aggressive attempt to describe 
patriotic liberalism. 



society at large. Conservatives 
insist that because there are evil 
regimes and destructive forces in 
the world that cannot be talked 
out of their nefarious objectives, 
force is an indispensable element 
of international relations. Finally, 
conservatives support autonomy 
when it is attached to personal 
responsibility - when people are 
held accountable for their actions. 
However, they also believe in the 
indispensability of moral incuba- 
tors - the family, the church, civic 
institutions such as the Boy 
Scouts and The American Legion 
- that aim to foster civic virtue 
and show people how to use 
freedom well. 

I am a conservative because I 
believe that conservatives have an 
accurate understanding of human 
nature and liberals do not. Since 
liberals have a wrong view of 
man, their policies are unlikely to 
achieve good results. Indeed, 
liberals' programs frequently 
subvert liberal objectives. Richard 
Nixon once described the liberal 



Patriotic liberalism would place 
a strong emphasis on service to 
the country. Sens. John McCain, 
R-Ariz, and Evan Bayh, D-Ind., 
have proposed expanding service 
opportunities for young Ameri- 
cans so that 250,000 slots would 
be available for those who want 
to give a year to their country. 
They also would encourage short- 
term enlistments in the military. 

Patriotic liberals would support 
the call of a commission con- 
vened by the Center for Informa- 
tion and Research on Civil 
Learning and Engagement and 
the Carnegie Corp. to have our 
schools place a new emphasis on 
civic education. This would 
include a genuine rigor in the 
teaching of government and 
history and a new emphasis on 
extracurricular activities now 
endangered by budget cuts. 

Patriotic liberalism would 
contrast itself to radical individu- 
alism that rejects any idea of a 
"common good." It would empha- 
size rights and responsibilities 
alike. It would tell corporations 
moving offshore to escape taxes 



Democrats as the party of "acid, 
amnesty and abortion." For all its 
grand proclamations, today's 
liberalism seems to be character- 
ized by a pathological hostility to 
America, to capitalism and to 
traditional moral values. In short, 
liberalism has become the party 
of anti-Americanism, economic 
plunder and immorality. By 
contrast, conservative policies are 
not only more likely to produce 
the good society, they also are the 
best means to achieve liberal 
goals such as peace, tolerance 
and social justice. H 

Dinesh D 'Soma's latest book is 
"Letters to a Young Conservative" 
from which this article is adapted. 
He is a scholar at the Hoover 
Institution at Stanford University. 
Previously he was an analyst in 
the Reagan White House. He is the 
author of several best-selling 
books, including "Illiberal Educa- 
tion" and "What's So Great About 
America." His e-mail address is 
dineshjdsouza@aol.com. 



that they have obligations to 
their country at a time of war 
and domestic threats. It would 
urge that we spend what's 
needed to defend ourselves at 
home against terrorism. 

It would argue that the preser- 
vation of freedom is a common 
project requiring a commitment 
of citizens to one another across 
the lines of class, race and 
gender. It would insist that a free 
republic will not prosper if too 
many of its citizens feel deprived 
of opportunities. 

Patriotic liberalism would 
declare that we are all in this 
together. That's old-fashioned. 
At the moment, it also would 
be a radical challenge to the 
status quo. || 

E.J. Dionne Jr. is a syndicated 
columnist, a senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution and the 
author and editor of many books, 
including "United We Serve: 
National Service and the Future 
of Citizenship." 
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America's Gatekeeper 

Undersecretary Asa Hutchinson describes the challenges 
of border security and immigration in the post-Sept 11 era. 



Asa Hutchinson has an enormous job. It 
encompasses 5,525 land miles to the 
north, 1,989 land miles to the south and 
95,000 shoreline miles to the east and west. 

The former congressman from Arkansas 
is the nation's designated point man to 
oversee the safety of U.S. borders, which 
more than 500 million people each year 
cross at 350 official ports of entry. As 
Undersecretary for Border and Transporta- 
tion Security, Hutchinson's charge is to 
protect our nation's borders and transporta- 
tion systems, as well as to enforce immi- 
gration laws. 

A directorate in the Department of Home- 
land Security, the first priority of BTS is 
preventing the entry of terrorists and the 
instruments of terrorism while simultane- 
ously ensuring the efficient flow of lawful 



traffic and commerce, Hutchinson says. 

BTS incorporates all or parts of a number 
of agencies, including U.S. Customs Ser- 
vice, the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Center, the enforcement division of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
and the Animal and Plant Health Inspec- 
tion Service. The Transportation Security 
Administration and Federal Protective 
Service also fall under the BTS umbrella. 

Hutchinson was appointed by President 
Bush and confirmed by a unanimous 
vote of the U.S. Senate in January 2003. 
Hutchinson leads more than 110,000 
employees. 

Hutchinson spoke about immigration 
issues and the safety of America's citizens 
in a recent interview with The American 
Legion Magazine. 



The American Legion 
Magazine: Creation of the 
Department of Homeland Security 
has given rise to a new paradigm 
regarding national security. How 
is the transition going? 
Asa Hutchinson: It's a huge 
challenge to reshape policies, 
organizational structures, 
information and communica- 
tions systems, and institutional 
cultures. We've made amazing 
progress. We are sharing infor- 
mation, breaking down barriers, 
and communicating with our 
state and local counterparts on 
all these organizational issues. I 
think we have demonstrated that 
homeland security can be more 
than a federal effort. It can be a 
national effort. 

TALM: Are we safer today than 
we were Sept. 11, 2001? 
AH: Without a doubt we are 
safer today, both in terms of our 



borders and our transportation 
system. We have thousands of 
new inspectors, federal air 
marshals and baggage screeners. 
We have hardened cockpit doors. 
We've improved our visa checks. 
And we now track foreign 
students coming to the United 
States. But, obviously, we are not 
satisfied in terms of where we 
need to go. I can identify vulner- 
abilities and threats we need to 
address, and we are making 
constant adjustments. It's an 
evolving environment. Terrorists 
change their strategies. They 
move where they sense a weak 
spot. We continue to make 
improvements. I will not be 
satisfied as long as there are 
terrorists out there after us. 

TALM: Is it true the location of as 
many as 300,000 illegal foreign 
visitors - many of them convicted 
criminals - is unknown? 



AH: Yes. We classify them as 
alien absconders. They are 
individuals who have final orders 
to depart this country but either 
have failed to do so, refused to 
do so or have not been located. 
We are attacking the problem on 
a number of fronts. 

TALM: How successful have you 
been in reducing the numbers of 
absconders? 

AH: We are making a dent in the 
additions to the 300,000 but, 
quite frankly, there is growth in 
the total numbers. We don't have 
a complete handle on that yet. 
The obstacle has been getting all 
the names entered into the 
National Crime Information 
Center computers. We have a 
strategy in place and are devot- 
ing additional resources. But I 
can't tell you right now that we 
have the list on a downward 
trend. 



26 I January 2004 



The American Legion Magazine 



'Without a doubt we are safer today. 



But, obviously, we are not satisfied in terms of where we need to go ... 
I will not be satisfied as long as there are terrorists out there after us! 




Asa Hutchinson leads a directorate of more than 110,000 employees charged to protect U.S 
borders while maintaining efficient flow of lawful traffic and commerce. James v. carroii 



TALM: What are BTS and the 
Bureau of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement doing to 
reduce the number of absconders? 
AH: First, we are concentrating 
on people who have been con- 
victed of criminal offenses or 
people who may pose other 
dangers. Our efforts are geared to 
identifying them, locating them, 
apprehending them and remov- 
ing them from the country. 



Second, we are improving the 
system. In the past, alien ab- 
sconders were released on bonds 
set too low. Many were nowhere 
to be found when final orders to 
depart were issued. We are 
trying to tighten up the system. 
Third, we are working more 
effectively to utilize local and 
state law-enforcement communi- 
ties. Information pertaining to 
alien absconders must be avail- 



able at the local level so local or 
state police can react. 

TALM: Does lack of support at the 
local level hinder your task? 
AH: Some jurisdictions would 
rather not get involved for a 
number of reasons. They are 
reluctant to get wrapped up in 
immigration enforcement. They 
may not want information, or act 
on information for community 
relation purposes. But I think 
their concern is minimized when 
they understand it's not just 
about someone who is in the 
country illegally. In terms of 
information sharing about 
counterterrorism activities, local 
law-enforcement communities 
are very cooperative. 

TALM: Does BTS have the 
resources needed to keep tabs 
on the millions of foreign visitors 
entering the United States 
each year? 

AH: We have the resources to 
check legitimate visitors. They 
are not the worry. We want 
foreign students to come to be 
educated here and to understand 
our democracy. We want to have 
the benefit of business people 
coming here. We also welcome 
tourists. We don't want to choke 
that off. We do, however, want to 
have the capability to track the 
small number of those who come 
here and violate immigration 
rules. To do that, we have to 
know who's violating the rules. 
That's why we are creating an 
information system to give us the 
capability to track and then go 
after those people who violate 
immigration rules. It's a building- 
block approach. We are moving 
forward aggressively. 

TALM: How successful is BTS in 
protecting our borders? 
AH: We are having success in 
our border security, both in 
terms of people who come across 
illegally as well as those illegal 
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goods that might come across. 
We are doing a better job at both. 
Certainly, whenever you have a 
free society, when you have open 
borders, you cannot say you 
catch all those who try to cross 
illegally. But we are dramatically 
improving our capabilities and 
systems. We are making more 
arrests. We are reducing threats 
and identifying and mending our 
border vulnerabilities. 

TALM: Has NAFTA complicated 
border security? 
AH: Commerce is always a 
complicating factor. We have 
6 million sea containers coming 
into our ports every year. Yes, it 
would be easier if we only had 
3 million, but no one wants to 
restrict commerce. Our mission 
is to secure the borders in a way 
that's consistent with the free 
flow of commerce. To do that we 
have to develop systems that will 
let the good stuff come in and 
stop the bad stuff. That takes 
intelligence information and the 
right technology. That's our 
challenge. We've made substan- 
tial investments in techniques to 
target at-risk goods and people 
entering our ports. We are 
getting results. 

TALM: Do foreign-issued identifi- 
cation documents such as Mexi- 
co's consular matricula cards, 
complicate your ability to keep 
tabs on foreign visitors? 
AL: The problem is how we use 
them and how we rely upon 
them. We want to make sure our 
government agencies know these 
cards are not an indication of 
U.S. citizenship. They may not be 
secure and they should not 
necessarily be relied upon for 
services. Private businesses, of 
course, can make their own 
judgments, but we in government 
should be wary. 

TALM: Some people consider the 
border between the United States 
and Canada a weak spot. Are 
efforts under way to tighten 
security on our northern border? 
AH: Absolutely. Prior to Sept. 11, 
more resources were directed to 
the south. We didn't see the 



threat coming from the north. 
Since Sept. 11, we obviously see 
our northern border as vulner- 
able. We've added thousands 
more border patrol agents and 
increased the number of inspec- 
tors. In addition to personnel, 
we've added new technology, 
including sensors, surveillance 
equipment, aircraft and new 
border-inspection procedures. 
We've made significant strides on 
our northern border. 

TALM: It has been more than two 
years since terrorists attacked the 
United States at home. Is it 
possible the American public 
might become complacent? 
AH: The greatest threat to 
America is complacency. We 
understand our enemies continue 
to want to do us harm. We'd like 
to say, "Isn't this terrific? We 
haven't had an attack since Sept. 
11 on our soil," but we know we 
face challenges day in and day 
out. America remains a target. 
Our intelligence people tell us 
terrorists are continuing to look 
at different ways to hit us. We 
have to be vigilant every day. 
Danger is out there, waiting. 

TALM: Why was the federal air 
marshal program transferred to 
BTS from the Transportation 
Security Administration? 
AH: It's an effort to strengthen 
the air marshal program. It 
opens a career path that federal 
air marshals did not enjoy at 
TSA. It also gives added capacity. 
Over time, thousands more 
federal agents can serve as 
federal air marshals under time 
of threat. It's a good strategy. It's 
a good initiative that strengthens 
a program that's very important 
to aviation security. 

TALM: What is Operation 
Predator? 

AL: Operation Predator is a 
comprehensive initiative de- 
signed to protect young people 
from child pornographers, alien 
smugglers, human traffickers and 
other predatory criminals. It 
brings to bear the broadest range 
of law-enforcement authorities in 
the federal government to target 



those who exploit young people. 
Children are one of the most 
important and vulnerable assets 
to America's homeland. More 
than 1,000 people have been 
apprehended since we initiated 
the program. If we are going to 
get people out of this country for 
being here unlawfully, let's target 
particularly those that have 
posed a danger and have been 
convicted of those kind of 
predatory offenses. It's an 
important part of our mission, 
and it's something good we can 
accomplish for America. Opera- 
tion Predator is a tremendous 
success. 

TALM: Public support for the 
Patriot Act appears divided. How 
do you view the issue? 
AH: You can use 30-second 
sound bites to raise concerns 
over rights and privacy and about 
government going too far. That 
has a way of resonating. But 
when people talk through 
individual concerns, I think 
America is very supportive of 
what we have done under the 
Patriot Act. We should always be 
sensitive to individual liberties, 
and if at any point we've gone 
too far, we should be open to 
legitimate criticism. 

TALM: Can homeland security, 
civil liberties and individual 
freedoms co-exist? 
AH: We are very sensitive to 
concerns regarding civil liberties 
and individual freedoms. The 
goal at Homeland Security is to 
protect America. We are working 
very hard to make sure we do not 
get attacked again like we did 
Sept. 11. I'm not just talking 
about protecting buildings and 
our airplanes, but also what we 
as Americans stand for: our 
values. I'm talking about our 
freedoms. I'm talking about liber- 
ties that those in The American 
Legion have fought and died for. 
We are working just as hard to 
balance the needs of homeland 
security with the civil liberties 
and freedoms Americans have 
come to enjoy. What good is 
accomplishing the former with- 
out preserving the latter? || 
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My Son 

and 

War 

A once-skeptical father shares his 
perspective on military parenthood. 



BY FRANK SCHAEFFER 

I write novels for a living and 
never served in the military. 
My two older children did the 
expected: Georgetown and New 
York University. Our kind - 
higher-education-worshipping 
denizens of the North Shore, 
north of Boston - rarely enlist 
these days. In 1999, my youngest 
son, John, was the only senior 
graduating from his exclusive 
private high school to join the 
military. As I write, he is in the 
Middle East on his second 
deployment as a U.S. Marine. 

After reading an opinion piece I 
wrote for The Washington Post - 
about the wrenching adjustment I 
made from ambivalence toward 
our military to proud support for 
my Marine - Gen. James L. Jones 
(then commandant of the Marine 
Corps, now chief of NATO), wrote 
to me, "There has been a 'discon- 
nect' between the men and 
women who defend our nation 
and those who are the beneficia- 
ries of that service." The "discon- 
nect" to which Jones refers is 
illustrated by the contrast be- 
tween most parents of military 
personnel and Americans who 
will not even allow their chil- 
dren's high schools to give their 
names and addresses to recruiters. 

Under the "No Child Left 
Behind" Act, schools are required 
to give the names of graduating 
students to recruiters. Some 
parents find it unbearable that 



their children might be 
asked to even consider 
serving. In a New York 
Times article, Donna 
Lieberman, executive 
director of the New 
York Civil Liberties Union, says, 
"Students have a right to not be 
bothered by aggressive military 
recruiters." School-board mem- 
bers in the San Francisco area 
said they were working to thwart 
the "dangerous" law. 

Apparently some parents, failing 
to thwart the recruiter and their 
child's choice to serve, never 
reconcile themselves with their 
feelings about military service. An 
antiwar organization called 
"Military Families Speak Out" was 
formed in 2002 by parents and 
relatives of servicemembers. 
Speak Out claims to represent 
military parents against our 
liberation of Iraq. The group's Web 
site is linked to a grab bag of anti- 
globalization and pacifist groups. 
Speak Out exploits an emotional 
antiwar tactic: it prints letters on 
its Web site from frightened 
parents and children of soldiers 
pleading with the president to let 
their mommies, daddies, sons or 
daughters come home. 

What are the factors contribut- 
ing to the existence of groups like 
Speak Out? Fear is an obvious 
reason. But a number of other 
underlying factors exist. Class is 
one; the rise of anti-military and 
anti-traditional-male, politically 
correct ideology is another. 




Marine Cpl. John Schaeffer and his father, Frank. 



At one time, our military was 
drawn from a true cross section 
of society. Even the Ivy League 
contributed its fair share - until 
my generation came along. We 
were the "'60s generation." Some 
of us served. Many, including 
me, did not. Vietnam was our 
excuse. I say "excuse" because 
since that war ended, the upper 
classes - especially the most 
educated - never regained any 
sense of moral obligation to 
serve, let alone the desire to see 
their children volunteer. 

Harvard's memorial wall tells 
the story. It has many names from 
World War I and World War II on 
it, a few from Korea, a handful 
from Vietnam and none since. 
Now it's rare to find members of 
Congress who voluntarily served, 
much less their children. 

The absence of the educated 
and wealthy elite from our 
military exacerbates the sense 
that something un-American and 
unfair is going on when "my kid" 
gets sent to war and "rich kids" 
do not. A country where fairly 
shared sacrifice is the norm 
might be less apt to breed groups 
like Speak Out. 

What of the second factor, the 
rise of anti-military and anti- 
traditional-male ideology? Before 
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my generation took its turn at the 
raising and education of children, 
oversolicitous, hand-wringing 
"soccer moms" wailing "Be 
careful!" were nowhere in sight. 
Winston Churchill and Gen. 
George Patton were heroes, and 
no one used the word "sensitiv- 
ity" except when describing a 
rash to their doctor. 

Patton would not recognize 
most of today's pool of potential 
male recruits. I say "male 
recruits" because while females 
serve and serve well, it is the role 
of boys in our culture that best 
represents our elite's change in 
attitude about service and, more 
fundamentally, about the tradi- 
tional warrior role of young men. 
I believe this shift has something 
to do with the climate that 
produces a type of military 
parent who wants the military to 
do anything but fight wars. 

What kind of boy would be 
drafted into Patton's army today? 
Today's 17-year-old potential 
recruit - let's call him Gabriel 
(fictitious name) - is an obese, 
Ritalin-oppressed young man, 
soft as a Twinkie. The post-'60s, 
anti-traditional-male and anti- 
military views of our educated 
elite have played a role in shap- 
ing Gabriel. He only knows about 
what were once called "boyhood" 
or "manly" experiences via 
grotesque video games and other 
electronic adventures he vicari- 
ously undertakes from a snack- 
littered couch. If he ever got 
punched at school, the other kid 
was suspended for violence. If 
his teacher spanked him, she was 
fired or maybe jailed. If Gabriel 
ever read "Huckleberry Finn," he 
related to the robust protagonist 
the way a chubby goldfish 
trapped in a small glass bowl 
might gape incredulously at a 
600-pound Blue Fin slicing his 
way through the open ocean. 

Unlike teachers of the World 
War II era, too many of Gabriel's 
instructors see no virtue in 
martial skills, let alone military 
service. His teacher is most likely 
a politically correct, speech-code- 
sensitivity-enforcing do-gooder 
trained to make sure Gabriel does 
his best to behave like the girls in 



his class. Gabriel's teacher has 
commanded Gabriel to have "high 
self-esteem," for what reason or 
for what accomplishment he's 
never been told. "Force never 
solves anything," he or she has 
told Gabriel. If Gabriel's teacher 
ever mentions the military, it is 
with a shudder and perhaps a 
condescending smirk. 

The smirk was momentarily 
replaced by a howl of terrified 
dismay when 19 hijackers killed 
3,000 Americans one bright 
morning. Suddenly Gabriel's 
teacher's progressive tolerance of 
everybody and everything - 
except traditional males - 
evaporated. Gabriel, his teacher 
and maybe even Gabriel's parents 
looked around, as if waking from 
a dream, and fervently hoped 
there were a few good men and 
women selfless and strong 
enough to shoulder an 80-pound 
pack and sling on an M-16 to 
defend the rest of us. 

There were. Not all young men 
and women are "Gabriel," and even 
some who once were, volunteered 
to be mentally and physically 
"readjusted" by their drill instruc- 
tors from "nasty civilians" into 
America's finest warriors. 

We went to war in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. The military performed 
brilliantly. But the war was not 
over in 15 minutes. It wasn't cut to 
the pace of a TV commercial. 
Disney had not supplied a happy 
ending. Our elites did not like to 
see our military force used. Our 
war was fought on the ground, not 
with cruise missiles. Our attention 
wandered. Some military parents 
grew impatient. When were their 
children coming home? What the 
hell was this word "sacrifice" 
supposed to mean? 

How far will Speak Out go in 
bedding down with the rabble of 
America-haters that inflict them- 
selves on the rest of us through 
the worldwide peace movement? 
Would the founders of Speak Out 
have walked out on the Columbia 
University associate professor 
who, according to The New York 
Times, told thousands of students 
and faculty at a "peace teach-in" 
in March that he would like to see 
the United States suffer "a million 



Mogadishus"? Maybe members of 
Speak Out don't go that far. But, 
as the parents of military men and 
women, they sure have some 
strange bedfellows. 

Like myself, most military 
parents honor the fact that our 
children took an oath to serve. 
Most of us are more patient than 
members of the chattering 
classes who write editorials 
about how our American policy 
is failing in the Middle East. 
Most of us know that even if it 
does fail, we must still try to 
transform the breeding grounds 
of hopelessness, terror and 
oppression into places where 
freedom and human rights are 
given a chance. Most military 
parents know that World War II 
lasted almost five years. Germa- 
ny took 20 years to reconstruct. 
We still have troops in Korea, 
Japan and Germany. We know 
that the Middle East is a complex 
mess and that the chaotic "cres- 
cent of instability," stretching 
from the horn of Africa through 
the Middle East and all the way 
to Indonesia, cannot be allowed 
to continue breeding violent anti- 
American terrorists. 

My Marine has my absolute 
support, even though I feel sick 
at the thought that he could be 
hurt, or worse. I pray my way 
through each day and many 
lonely nights. He is engaged in a 
noble undertaking. I think most 
military parents feel as I do, 
though maybe the press doesn't 
quote us as often as it trumpets 
the fears of a few oversolicitous, 
hand-wringing military "soccer 
moms" (and dads) wailing "Be 
careful!" as their sons and 
daughters try to defend us. I hope 
such parents come to understand 
that they are putting our children 
at risk by making us look weak 
and divided to terrorists who 
already dismiss us as soft. || 

Frank Schaeffer's latest nonfiction 
book is "Keeping Faith: A Father- 
Son Story About Love and the 
United States Marine Corps" co- 
written with his son, Cpl John 
Schaeffer. He also wrote the novel 
"Zermatt" His Web site is 
www. frankschaeffer. com. 



January 2004 


31 




The American Legion Magazine 



The Pig War 

A swine's appetite once put America, Britain on brink of war 



BY KAY GRANT 




What if they conducted a 
war and nobody fired a 
shot? What if the 
hostilities lasted 13 years? What if 
that conflict were between Britain 
and the United States? What if 
they fought about... a pig? 

Pure fiction, right? It sounds 
like a story born from the fertile 
mind of a Hollywood screen- 
writer. The Pig War is not 
fiction, but fact - a little- 
known incident in Ameri- 
ca's military history. 

The serene, splendid 
San Juan Islands lie 
off the coasts of 
southwestern 
Canada and the 
northwestern 
United States. 
Some of the 
islands are thick 
with stately cedars, 
majestic firs and red-barked 
madrona trees. No official count 
of the islands exists - numbers 
range from 170 to more than 500. 
Some are merely large rocks that 
hide underwater during high 
tide; while others have streets 
and houses. Life is easy in this 
bucolic setting of beaches, 
sheltered coves, hills and inlets. 

It wasn't always so. In the 19th 
century, British and U.S. citizens 
alike took up residence on San 
Juan Island, one of the largest of 
the group. It was an era of 
extensive westward expansion in 
the United States. The discoveries 
of gold and silver and the belief 
in manifest destiny had induced 
pioneers and homesteaders to 
chase their dreams west. The 
British, looking after their own 
interests, sought to keep Ameri- 
cans out of the Oregon country. 
The Anglo-American dispute 





over the Oregon country 
- territory that includes the 
current states of Washing- 
ton, Oregon, Idaho, and parts 
of Wyoming and Montana, 
as well as the province of 
British Columbia - had 
been settled. The 
Oregon Treaty of ^ 
1846 gave the 
United States 
territorial rights south 
of the 49th parallel. But 
ambiguous wording created 
doubt about the fate of San Juan 
Island itself. This is one of the 
casualties of decision-makers 
being so far from the scene. They 
did not know the lay of the land 
or take into account the impor- 
tance of including the local 
population in the discussions. 

So, the fuzzy phrasing regard- 
ing San Juan Island became 
greatly important. The boundary 





Corbis 



was described as 
the middle of the 
channel that 
separated the 
mainland from 
Vancouver Island. 
In reality, San Juan 
Island lay between 
two channels. Haro 
Strait, nearer Vancouver Island, 
was the interpretation that the 
United States desired. Rosario 
Strait, on the mainland side, is 
what the British sought. Access 
to shipping lanes and ports was 
paramount. 

While each side waited for 
official recognition of their 
entreaty, American and British 
citizens settled into life on San 
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Juan Island. Most settlers went 
about their business peacefully. 
Occasionally, however, tensions 
arose, and one particular 
incident took place that could 
have turned history in a 
different direction and driven 
the two powerful nations into 
bloody war. 

A pig owned by the British 
Hudson Bay Company - which 
had staked a territorial claim on 
the island - innocently wandered 
into the potato patch of Lyman 
Cutler, an American farmer. The 
pig did what comes naturally to 
pigs. It ate. And ate. And ate 
some more. The American farmer 
protested to the authorities, with 
no satisfaction. 

Having been ignored after 
several complaints about the 
unruly swine, the farmer's 
frustration swelled bigger than 
the swine's belly. The meander- 
ing hog continued to invade the 
precious potato patch, and on 
June 15, 1859, Cutler grabbed his 
rifle and shot it. It was an act 
that put two mighty countries at 
the brink of war. 

To Cutler's credit, he acknowl- 
edged what he had done and 
offered to make restitution. 
Charles Griffin, manager of the 
Hudson Bay Company, demanded 
10 times the $10 that Cutler 
believed the pig was worth, and 
Cutler refused to pay. Each man 
took the matter to his regional 
authorities. 

But just who had authority? 
The pig incident heated up the 
boundary dispute and the fact 
that each side claimed San Juan 
Island as its own. 

Capt. George E. Pickett - the 
same Pickett who four years later 
would lead a famous charge at 
Gettysburg, considered to be the 
turning point of the Civil War - 
was sent to San Juan Island with 
some troops. Their ostensible 
mission was to protect American 
citizens from dangerous Indians 
from the north, and, incidentally, 
ensure that the British authorities 
did not overstep their bounds. 

The British responded by 
sending warships, under the 
command of Royal Navy Capt. 
Geoffrey Hornby, to protect their 



Through all the military 
posturing and readiness, 
neither side really 
wanted a war 

interests. However, their orders 
were to restrain from engaging in 
armed conflict, if possible. 

Before long, hundreds of U.S. 
soldiers were stationed on San 
Juan Island, and five British 
warships with full complements 
of men, arms and supplies were 
in the harbor. The Americans 
living on San Juan Island out- 
numbered the Brits, but the 
British had more firepower. 
Through all the military postur- 
ing and readiness, neither side 
really wanted a war. 

Both countries had other, more 
pressing matters to worry about. 
France had declared war on 
Austria, and Britain feared it 
might have to enter the war to 
support its ally, Austria. In the 
United States, civil war was 
imminent. 

Communications between the 
far-away Oregon country and the 
home governments took weeks, 
sometimes months, leaving the 
on-site commanders to their own 
devices. At one time or another, 
officers from both sides misinter- 
preted orders or disobeyed them, 
refusing to start a war. 

In September 1859, President 
James Buchanan sent Lt. Gen. 
Winfield Scott - a man then in 
his 70s - to negotiate a peaceful 
solution while the boundary 
situation remained undecided. 
An imposing man at 6-foot-5 and 
weighing more than 230 pounds, 
Scott arranged for token forces 
from both camps to remain on 
the island, and the joint military 
occupation began. It lasted for 
12 years, longer than anyone 
could have anticipated. 

Both sides settled into a semi- 
peaceful coexistence, awaiting 
settlement of the boundary 
dispute. At all times, however, 
both sides were kept ready. 
British and American officers 
became friends, yet they re- 
mained ready to fight if given the 



order to do so. Years passed 
and troops amassed. History 
marched through time around 
the world, but at little San Juan 
Island, time stood still. 

Abraham Lincoln was elected 
president and watched sorrow- 
fully as his nation plunged into 
a deadly civil war. The battles of 
Shiloh, Bull Run and Antietam 
took place on the other side of 
the continent, while on San Juan 
Island, the troops intermingled, 
trading tobacco and booze and 
partying together. 

Lincoln was re-elected and 
assassinated. Gen. William 
Tecumseh Sherman marched to 
the sea, leaving Atlanta in ashes. 
Reconstruction of the South 
began. Andrew Johnson became 
president. The Austro-Prussian 
War began and ended, but the 
Pig War was still not settled. 

The Dominion of Canada was 
formed, the United States took 
possession of Alaska, Civil War 
hero Ulysses S. Grant became 
president, and the United States 
completed building a transconti- 
nental railroad. Grant was elected 
to a second term. In 1871, 
following the Franco-Prussian 
War, Wilhelm I became emperor 
of the new German Empire. Still, 
the standoff prevailed on San 
Juan Island. 

Finally, both sides agreed to 
turn the matter over to a third 
party - the new Kaiser Wilhelm - 
to decide where the boundary of 
the territory would fall. He 
appointed a three-man commit- 
tee, which conferred for more 
than a year. In October 1872, 13 
years and four months after 
Lyman Cutler had brought an end 
to the life of a hungry hog, the 
German committee decided in 
favor of Haro Strait, thus granting 
San Juan Island to the Americans. 

British troops peacefully packed 
to leave, saying their goodbyes to 
their American counterparts. War 
had been averted, peace had 
triumphed, and everyone was 
happy. Except the pig. || 

Kay Grant is a freelance writer 
living in California. 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 



34 I January 2004 



The American Legion Magazine 



WHY PAY MORE FOR VITAMINS! 

BUY DIRECT FROM O/\ 0 / 
THE MANUFACTURER ml |/0 

AND SAVE UV 





Rritan's Fride 



WOMEN'S 
HEALTH 



CRANBERRY + EVENING CORAL 
ISOFLAVONES VITAMIN c PRIMROSEOIL CALCIUM 



750 



) Caps 



140 mg $XOA 500 ™9 
100 Softgeis 3+TTfT\ 

*1.39Ui $ 1.58l 



SAW LYCOPENE HORNY SELENIUM 
PALMETTO S, GOAT WEED 200 -, 

'""^oftaels UI-.L u 50 Tabs 



450 mg ja«. ,00So,,!|els sia^. WHiii^'sj^J 50Tflbs 

S'M.95L. $ 2.79S $ 3.99 




MEN'S 

HEALTH 



VITAMIN C J!*? 11 

with Rose Hips ONE 

500 mg Multi-Vitamin 
100 Tabs i&8* 30Taks 




NONI 
JUICE 

32 az. Battle S^ft^ 

mr*i $ 5.99 



ESTER C 

500 mg 



90 Tabs 



s 4Sr5fr 

$ 3.10 



GLUCOSAMINE Double Strength 

CHONDROITIN/MSM GLUCOSAMINE 

Glucosamine Sulfate 500 mg CHONDROITIN 

Chondroitin Sulfate 400 mg Glucosamine 500 mg 

MSJVl 166 mg t,,*^ " 

30 Tabs J** 7 ?? AOT«kc 



MSM 

750 mg 

120 Caps 



2.45 |S 3.59 Ui 4 ^9 



GLUCOSAMINE 

500 mg 

60 Caps 

$ 1.88 





M rn o i n red yeast natural 

rAi<DJny^rui-\i< S2. U RICE E-COMPLEX FLAXSEED OIL 

~r\l\U£J(rU^JLrU\ 50 Softge | s HJVL 400 1.U. with Gamma 1000 mg 

rJrAUrJ $ -l*95- 600 m 9 0*56" ioos.ft ge is $ Wt25- 60 softgeis &A5r 

„ 1 jzai »3.19^SB $ 3.50^a $ 2.05Un '43 



LUTEIN 

20 mg 

30 Softgeis 



BILBERRY BETA LUTEIN & 
375 m 9 CAROTENE BILBERRY 



0*95- ,00CDPS $ W*5" 25,000 1.U. igrffr COMPLEX j-JFALJj-J 

; 59 $2.99 ,00So,,9els $|jQ 60Caps $3 # f9 





TO ORDER BY MAIL SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER WITH YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TO: 

PURITAN'S PRIDE Dept. EAL1 JG 

1233 Montauk Highway, P.O. Box 9001 • Oakdale, N.Y. 11769-9001 



. STATE. 



. APT. #_ 
.ZIP 



( L 



Please make check or money order (No COD's) payable to Puritan's Pride or 
Charge your Visa Q MasterCard Q Discover Q AmEX Q 

EXPIRES: / SIGNATURE: 



QTY. 


PROD. NO. 


PROD. NAME 


PRICE 


TOTAL 






























































Illinois Residents Add 1% Sales Tax 




POSTAGE 


+2.00 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 





LIMIT 4 PIECES PER PRODUCT • OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 29, 2004 




Lifesaving 

L E S S O N S-° 




Battlefield and civilian trauma-care professionals 
interchange cutting-edge treatments. 



36 I January 2004 



The American Legion Magazine | 



New products, new training, new philosophies - 
all emerged from the maelstrom of Mogadishu. 
And all are aimed at saving more lives. 



BY JEROME GREER CHANDLER 

Remember that indelible 
scene from "Black Hawk 
Down," the one in which 
an Army medic battles to save 
the life of his buddy? The sol- 
dier's femoral artery is severed 
and rolled up into his groin. He is 
bleeding to death. Despite heroic 
efforts, the soldier dies. 

Col. John B. Holcomb remem- 
bers it. For the past 10 years, he's 
devoted his life to making sure 
that kind of scene doesn't play 
out again. 

Holcomb is commander of the 
U.S. Army's Institute of Surgical 
Research at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas. In 1993, he was a surgeon 
assigned to Somalia. A hot, 
hellish hangar at Mogadishu 
Airport was his base. Saving 
lives was his passion. 

After the running gunfight 
that was the Battle of Mogadishu 
was over - after 18 Army Rang- 
ers and Special Operations 
soldiers lay dead - Holcomb sat 
down and went over every 
casualty with every medic. 
"They did what they were 
trained to do," he says. "And 
they did it perfectly." 
But perfect wasn't good enough. 
"We looked at that and said, 
'We need to do something 
different,'" the Army's top 
research surgeon remembers. 
Over the past decade, after-action 
reports have been analyzed and 
new conclusions drawn. As a 
result, fewer soldiers will bleed 
to death on future battlefields. 
New products, new training and 
new philosophies - all emerged 
from the maelstrom of Mogadi- 
shu. And all are aimed at saving 
more lives. 

A wounded U.S. Army combat soldier, top, 
is attended by medics in Iraq. Although 
battlefield medicine benefits civilian 
trauma care - and vice versa - the two 
are very different. Treating a combat 
casualty the same as an emergency-room 
trauma could result in death for patient 
and medic alike, corbis 



One of the first things you're 
taught as a medic is to stop the 
bleeding. Do that and your 
patient probably has a chance. 
"There were a number of soldiers 
who died in Vietnam from 
isolated extremity bleeding," 
Holcomb says - some 2,500 
Americans in all. 

Regardless of the scope of 
future wars, that shouldn't 
happen again. New bandages 
and new substances are proving 
far better at halting hemorrhage. 

A product trademarked Quick- 
Clot was deployed with the 
Marines in Iraq. When the 
granular mineral sub- 
stance is applied to a 
wound, it acts like a 
sponge, rapidly extracting 
fluids from 
the blood 
while leaving 
behind a 
concentration 
of clotting 
factors that 
almost immediately 
stanches the flow. 

"The intent is to control 
very severe bleeding that 
can't be controlled by 
normal methods, such as 
direct pressure," says Navy 
Cmdr. Rick Morrison, deputy 
director for current operations 
and platform readiness at the 
Navy Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery. 

QuickClot is not meant for all 
wounds, just the tough, intractable 
ones with blood loss that standard 
gauze bandages can't control. 

An innovative 4-inch by 4-inch 
bandage that uses chitosan - the 
material that forms shrimp and 
lobster shells - also holds 
promise. Because chitosan 
possesses a positive electrostatic 
charge, and red blood cells have 
a negative one, the two fuse 
together. A clot results. 

Holcomb worked with the 
American Red Cross to develop a 
bandage coated with a couple of 
clotting factors found naturally 




in human blood: fibrinogen and 
thrombin. Apply the bandage to 
a wound and the substances 
combine to form fibrin, which 
clots blood. 

"You unwrap both of these 
things, slap them on, and they 
stop bleeding," Holcomb says. A 
limited number of these bandag- 
es were sent to Iraq. 

Another way to handle extrem- 
ity bleeding is with a tourniquet. 
But as anyone who's tried to apply 
one knows, it takes two hands. 
That is, until now. 

"The new ones are one- 
handed," Morrison says. 
"A person could poten- 
tially put it on their own 
arm." More likely, a Navy 
corpsman attached to the 
Marines 
could con- 
tinue to apply 
direct pres- 
sure to a 
wound with 
one hand, 
while pulling on the 
tourniquet with the other. 
The devices were deployed 
to Iraq with the Marines. 

Stopping bleeding 
quickly is so critical that it 
has sparked a new approach in 
how intravenous fluids are 
administered. 

First, it's important to under- 
stand another mandate of the 
combat medic: preventing shock. 

"If you get shot and lose a lot 
of blood, your body's natural 
response is to drop the blood 
pressure," Holcomb says. "If it 
drops too low, you go into shock. 
But from the standpoint of 
stopping the bleeding, lowered 
blood pressure is actually 
beneficial. A lower blood pres- 
sure allows clotting proteins to 
work (better)." 

Desert Storm and Somalian 
theory suggested medics should 
run intravenous volume expand- 
ers such as Ringers Lactate wide 
open in an effort to pump up 
blood pressure. The problem 
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Treat a combat casualty the same way you would an automobile 
accident victim, and both patient and medic could die. 



with that, the Army surgeon 
says, is that it often ends up 
"popping the clot." 

To keep clots from popping and 
patients from going into shock, 
Army medics are employing 
hypotensive resuscitation. "We're 
going to allow a lower-than- 
normal blood pressure, keeping 
the blood pressure above danger- 
ously low levels, but not raising it 
too high to blow the clots off," 
Holcomb says. 

To strike that balance, "we've 
cut down the volume of the IV 
fluids by changing from a crystal- 
loid to a colloid solution," he says. 
Lactated ringers are crystalloids, 
or a salt solution. Colloid solu- 
tions have larger molecules. By 
administering the latter, "you're 
able to give a smaller amount of 
fluids, and it stays in the vascular 
system for a longer period of 
time," Holcomb says. 

While volume expanders will 
stave off shock for a while, they 
aren't hemoglobin-based. In 
other words, they don't carry life- 
sustaining oxygen. Therefore, 
researchers continue to look for a 
blood substitute. A large, nation- 
wide civilian trial is currently 
being conducted to determine if 
administration of a blood substi- 
tute before a patient gets to the 
hospital is of practical benefit. 

The Civilian Connection. Battle- 
field medicine benefits from 
civilian emergency experience, 
and civilian emergency medicine 
from battlefield lessons. The 
prime example of the latter is the 
proliferation of life-saver helicop- 
ters in the United States in the 
wake of Vietnam. But civilian 
lessons can be taken too far. 
Treat a combat casualty the same 
way you would an automobile 
accident victim, and both patient 
and medic could die. 

That's why the U.S. military is 
embracing the concept of "tacti- 
cal medicine." 

Tactical medicine is embodied 
in a course developed by Navy 



Capt. Frank Butler titled "Tactical 
Combat Casualty Care." The 
theory is to be aware of your 
tactical situation and employ 
your medical interventions in 
relation to it. In other words, 
Holcomb says, "Don't try to put a 
cervical collar on a long board 
and start IVs in the middle of the 
street while you're taking fire." 

While that may sound obvious, 
it's not. Under stress, people 
revert to so-called "muscle 
memory." They do what they're 
trained to. That means doing all 
they can for a patient in place. 
Tactical medicine means stop- 
ping the bleeding fast, then 
getting the patient behind some 
sort of cover to continue care. 

Behind the Lines. After the field 
medic or corpsman is done, it's 
time for surgeons to take over. 
Today's docs practice "damage 
control." They stop bleeding, stop 
wound contamination and move 
the patient off the operating table 
as quickly as possible. 

"The OR [operating room] table 
in a hospital is the chokepoint. 
It's the narrowest point in the 
flow," Holcomb says. "Maximize 
the benefits of the OR table, yet 
minimize the time that the 
soldier spends on the table." 

Damage control is practiced in 
civilian medicine, too. "We, as 
trauma surgeons, do it in about 
10 percent of the civilian casual- 
ties," Holcomb says. "They're the 
sickest of the sick." 

The first operating room to 
handle a casualty is often exceed- 
ingly close to the action. The Navy 
and Marines use a setup called the 
Forward Resuscitative Surgical 
System. The goal is to provide 
surgical intervention within 60 
minutes after the trauma. 

The FRSS is transportable via 
one 5-ton truck, or a pair of 
Humvees, and contains one 
operating table, two reception 
tables and a pair of recovery 
beds. It's manned by a pair of 
surgeons, an anesthesiologist, a 



critical-care nurse and four 
hospital corpsmen. And it can be 
set up or taken down in less than 
an hour. 

The FRSS and its Army coun- 
terpart, the Forward Surgical 
Team, are designed to provide 
life-and-limb surgical interven- 
tion that stabilizes the individual 
until the patient can be evacu- 
ated for more specialized care by 
the Air Force. 

That's where the Air Force 
comes in. 

The terms "stabilized" and 
"stable" are not synonymous. 
Once, a patient had to be several 
days post-operative before the Air 
Force would move him or her to 
Europe or the continental United 
States for further treatment. Now, 
says Lt. Gen. G. Peach Taylor Jr., 
Air Force surgeon general, "we 
can move patients who are 
simply stabilized, which means 
that their airway is secured, 
they've been treated for shock 
and their fractures are stabilized. 
Then we can take them on any 
kind of aircraft." 

And take them fast. When an 
Apache attack helicopter went 
down in Afghanistan, Taylor says 
more than 16 hours elapsed from 
the point Air Force ParaRescue 
personnel plucked the two pilots 
from the scene to the time a giant 
C-17 delivered them into the 
hands of specialists in Germany. 

Whether the trauma occurs on 
the battlefield or in the civilian 
arena, the aim is saving lives. It's 
all about time and stabilizing 
patients. New philosophies and 
new techniques provide healing 
hands all along the route from 
the trauma site to the hospital, 
hands that work miracles be- 
cause of indelible lessons learned 
in hellish places. || 

Jerome Greer Chandler was a 
combat medic with the 2/ 501st 
Infantry, 101st Airborne Division 
in South Vietnam. 

Article design: Doug Rollison 
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Legion priorities 
laid out during 
Fall Meetings. 

BY STEVE BROOKS 

Full support of the Boys Scouts 
of America, caring for 
America's returning troops 
and continuing to pressure the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to 
provide accessible health care to 
the nation's veterans are among 
the The American Legion's top 
priorities this year. 

But that's just the tip of the 
iceberg. 

During the Fall Meetings in 
Indianapolis, National Command- 
er John Brieden and the National 
Executive Committee discussed a 
variety of issues facing the 
organization, America's service- 
members and veterans. Legion 
membership, flag protection and 
VA's CARES process were among 
other key points during the early 
October meetings. 

Brieden said with soldiers 
coming home every day from Iraq, 
Afghanistan and other parts of the 
world, the Legion needs to be 
there to let them and their families 
know they are not alone. He spoke 
of visiting Walter Reed Army Med- 
ical Center in Washington and 
meeting with servicemembers 
who lost limbs but kept their 
fighting spirit. 

"They will bear these battle 
scars for the rest of their lives, 
and their attitudes are amazing," 
Brieden said. "(One wounded 
soldier) has five young kids. 
That's a big burden for him and 
his family. That's an obligation 
we take on. We've got to have 




National Commander John Brieden addresses the National Executive Committee during the 
Fall Meetings Oct. 5 to 9. Brieden touched on many issues, including full support for U.S. 
soldiers and their families and mandatory funding for the VA health-care system, jamesv.carmii 



people contact that family to help 
them. We challenge you to make 
sure we are upholding our end in 
helping these people." 

Brieden said once these service- 
members leave the military, they 
deserve a VA health-care system 
that will take care of them in a 
timely manner. He said Legion 
efforts to make sure this happens 

- through, above all else, manda- 
tory funding for VA health care 

- have gotten national attention. 
"Congress has begun to listen. 

Our issues are hot," Brieden said. 
"They are paying attention to us, 
and The American Legion is lead- 
ing the charge." 

One way the Legion plans to 
continue that is by forming a team 
that will conduct nationwide visits 
to VA medical centers and health- 
care facilities and produce reports 
from the facilities through the 
National Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation Commission. 
Information from the visits will be 
compiled in a "State of VA Medical 



Facilities Report" that will be 
made available to the president, 
his administration and Congress. 

Brieden also said Legionnaires 
must continue to press their 
congressional representatives to 
end the "disabled veterans tax" 
while staying involved at the 
local level with the CARES 
(Capital Asset Realignment for 
Enhanced Services) process. 

"(CARES) is a nine-step 
process, and we're already on 
step 6," Brieden said. "It's 
moving along, and we've been 
there. We need to make sure 
we're there to make sure the 
right things are done for the right 
reasons. We need to be engaged 
in every step along the way." 

Support for the Scouts. The NEC 

passed 28 resolutions during the 
meetings, including Resolution 
No. 28, which gives full support 
to the Boy Scouts and its efforts to 
"maintain and practice traditional 
family values with regard to 
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membership and leadership 
standards." 

Res. No. 28 calls for the Legion 
to file amicus (friend of the court) 
briefs on behalf of the Scouts in, 
among other cases, Boy Scouts of 
America v. Nancy Wyman. 
Wyman, Connecticut's comptrol- 
ler, barred the Boy Scouts of 
America from receiving funds 
from charitable donations that are 
voluntarily taken out of state 
employees' wages. Wyman's 
decision came after the state's 
Commission on Human Rights 
and Opportunities concluded the 
state was guilty of discrimination 
if it supported the Scouts, which 
prohibits homosexuals from 
serving as leaders. 

The resolutions reads, "The 
American Legion does gladly 
accept the privilege and responsi- 
bility of defending traditional 
American values and freedoms 
by reaffirming its support for the 
Boy Scouts of America, and by 
pledging to assist the Boy Scouts 
of America in filing an amicus 
brief or briefs, as may be neces- 
sary, appropriate, legal, and 
approved by the National Com- 
mander so that the concerted 
assault on traditional American 
values and morality, beliefs and 
standards will ultimately fail." 

"There's an intent to destroy 
the moral fabric of this country," 
National Americanism Commis- 
sion Chairman Joe Caouette said. 
"The Boy Scouts of America were 
granted a victory when they were 
told they could be the judge of 
who would be the leaders of their 
troops in America. Because they 
won a victory, they're now under 
attack, attack from all sides of 
America. We must support the 
Boy Scouts of America. It will be 
the salvation of the Boy Scouts of 
America, and it may well be the 
salvation of America." 

Strength in Numbers. Former 
National Membership & Post 
Activities Committee Chairman 
Martin Conatser, now serving as 
the National Legislative chair- 
man, said the membership 
outlook for the Legion is much 
better than it seemed during the 
2003 Spring Meetings. 



'We must support the 
Boy Scouts of America. 
It will be the salvation of 
the Boy Scouts of America, 
and it may well be the 
salvation of America/ 

- Joe Caouette, National Americanism 
Commision Chairman 

"The last time I addressed this 
group, my remarks were not 
encouraging," Conatser said. 
"But for now, things are moving 
a lot smoother. Departments are 
pinning their ears back and are 
running a race we always knew 
they would." 

Conatser said membership totals 
were 100,000 ahead of last year at 
the time, while both headquarters 
and traditional membership 
renewals were ahead of last year. 
Brieden said a higher membership 
total leads to more credibility 
when it comes to lobbying. 

"When we speak on the Hill, 
we do so with millions of voices," 
Brieden said. "We're talking for a 
lot of people, and they pay 
attention to those numbers." 

Brieden announced new mem- 
bership programs, including each 
post creating two membership 
teams - one focusing on renewals, 
the second on new members. 




Retired Maj. Gen. Patrick H. Brady updates 
the NEC on the proposed flag-protection 
amendment. James v. carroii 



"With a concerted effort during 
these periods by both teams, 
every post should exceed goal 
and get their membership 
activities done and out of the way 
so they can concentrate on other 
programs," Brieden said. 

Flag-Protection Update. Retired 
Maj. Gen. Patrick H. Brady, board 
chairman of the Citizens Flag 
Alliance, briefed the NEC on the 
CFA's fight to get the flag-protec- 
tion amendment passed in the 
Senate. The amendment already 
has passed in the House. 

"As always, the key is to get 
candidates to use the flag, which 
is a big challenge. It's hokey to a 
lot of them," said Brady, a Medal 
of Honor recipient. "Any time we 
see the president, we should urge 
him to give visibility to the flag 
amendment. If he is re-elected, I 
think he will do more of that in 
his second term." 

Brady said it's vital to track 
new candidates for the Senate as 
early as possible. "We need to get 
to these people early when they 
are looking for support wherever 
they can get it," Brady said. 

Brady told the NEC that the 
Legion can affect the future of 
America by staying involved in 
this fight. 

"The Legion is a great organi- 
zation, and you are indispensable 
to our veterans," he said. "And 
you do a great deal for our values 
through youth programs, but 
your great challenge in the future 
will be morals- and values- 
oriented. I hope you will con- 
tinue to fight for them as strongly 
as you fight for veterans. 

"Terrorism is not the greatest 
threat. An out- of- control judiciary 
is a threat to all that America 
once stood for. They have usurped 
the authority of the states, a pillar 
in our founding, and are usurping 
the moral authority of the people. 
Unless something is done, the 
day will come when you'll have 
to modify the creed of The 
American Legion." || 

Steve Brooks is editor of The 
American Legion Dispatch. 

Article design: Doug Rollison 
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Attention: MEN OVER 40 



Ease Your Mind By Supporting 

Your PROSTATE 



'PROS-TAMINA Plus " is formulated 
to provide optimum prostate 
support ... and make a difference in 
your health you can appreciate. I take 
it daily and recommend all my male 
patients commit to making it a part 
of their daily overall regimen, too." 



Dr. Robert D.Willix Jr., M.D. 

Recipient of a well-known national magazine's 
"Best Doctor Achievement Award," and Editor of 
Health & Longevity Ne 



Here's an All-Natural Way to Help 
Promote GOOD PROSTATE HEALTH 
and NORMAL SEXUAL FUNCTION — 
WITHOUT SIDE EFFECTS! 



Clip and Mail the Coupon Below for a 



Healthier 

mm 

PROS-TAMINA 
Plus™ 

•^Supplement with Zinc 




FREE 



10 Acids 



60 Tablets 




30-Day Supply^ 1 ^ 

So You Can 
PROVE It to Yourself Now! 



i v i i i » 



Unlike Many Imitators in the 
Marketplace, PROS-TAMINA Plus™ 
is a COMPLETE Formula. 



Each Daily Serving Contains : 

L-Glycine 135mg 

L-Alanine 135mg 

L-Glutamic Acid 135mg 

Saw Palmetto Berry Extract 

(from 95% fatty acid) 320mg 

Pumpkin Seed Extract 30mg 

Pygeum Africanum 300mg 

Zinc 20mg 

Oriental Ginseng 30mg 

Beta-Sitosterol 30mg 

Lycopene 5mg 

Now You Can See Why 
PROS-TAMINA Plus™ 
Is Superior. Don't Settle for 
Anything Less! 

THE STATEMENTS CONTAINED HEREIN HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE U.S. FOOD AND 
DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE, OR 
PREVENT ANY DISEASE. 



THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO 
REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER 
SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND 
WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE DISCOUNTED 
FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. 



Taking Control of Your 
PROSTATE HEALTH IS 
VERY IMPORTANT! 



Research indicates that ALL MEN should 
pay close attention to the health of their 
prostate. Thanks to Dr. Willix, the 
ingredients in advanced formula PROS- 
TAMINA Plus " work together to help you 
maintain optimal prostate health — to 
promote normal sexual and urinary 
function — and to promote your overall 
well-being. 

See for yourself. Clip and mail the coupon to 
receive a FREE 30-DAY SUPPLY of PROS- 
TAMINA Plus 1 " today — and PROVE it to 
yourself! 

Your 30-day supply is FREE (you only pay 
for postage & handling). When you re-order 
of course, the product won't be free. I'm 
betting you won't care. PROS-TAMINA Plus" 
is a wonderful product, and a Godsend to 
tens of thousands of men. 
Act now. Just fill in the coupon and mail it 
with P&H today. You'll be very happy you 
did! Remember, PROS-TAMINA Plus " is 
NOT sold in any store ... And it's the one 
program that can make a big difference in 
your life! 

Send for Your FREE 30-Day Supply Now — 
Before This Special Offer Is Discontinued. 



FREE 30-DAY SUPPLY OF 

PROS-TAMINA Plus™ 

Mail to: Healthier YOU 

P.O. Box 9515 
Lake Worth, FL 33466 

□ Yes, Dr. Willix! I want to promote 
good prostate health and a 
normal sexual function naturally. 
Rush me a FREE 30-day Supply of 
PROS-TAMINA Plus™ (worth 
$19.95.) No shipments will come 
automatically, and I'm under no 
obligation to buy anything ... 
ever. I'm enclosing $3.95, to cover 
the cost of delivery. LIMIT ONE 
PER HOUSEHOLD. 

KPS14 



Name 



Address _ 
City _ 
State 



Zip. 



under the radar 



No easy task 

Yet another news analysis, this 
one published in January, paints 
a grim picture of the situation 
overseas: "We've lost the peace 
. . . We can't make it stick," the 
analysis begins. "Instead of 
coming in with a bold plan of 
relief and reconstruction, we 
came in full of evasions and apologies." 

Authored by correspondent John DosPassos, who 
spent three months in the region, the report blames 
Washington for "a tangle of snarling misery" that 
has left the region worse off than after the last 
postwar peace. Moreover, DosPassos writes, "Never 
has American prestige in Europe been lower ... 
'Have you no statesmen in America?' they ask." 

Sound familiar? It should, but not for the reason 




you might think. DosPassos' 
analysis has nothing to do with 
postwar Iraq. In fact, it wasn't 
even written about the Middle 
East. It was written about 
Europe - post- World War II 
Europe, to be exact. It was 
published in January 1946. 
Titled "Americans are Losing 
the Victory in Europe," the Life magazine article 
was recently unearthed and excerpted by The 
Wall Street Journals OpinionJournal.com and 
"Jessica's Well," a Texas-based Web site devoted 
to media and public policy. The piece should 
serve as a reminder that building democracy on 
the ruins of terror and tyranny is not easy, but it 
is not hopeless either. 

- A.W.D. 



Filling the gaps 

The citizen soldiers of the Army 
National Guard and Reserves are 
carrying a heavy burden in the 
global campaign against terror. 
According to a recent Washington 
Times study, in the past two years 
of fighting they have experienced 
their highest death toll since 
Vietnam. 

Some 169,000 reservists and 
Guardsmen are on active duty 
today. Three of every four are 
Army troops. Lt. Gen. Steven 
Blum, who heads the National 
Guard Bureau, says we can 
expect more of the same as the 
war continues. "The National 
Guard is and will continue to be 
used at a rate that is unprece- 
dented," at least in the era of the 
all-volunteer force, he said. 

In response to this trend, key 
voices in Congress are calling on 
the administration to add as many 
as four active-duty combat 
divisions to the Army. As The 
Washington Post has reported, 
U.S. Reps. Duncan Hunter, R- 
Calif., and Ike Skelton, D-Mo., 
who hold key positions on the 
House Armed Services Committee 
as chairman and ranking member 
respectively, want two new 
divisions. Rep. Heather Wilson, R- 
N.M., who argues that the Penta- 
gon needs to add personnel to 
every branch, estimates that 
between 90,000 and 150,000 
troops are needed to fill the gaps. 




Maj. Steve Manley, right, the 101st Airborne Division's senior physician's assistant, 
converses with two Iraqi woman outside a local health clinic. The vast majority of Iraqis 
say they believe their lives are better today than before their former dictator, Saddam 
Hussein, was ousted, dod 



worth it 

Even after months of occupa- 
tion and postwar-pitched battles, 
the vast majority of Iraqis believe 
the ouster of Saddam Hussein 
and his regime is worth it. 

According to a Gallup poll 
conducted last fall in and 
around Baghdad, almost two 
thirds of Iraqis concede that 
liberation from Saddam's rule is 
worth the temporary privations 
of the U.S.- and U.K. -led occupa- 
tion. And more than two thirds 
say they believe their lives will 
be even better five years from 
now. The wide-ranging poll was 
conducted the old-fashioned 
way, through hundreds of face- 



to-face interviews. 

Gallup also found that fully 
half of those polled think the 
Coalition Provisional Authority is 
getting better at responding to 
their needs from month to 
month. In fact, the percentage of 
Iraqis who favorably view Paul 
Bremer, head of the CPA, is 
double that of those who view 
him unfavorably. As one Iraqi 
said of the U.S. authorities, "They 
work hard to do the right thing." 

Even so, President George W. 
Bush's favorability ratings in Iraq 
hover below 30 percent. British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair's are at 
20 percent. 

- Alan W. Dowd 
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lie: $403,110 



$19.95! 

Direct from the Manufacturer! 




ALL 
NEW 



700% GUARANTEED! 



HEAR LIKE NEVER REFORE 



NEARLY 
INVISIBLE 




With Nearly Half A Million Original AmpliEars Sold. 
Our Engineers were able to design the BEST NEW 
hearing amplifier in the world! Amp I i Ear-Ultra 



All new Digital circuity amplifies sound like 
never before! American Research Institute testing 
k rates the new AmpliEar Ultra a full 100 out of 100 
points for clarity, amplification, and comfort! 



RATED #1 BEST SELLER 



America's #T 
BEST SELLING 
Hearing Amplifier 

Just Got 
Better! 



Yes! The NEW Ampl'l-tir 

UlTRA is 100% adjustable, fits 
all ear sizes in both men and 
women and is nearly invisible 
in your ear. So, end those 
embarrassing moments. 
Never apologize again for not 
being able to hear. Begin to: 



BEWARE 

OF CHEAP 
IMITATIONS! 

Trust Ampli-Ear 
Quality... Nearly 
500,000 Sold! 



Ampli-Ear Ultra! 

♦ Ultra Comfort - Five silicone Ear tips 

♦ Ultra Discrete - New Ultra-Small size 

♦ Ultra Power - Digital Technology 
Amplifies Like never Before! 

♦ Ultra Value - Not $400 - Just $19.95 
Direct From the Manufacturer! 

♦ Ultra Easy- Easy sound adjustment 
and Easy battery Changes! 



Now More FREE Gifts 
Than Ever Before III 



✓ Hear the QUIETEST Whispers 

✓ Listen FAINTEST Phone 
Conversations 

✓ Watch TV with the volume 
on LOW 

✓ CLEARLY hear conversations 
in a crowded room 



FREE DELIVERY!!! 



ORDER 
NOW 
AND 
RECEIVE 
THESE 
GREAT 
ITEMS 
FREE! 



FREE: 4 Batteries 
FREE: Cleaning Brush 
FREE: Full Color Guide 
FREE: 5 Custom Fitting 

Ear Pieces 
FREE: $50 In Valuable 

Coupons ! 



1 Send Order To: American Research Institute, Dept. ULT-21 
1 773 Victory Highway, West Greenwich, RI 02817 

I YES! Please RUSH me (1) Ampli-Ear ULTRA unit for only 

$19.95 FREE DELIVERY 
I SAVE 20%: 2 Ampli Ears Only $34.95 FREE DELIVERY 
I «•*□ Lifetime Damage Replacement Guarantee $5.95 
I «•*□ Bonus Deal! 1,000 Hours of Batteries Only $4.95! Postpaid! 
I <•*□ Super Bonus! Both the Lifetime Guarantee & the 
I 1,000 Hours of Batteries Offer for Only $9.00! Postpaid! 
I □ Check or money order enclosed 
I □ Charge my: □ Visa □ Amex □ MC □ Discover 



I Card #:_ 



Exp:_ 



I Name: 



I Address: 
I City: 



State . 



. Zip: 



1 REQUIRED Signature:. 



8 years old or older and voluntarily sign this waiver which indicates that I do not wish a medical evaluation 
m or test before purchasing the Ampli-Ear Ultra. I understand that The FDA has determined that my best interests 
|r I would be served if I had a medical evaluation by a licensed physician who specializes in diseases of the ear, before 
■ purchasing the Ampli-Ear Ultra - or a test by a licensed hearing aid dispenser utilizing established procedures and 
— ; n tne f lttm g Q f hearing instruments. 
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'Say what?' 



It may be time to 
test your hearing. 

BY DR. NELDA P. WRAY 

Do you have trouble hearing on 
the phone? Do you find yourself 
asking family members to turn up 
the volume on the television? Is it 
difficult for you to hear conversa- 
tion in a crowded restaurant? 

If this description fits you, talk 
to your primary-care physician 
about checking your hearing. 
Your doctor may refer you to an 
audiologist, who tests for hearing 
loss, or to an ear, nose and throat 
physician, who can investigate 
the cause of the problem. 

Hearing loss is common, 
affecting one in 10 Americans. 
For those age 65 and older, the 
figure jumps to one in three. 

Veterans are particularly at risk 
for noise-induced hearing loss. 
Aircraft mechanics and artillery 
gunners, for example, are fre- 
quently exposed to loud noise. 
Infantry soldiers are at risk since 
even a single rifle shot can reach 
an ear-piercing 140 to 170 decibels. 
This type of "impulse noise" can 
permanently damage hearing after 
only one exposure. In fact, the 
field of audiology greatly expanded 
after World War II, when tens of 
thousands of soldiers returned 
home with noise-induced hearing 
loss. Aircraft and submarine 
personnel, along with divers, face 
an additional risk factor: atmo- 
spheric pressure changes. 

Types of Hearing Loss. Hearing 
loss can be inherited, or it can 
result from disease, infection and 
trauma to the ears or long-term 
exposure to harmful noise or 
drugs. There are two main types 
of hearing loss. Some people have 
a combination of both: 

■ Sensoneural loss stems from 
damage to the auditory nerve or 
the "hair cells" inside the inner 
ear, or cochlea. These parts of the 




ear change sound 
waves into nerve signals 
and relay them to the brain. 
Sensoneural loss can result 
from aging, noise or disease. 
The condition is irreversible, 
but it can often be helped by 
hearing aids. Cochlear 
implants may be needed for 
those suffering severe loss. 
These high-tech devices, 
placed under the skin 
behind the ear, compensate 
for damaged hair cells by 
sending electronic sound 
signals directly to the 
auditory nerve. 

■ Conductive hearing loss 
occurs when sound waves 
are blocked from entering 
the inner ear. Possible 
causes include a punctured 
eardrum, a buildup of 
earwax or fluid, or calcifica- 
tion of the ossicles, the tiny 
bones in the middle ear. 
Conductive hearing loss can 
often be treated with 
medication or surgery. 

A common problem 
accompanying hearing loss 
is tinnitus. This condition 
involves ringing, whistling 
or other noises in the ears. 
It can lead to sleep distur- 
bance, anxiety and other 
complications. Investigators 
at VA's National Center for Reha- 
bilitative Auditory Research in 
Portland, Ore., are testing two 
promising non-drug treatments 
for this potentially disabling 
condition. Tinnitus masking has 
patients wear special earpieces 
that deliver selectable bands of 
noise designed to provide symp- 
tom relief. Tinnitus retraining 
therapy relies on counseling and 
"sound therapy," or the use of 
low-level white noise, to habituate 
patients to the condition and ease 
their distress. 

Detection, Treatment Lags. When 
hearing loss is not treated, it can 
lead to depression or social 
anxiety - especially in older 





adults. However, a 
recent VA study reveals 
that many U.S. primary- 
care physicians are not 
taking advantage of 
clinically proven meth- 
ods, such as use of an 
audioscope, to detect 
and treat hearing loss 
in older patients. 
Other studies show 
that only one in five 
routine physical 
exams - even for 
older people - include 
questions about 
hearing. 

It also is estimated 
that only one in five 
Americans who can 
benefit from hearing 
aids wear them. This 
is troubling in light of 
a VA study published 
in 2000, which 
documented for the 
first time the effec- 
tiveness of three 
common types of 
hearing aids. 
Clearly, there is 
^ room for improve- 

^ I ment in the detection 

| and treatment of 
S hearing loss. But you 
can be proactive, 
especially when it 
comes to prevention. If 
you are regularly exposed to loud 
noise, either through your job or 
through hobbies such as hunting 
or woodworking, wear proper ear 
protection. If you have reason to 
suspect you have suffered hearing 
loss, make an appointment today 
for an evaluation. 

NeldaP. Wray, M.D., M.P.H., is chief 
research and development officer for 
the Veterans Health Administration. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult 
their personal physicians when 
they have health problems. 
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Choose Life 

Grow Young with HGH 



From the landmark book Grow Young with 
HGH comes the most powerful, over-the- 
counter health supplement in the history of 
man. Human growth hormone was first 
discovered in 1920 and has long been thought 
by the medical community to be necessary only 
to stimulate the body to full adult size and 
therefore unnecessary past the age of 20. 
Recent studies, however, have overturned this 
notion completely, discovering instead that the 
natural decline of Human Growth Hormone 
(HGH), from ages 21 to 61 (the average age at 
which there is only a trace left in the body) and 
is the reason why the the body ages and fails to 
regenerate itself to its 25 year-old biological 
age. 

Like a picked flower cut from the source, we 
gradually wilt physically and mentally and 
become vulnerable to a host of degenerative 
diseases, that we simply weren't susceptible to 
in our early adult years. 

Modern medical science now regards aging as 
a disease that is treatable and preventable and 
that "aging", the disease, is actually a 
compilation of various diseases and 
pathologies, from everything, like a rise in 
blood glucose and pressure to diabetes, skin 
wrinkling and so on. All of these aging 
symptoms can be stopped and rolled back by 
maintaining Growth Hormone levels in the 



blood at the same levels HGH existed in the 
blood when we were 25 years old. 

Growth Hormone first synthesized in 1985 
under the Reagan Orphan drug act, to treat 
dwarfism, was quickly recognized to stop aging 
in its tracks and reverse it to a remarkable 
degree. Since then, only the lucky and the rich 
have had access to it at the cost of $20,000 US 
per year. 

Many in hollywood's glamour sets, who never 
seem to age like you or I, have a special secret 
to tell, and even space pioneer and US Senator 
John Glen stays vital with HGH. 

The next big breakthrough was to come in 
1997 when the American Anti-aging Society, a 
group of doctors and scientists, developed an 
all-natural source product which would cause 
your own natural HGH to be released again and 
do all the remarkable things it did for you in 
your 20's. Now available to every adult for 
about the price of a coffee and donut a day. 

GHR-15 now available n America, just in time 
for the aging Baby Boomers and everyone else 
from age 30 to 90 who doesn't want to age but 
would rather stay young, beautiful and healthy 
all of the time. 

The new HGH releasers are winning converts 



«** The Reverse Aging Miracle 

RELEASE YOUR OWN GROWTH HORMONE AND ENJOY: 



• Improved sleep & emotional stability 
» Increased energy & exercise endurance 

► Loss of body fat 

► Increased bone density 

► Improved memory & mental alertness 

► Increased sexual potency 

► Increased muscle strength & size 

► Reverse baldness & color restored 

► Regenerates Immune System 



"AH Natural 
'■ormu/a 



» Strengthened heart muscle^ 
» Controlled cholesterol 

► Normalizes blood pressure 
» Controlled mood swings 
►Wrinkle disappearance 

► Reverse many degenerative 
disease symptoms 

► Heightened five senses awareness 

► Increased skin thickness & texture 



from the synthetic HGH users as well, since 
GHR-15 is just as effective, is oral instead of 
self-injectable and is very affordable. 

GHR-15 is a natural releaser, has no known 
side effects, unlike the synthetic version and 
has no known drug interactions. Progressive 
doctors admit that this is the direction medicine 
is seeking to go, to get the body to heal itself 
instead of employing drugs. GHR-15 is truly a 
revolutionary paradigm shift in medicine and, 
like any modern leapfrog advance, many others 
will be left in the dust holding their limited, or 
useless drugs and remedies. 

It is now thought that HGH is so comprehen- 
sive in its healing and regenerative powers that 
it is today, where the computer industry was 
twenty years ago, that it will displace so many 
prescription and non-prescription drugs and 
health remedies that it is staggering to think of. 

The president of BIE Health Products, the 
American distributor, stated in a recent 
interview, "I've been waiting for these products 
since the 70's. We knew they would come, if 
only we could stay healthy and live long 
enough to see them! If you want to stay on top 
of your game, physically and mentally as you 
age, this product is a boon, especially for the 
highly skilled professionals who have made 
large investments in their education, and 
experience. Also with the failure of Congress 
■ to honor our seniors with pharmaceutical 
coverage policy, it's more important than ever 
to take pro-active steps to safeguard your 
health. Continued use of GHR-15 will make a 
radical difference in your health, HGH is par- 
ticularly helpful to the elderly who, given a 
choice, would rather stay independent in their 
own home, strong healthy and alert enough to 
I manage their own affairs, exercise and stay 
rinvolved in their communities. Frank, age 85 
walks two miles a day, plays golf, belongs to a 
dance club for seniors, has a girl friend again 
and doesn't need Viagra, passed his drivers test 
and is hardly ever home when we call -GHR-15 
delivers. 

HGH is known to reverse Hemorrhoids, 
Multiple Sclerosis, Ankylosing Spondylitis, 
Macular Degeneration, Cataracts, Colitus, 
Fibromyalgia, Angina, Chronic Fatigue, 
Diabetes, Hepatitis C, Rheumatoid Arthritis, 
High Blood Pressure, Sciatica, helps Kidney 
Dialysis. 

For more information or to 
order call 1-877-849-4777 
www.biehealth.com 

©2000 



This program will make a radical difference in your health, 
appearance and outlook. In fact we are so confident of the 
difference GHR15 can make in your life we offer a 100% 
refund on unopened containers. 

1-877-849-4777 



As Heard on 



, n , www.biehealth.com 

As Heard °n 

Radiol BIE Health Products 

nr OonJoH nSO 3840 East Robinson Road 

V Box 1 39 A PRODUCT OF 

Ma Amherst, NY 14228 THE AMERICAN 

c =^ k — ' ANTI-AGING SOCIETY 
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First year hardest for widows 



First-year widows often suffer a 
substantial drop in mental health 
but bounce back, showing a 
resilience to overcome the loss of 
a spouse, according to a study 
conducted on the 
health of middle- 
aged women. 

The results 
appeared in Health 
Psychology, published 
by the American 
Psychological 
Association. 

Women widowed 
less than a year 
reported more 
mental and physical 
problems than 
women who were 
married and women 
who had been 
widowed for longer 
than a year, findings 
show. But recently 




widowed women did improve over 
time and finding social support 
may be important in the coping 
process, said Dr. Sara Wilcox of 
the University of South Carolina, 
who co-authored 
the study. 

Becoming a 
widow, Wilcox 
said, is an acutely 
negative experience 
that threatens 
mental health, but 
the transition is not 
associated with 
physical health or 
health behaviors, 
with exception of 
unintentional 
weight loss. 

As time passed, 
the women's mental 
health improved, 
the authors found. 
Women widowed 



more than one year before the 
three-year follow-up reported 
improved moods and better social 
functioning. It may be that those 
women with improved mental- 
health measures experienced less 
stress from not having to care for 
an ill spouse, found professional 
or personal support, and learned 
some positive coping strategies, 
Wilcox said. 

After three years, emotional 
and social functioning improved 
among most of the widowed 
women, authors said. These 
findings underscore the resilience 
of older women and their capacity 
to re-establish connections, but 
they point to the need for services 
that strengthen social support 
among women who have diffi- 
culty during the transition. 

Source: American Psychological 
Association 



Sleep loss may increase risk of flu 



Every American is at risk for the 
flu, and success in avoiding the 
viral disease may depend in part 
on sleep. Research suggests that 
sleep loss may put you at a higher 
risk of infection. 

Additionally, experts advise 
getting a good night's sleep before 
getting a flu vaccination, since at 
least one study suggests that sleep 
loss may temporarily decrease the 
desired immune response. 

"Sleep loss increases an individ- 
ual's vulnerability to infectious 
diseases," said Dr. Bruce C. 
Corser, medical director of the 
Sleep Management Institute in 
Cincinnati. "Even a mild disrup- 
tion in sleep can reduce the body's 
immune response and lower your 
natural resistance against illness- 
es such as the flu." 

The flu affects approximately 
10 percent to 20 percent of Ameri- 
cans annually. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
the best protection against the flu 
is an annual vaccination given in 



advance of flu season, which 
typically begins in November and 
continues through April. However 
research published in the Journal 
of the American Medical Associa- 
tion suggests that the efficacy of 
flu vaccinations 
may be compro- 
mised in the 
short term 
among people 
who do not get 
adequate sleep. 

In surveys, 
people who 
classified their 
insomnia as 
serious were 
more likely to 
report multiple 
health problems, 
and patients who 
needed at least 
two hours to fall asleep nearly 
every night had greater use of 
medical services. 

Sleep loss is a common problem 
in America. Sleep experts recom- 
mend seven to nine hours of sleep 




per night for most adults. However, 
according to a poll sponsored by 
the National Sleep Foundation, 
most Americans are not getting the 
minimum recommended amount: 
39 percent reported getting less 

than seven hours of 
sleep per night on 
weeknights. 

"Occasional sleep 
loss is normal," 
Corser said. "But if 
you have persistent 
problems falling or 
staying asleep, 
then you should 
speak with your 
doctor about 
behavioral or 
lifestyle changes. 
Likewise, your 
physician may 
prescribe sleep 
medications that can help you fall 
asleep and increase your total 
sleep time without next-day 
grogginess." 

Source: Sanofi-Synthelabo 
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Veteran's Travel Specials 



Veterans Receive Up To jlI 

$100aEF%Bj 

Per Cabin Book By 1/31/04 
14 Day Best of Alaska Cruise Tour 

Choose from Several Ships • 2004 Dates 
7 Nt. cruise with 2 Nts. Anchorage, Anchorage City 
Tour & More, 1 Nt. in Denali Park, Alaska railroad 
from Denali Park to Fairbanks, 2 Nts. £4 CQQ 
Fairbanks & 1 Nt. Glennallen & More trom^ I U£«J 

■ 

16 Day Scandinavia & Russia Norwegian cruise line 

May - September, 2004 • Norwegian Dream 
Includes 2 Nights in London with Half Day Tour 

then cruise from Dover visiting Warnemunde, 
Tallinn, St. Petersburg, Helsinki, £4 CQQ 

Stockholm & Copenhagen from^ I 30«J 




16J)ay Scandinavia & Russia ^ fe^rr j 

May - August 2004 • Jewel of the Seas 
Includes 2 Nights in London with Tour and 
cruise from Harwich to Oslo, Copenhagen, 
Stockholm, St. Petersburg & More CQCQQ 
plus FREE Airfare from New York from^fcUfcJf 

Ask About Our Satisfaction Guarantee 



SHIP'n'SHORE 

Cruise& Tour Specialists Since 1986 



800-475-6712 

—www.shipandshorecruises.com — 

Prices are per person, double occupancy; port charges are included; govt taxes are 
additional; limited availability. Prices shown are min. fares for select departure dates. 
Other dates higher. Not responsible for last minute changes of price or itinerary by cruise line, 
or any errors or omissions in the content of this ad. Some restrictions and cancellation 
penalties may apply. Promotional offers are valid on specific sailing dates, capacity controlled 
by the cruise lines, and may not be combinable with other offers. Foreign Departure Taxes of 
up to $45 may also be additional and payable to the foreign Airport Authority. Ships Registry: 
Greece, Norway, Bahamas, Liberia, Panama & Italy. Fla. Seller of Travel Reg. No. ST-31 120, 
IA tvl no. 654, OH no. 87891 21 , CST # 20281 07-50. Licensed & Bonded 1 2003. 






Now Get 200 U.S. Postage Stamps 
-up to 100 years old! Only $2 



200 historic United States postage 
stamps are yours for only $2. 

Hard to find and worth much more, this 
collection is a real value. Each postally 
used stamp tells a piece of America's story 
- the Presidents, patriots and places that 
make our country the greatest. 

These stamps are history you hold in 
your hands, and up to 100 years old! 

Send today and also receive special 
collector's information and pricelists 
along with other interesting offers on 



Your satisfaction is guaranteed. 



approval 

I 

Giant Grabbag of U.S. Stamps 

Yes ! Please send me the Giant Grabbag of 
postally used United States stamps. Enclosed is 
$2. My satisfaction is guaranteed. Limit one col- 
lection at this special price. 

Name 



Address 

City/State/Zip_ 



Please send $2 with coupon to: 
Mystic Stamp Company, Dept. 5A563 
9700 Mill St., Camden, NY 13316-6109 




-DAY 




Return To Normandy on The 60th Anniversary of The Allied Invasion 
aboard Holland America Line's ms Noordam 
June 2 to 12th, 2004 

Six decades ago, on June 6th, 1944, brave men took to the air, sea and land on a 
mission that would redefine the lives of every person on the face of the earth, and all 
generations that followed. Their courage brought an end to the greatest war man has 
ever known and set the standard by which all future "heroes" would be judged. 

Join Holland America Line's "Five-Star" ms Noordam as she relives the memories 
of these brave men with a return to the beaches of Normandy filled with veterans, 
friends, family and a new generation of Americans who wish to see where the term 
"American Hero" was born. Celebrate the sacrifices and accomplishments of American 
veterans with this fabulous 60th Anniversary of D-Day Cruise. 

Optional Tours To Enhance Your D-Day Experience 




3-Day Pre-Cruise London Tour 
visiting the Imperial War Museum, 
the Britain at War Experience, Churchill's 
Secret Underground Bunker and more. 



2-Day "D-Day Remembered" Shore 
Excursion in Cherbourg visiting American 
Cemetery at Omaha Beach, Utah Beach 
& St. Mere Eglise. Join the ceremonies! 



For Rates, Reservations and Information Please Call: HARTFORD HOLIDAYS 
129 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park, NY 11596 (800) 828-4813 



D-DAY CRUISE ITINERARY 

June 2 Dover/London, England 

June 3 Plymouth, England 

June 4 St. Peter Port, Guernsey 

June 5 Cherbourg, France (D-Day) 

June 6 Cherbourg, France (D-Day) 

June 7 St. Malo, France 

June 8 Honfleur, France 

June 9 Zeebrugge/Brussels, Belgium 

June 10 Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

June 1 1 Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

June 1 1 Cruising the North Sea Canal 

June 12 Dover/London, England 



Combustible Upon Re-entry 



Program eases 
transition for 
veterans after 
release from jail. 

Editor's Note: As the following 
article was going to press, The 
American Legion Magazine was 
informed that Raul Espinosa Jr., 
coordinator of the VA's Veterans 
Community Re-entry Program in 
Los Angeles, passed away Nov. 30, 
2003. His legacy continues through 
the hundreds of veterans' lives he 
helped turn around. The program 
will continue without interrup- 
tion, VA officials say. 

BY JAMES V. CARROLL 

Former U.S. Navy deck sailor 
Raul Espinosa Jr. is living 
his dream by reaching out 
to incarcerated veterans at the 
Los Angeles County Jail. After 
two decades of it, he still sees his 
VA job as a labor of love. 

"I really can't explain it, but I 
think it is the right thing to do," 
says Espinosa, coordinator of the 
Veterans Community Re-entry 
Program at the VA Los Angeles 
Ambulatory Care Center. "Recent- 
ly released inmates often end up 
homeless or back in jail. It's 
important to try to break that 
pattern by offering them a helping 
hand by easing their transition 
back into mainstream society." 

Early in his career, Espinosa 
was the sole employee in the Los 
Angeles VA re-entry program. 
Today, he and nine other staffers 
evaluate eligible incarcerated 
veterans and refer them to 
various community programs. 

Last year, Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Leroy D. Baca made it 
easier for Espinosa and his staff to 
hook up with jailed veterans. 
Baca, a Marine Corps veteran, 
established a U.S. Veteran Module 
at Century Regional Detention 
Facility in central Los Angeles. 




Incarcerated veteran Robert Behncke, left, and Raul Espinosa Jr. confer in the veterans 
module at the Los Angeles Central Regional Detention Facility. James v. carroii 



The dormitory can house up to 96 
veterans, Baca says. 

"As part of the intake process, 
jail officers ask inmates if they 
have ever served in the armed 
forces," Baca says. "The informa- 
tion is passed on to the VA home- 
less eligibility section, and inmates 
accepted into the VA Community 
Re-Entry Program are transferred 
into the veteran module." 

Veteran inmates in the module 
are encouraged to make good use 
of their time by attending classes 
that include computer skills, 
substance-abuse education, anger 
management, parenting, personal 
relationship and life skills, job- 
readiness class, culinary arts and 
12-step programs, Baca adds. 

"Every inmate in the module 
served in our armed forces," Baca 
says. "At times, many risked life or 
limb. Each earned an honorable 
discharge. It makes no practical or 
moral sense for us to turn a blind 
eye just because they are in 
trouble. These veterans were 
prepared to risk their lives to 
protect their fellow Americans. 
The least I can do - the least we 
can do - is to help these veterans 
repair their lives so they may 
again become contributing 
members to the society they once 
helped protect." 

Released veterans report to the 
VA Re-Entry Program located at 
the VA Greater Los Angeles 



Ambulatory Care Center. Once 
enrolled, former inmates have 
access to VA medical and psychi- 
atric care, Espinosa says. They 
also have access to an array of 
transitional housing programs 
such as mental health and 
substance-abuse treatment. VA 
also offers job-training and 
placement programs. 

Ron Scott believes in the merits 
of the re-entry program. Scott, 45, 
a former artilleryman, traded his 
Army chevrons after an honorable 
discharge for state prison stripes 
following frequent bouts with 
drugs, alcohol and homelessness. 
He was serving an eight-month 
sentence when he heard about 
VA's re-entry program. 

"I feel real positive about my life 
today," Scott says. "I have a job. I 
have reconnected with my sisters, 
my daughter and my grandchil- 
dren. Things are going great for 
me, and I give credit to VA and the 
people who helped me take back 
my life. I've learned it's easier to 
go to work 40 hours a week than it 
is to be drunk, strung out on 
drugs and homeless." 

The veterans module is the 
result of a partnership among VA, 
Community Transition Unit of 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department, Hacienda/La Puente 
School District, U.S. Veterans 
Initiative and Volunteers of 
America. O 
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Celebrity Cruises' 



Ultimate 
Caribbean 



American Legion 



Horizon* 

Ultimate Caribbean 
11/1 7/03-04/12/04 



10- Night: Tampa, Florida; George Town, Grand Cayman; 
Puerto Limon; Costa Rica; Colon, Panama; Roatan, Honduras; 
Cozumel, Mexico; Tampa, Florida 

1 1 -Night: Tampa, Florida; Nassau, Bahamas; San Juan, Puerto 
Rico; St. Thomas, U.S.V.I.; Philipsburg, St. Maarten; Tortola, B.V.I; 
Key West, Florida; Tampa, Florida 



Prices Stating from: 



$ 850* 



Zenith 8 

Southern/Western Caribbean 
11/23/03-04/11/04 

Southern Caribbean: Jacksonville, Florida; San Juan, Puerto Rico; 
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas; Basseterre, St. Kitts; St. George, 
Grenada; Bridgetown, Barbados; Philipsburg, St. Maarten; 
Cococay, Bahamas; Jacksonville, Florida 

Western Caribbean: Jacksonville, Florida; Costa Maya, Mexico; 
Roatan, Honduras; Puerto Limon, Costa Rica; Colon, Panama; 
George Town, Grand Cayman; Key West, Florida; Cococay, 
Bahamas; Jacksonville, Florida 



Prices Stating from 



$ 70cr 




j Call the Cruise Club at: 

1-888-226-2100, 

for your American Legion Discount or visit 
www.latesttraveloffers.com/partner/legion! 

*AII prices are per person, double occupancy, cruise-only on select 
sailings. Prices are quoted in U.S. dollars. Government taxes and 
fees are additional. All itineraries and prices are current at the time 
of printing and subject to change without notice. Certain 
restrictions apply. ©2003 Celebrity Cruises. Ships' Registry: The 
Bahamas. SL03- 123282 • 11/7/2003 



Test our Professional Power 

Dfi 9 CHIPPER 

RISK-FREE for 
6 Months ! 

We're so sure you'll love it, we're 
willing to let you use our Professional 
Power DR® CHIPPER on your own 
property for 6 months to — 
• CLEAN UP UGLY BRUSH PILES 

that spoil the 

appearance of your 

property. 




• CHIP BRANCHES up to 

4-1/2" thick! 

• CREATE BEAUTIFUL WOOD CHIP 
MULCH for landscaping. 

If the DR® doesn't AMAZE 
you, you can send it back, and we'll 
give you a full refund of your original 
purchase price including shipping 

www.drchipper.com 



Please mail coupon or call TOLL FREE 
for complete FREE DETAILS! 

1-800-709-0278 




YES! Please rush complete FREE DETAILS of the 
Professional-Power DR® CHIPPERS, including prices 
and specifications of models and options, plus Factory- 
Direct Savings now in effect. 

Name 



COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 471 26X 
MeigsJ^oaJJ^^^J/^r^ejines, VT 05491 



Hear The Radio That 
Woke Up An Entire Industry. 



The sound of most tabletop music 
systems leaves much to be desired. 
But now the award-winning 
Bose® Wave® radio/CD changes ■ 
all that. 

We think it's the best- 
sounding music system for its 
size, and audio critics agree. Like Sound 
& Vision which says, "I'm not aware of 
anything else quite like it at any price." 

The Wave® radio/CD fits almost any- 
where and is available directly from Bose, 




the most respected name in sound. 
Call now to learn more about our satis- 
faction guarantee and risk-free in-home 
trial. And be sure 



to ask about our 
financing options. 



For FREE Shipping 
order by 
March 31, 2004. 



Call Today, 1-800-581-2673, ext. TC874. 

For information on all our products: www.bose.com/tc874 



Better sound through research® 

©2004 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Wave® radio design is also a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing 
and free shipping offer not to be combined with any other offer or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. Risk free refers 
to 30-day trial offer only. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quote is reprinted with permission: Brian C. Fenton, Sound & Vision, 7/99. 



Decades of History 



Complete 
96-Coin 
"Lincoln 
Memorial' 
Penny Set, 
1959-2003 

$ 16 95 

BRILLIANT 
UNCIRCULATED 
Reg. $ 25 




The Lincoln penny could soon be retired 
— now's the time to get 32% savings 
on a complete "Memorial Reverse" BU 
Set with album! Our set includes every 
circulation issue (except die varieties) of the 
Philadelphia (no mintmark), Denver (D) and 
San Francisco (S) Mints, all in gleaming 
original mint quality. There's a slot for each 
issue in the handsome album. Great gift for 
all ages! Special Introductory Price: Set, 
$16.95 (#7961). 3 Sets, $49.50. 5 Sets, 
$79.75. Add total of $2 for postage. 30-Day 
No-Risk Home Examination: Money-Back 
Guarantee. To order by credit card call 
toll-free. Or send a check or money order to: 
International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept. 4437 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
Order at 1-800-451-4463 



www.iccoin.net ( many more great deals) 4437 




National 
Executive 
Committeemen 
2003-2004 



Jimmie Foster Marco A. Valenzuela Claude B. Carpenter William W. Wilkin 

ALASKA ARIZONA ARKANSAS California 




Delbert D. Fuhrman William E. Christofferson 

TEXAS UTAH 



Donald Tetreault 

VERMONT 



George T. Blume 

VIRGINIA 



Richard D. Smith 

WASHINGTON 



William W. Kile 

WEST VIRGINIA 



David A. Korth 

WISCONSIN 



Joseph G. Sestak 

WYOMING 
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Dolores "Dee" Hardin 

ALABAMA 



Jim Van Horn 

ALASKA 



Roger L. Upchurch 

ARIZONA 




James W. Hackney 

CALIFORNIA 




Doug Winter 

COLORADO 



Lawrence F. Duffany Robert E. Voll Jr. Nicholas Pappas Reggie Beverly 

CONNECTICUT DELAWARE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FLORIDA 




Department 
Commanders 
2003-2004 




Robert C. Hannon 

VIRGINIA 



Lanny Myers 

WASHINGTON 



W.A. Holley 

WESTVIRGINIA 



David L. Gough Barbara A. Eastridge 

WISCONSIN WYOMING 
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Sea Cadet program builds character 



Some youth programs don't 
receive much publicity because of 
their comparatively small size. 
Nevertheless, they impact youth in 
meaningful ways in communities 
across America. Legion- 
naire Roger A. Sabourin's 
U.S. Naval Sea Cadets Corps 
in South Portland, Maine, is 
one such program. 

The Naval Sea Cadet 
Corps is a nonprofit youth 
organization that operates 
under the U.S. Navy and 
U.S. Coast Guard Opera- 
tions Instructions. Youth 
ages 11 to 18 participate in 
approximately 250 units 
across the country, serving 
as either League Cadets, 
ages 11 to 13, or Sea Cadets, 
ages 14 to 18. The focus of 
the program is for partici- 
pants to develop interest 
and skills in basic seaman- 
ship, to be trained in 
seagoing skills and to learn 
patriotism, courage, self- 
reliance and kindred 
virtues. More than 10,000 
Sea Cadets and League 
Cadets are in the program 
nationwide and in Puerto 
Rico and Guam. 

Sabourin, a 100-percent 
service-connected disabled 
Army veteran and a member 
of Post 35 in South Portland, 
said he stumbled across the 
Sea Cadets program in New 
Hampshire a few years ago 
and started his own unit 
shortly after. He began with 
six cadets; this year, Sab- 
ourin's Coast Guard Group 
Portland Division has 38, 
along with 10 recruits. The 
cadets, who train one 
weekend a month, have won 
national awards and last 
year finished third among 14 
teams competing in the New 
England flagship competi- 
tion at Cape Cod. Cadet 
units from all over the area 
took part in the competition 
involving the 10 basic skills 
of seamanship. 

"The youngsters who join 



want to learn about naval opera- 
tions, Americanism and patriotism," 
Sabourin said. "They want to be 
responsible. When they advance in 
rank, they've earned it. This is not a 
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Maine's Naval Sea Cadets program teaches youth basic seaman 
ship skills as well as naval history, customs and patriotism. 

Courtesy Roger A. Sabourin 



giveaway program. 

Prospective cadets must have 
passing grades and strong moral 
character to join the program, and 
they must maintain a C average once 
enrolled. They also must 
meet the physical require- 
ments of the U.S. Navy and 
Coast Guard. Once enrolled 
in the program, the cadets 
study naval history, customs 
and traditions and are 
instructed by active-duty, 
reserve and retired U.S. Navy 
and Coast Guard personnel. 
Upon graduation from high 
school, Sea Cadets can enlist 
in the armed forces, with the 
exception of the Marines, 
with the rank of E-3. 

Cadets wear modified 
Navy uniforms, train at the 
Coast Guard Group Portland 
base and eat at the base 
galley. Sabourin says some 
of his cadets have moved on 
to West Point and the U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

"During the school year, 
we always build three to four 
hours in the schedule for 
homework from school," he 
said. "You see that students 
who entered the program 
with a C average left with a 
B average. B students 
became B+ or A- students. 
That's one of my paychecks 
right there, seeing cadets 
grow like that." 

Sabourin, with the help of 
Coast Guard Group Portland 
personnel, also offers a two- 
week Coast Guard Port 
Training course, where 
students learn basic naviga- 
tion, plot a course and then 
pilot the course on a Coast 
Guard cutter. 

Last summer, The Ameri- 
can Legion Department of 
Maine passed a resolution 
adopting the Sea Cadets as 
one of its youth programs. 
Sabourin is trying to start 
similar units throughout the 
state. He says Legion 
sponsorship of the program 
is a natural fit. 
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Brieden presents 'blueprint' to House, Senate 



U.S. Army Cpl. Jason Stiffler was 
severely injured in Afghanistan 
two years ago, but his troubles 
had just begun. During the next 
15 months, he encountered delays, 
frustration and severe financial 
hardship while trying to get what 
turned out to be a 100-percent 
disability rating from the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

VA, the Veterans Health Admin- 
istration and the Veterans Board of 
Appeals clearly failed in their duty 
to assist this new veteran, Ameri- 
can Legion National Commander 
John Brieden recently told a joint 
session of the House and Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committees in 
Washington. Brieden promised to 
work with the committees to make 
sure it doesn't happen again. 

"Today, thousands of American 
servicemembers - active duty, 
Guard and Reserve - are deployed 
to far-off lands in response to the 
nation's call to arms," Brieden 
said. "This new generation of 
warriors will one day turn to the 
VA for assistance, and it is within 
the power of your committees to 
ensure that the system created to 
care for the unique needs of 
veterans is indeed capable of 
providing that care. As national 
commander of the nation's largest 
veterans service organization, I 
stand ready to work with you to 
accomplish that goal." 

Brieden presented the commit- 
tee with the Legion's key concerns 
regarding veterans health care, 
VA's annual budget, a swifter 
claims process, concurrent receipt, 
future Agent Orange studies and 
the ramifications of the Capital 
Asset Realignment for Enhanced 
Services study. He also told the 
committee that America's govern- 
ment cannot commit the nation's 
servicemembers to a war and then 
ignore the promise made to them, 
and to those who served before 
them, once they no longer serve in 
the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Brieden said the solutions to 
VA's funding woes will come from 
allowing VA to bill, collect and 
retain third-party reimbursements 
and receive payment from Medi- 
care on behalf of Medicare-eligible 
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American Legion National Commander 
John Brieden testifies before Congress 
concerning veterans benefits. FUePhoto 

veterans and adding all third-party 
reimbursements, co-payments and 
deductibles to the VA budget, 
rather than count them as an 
offset against it. 

"Balancing VA's budget on the 
backs of veterans is not the 
solution," Brieden said. "Suspend- 



ing enrollment of previously 
eligible veterans is not the solu- 
tion. Ensuring adequate funding 
for VA medical care is the solu- 
tion. The American Legion 
supports a combination of solu- 
tions that will create new revenue 
streams for VA and enable all 
veterans to choose VA as their 
health-care provider." 

Perhaps the most critical 
change was making VA funding 
mandatory rather than discretion- 
ary, Brieden said. 

Shifting to VA's CARES study, 
Brieden said that while the Legion 
supports realigning VA's assets to 
better serve the needs of veterans, 
it could not support suspending or 
eliminating services for the sake 
of the budget. 

"Our efforts to improve the lives 
of America's veterans will not only 
fulfill the obligation of a grateful 
nation," Brieden said, "but will 
also illustrate to the world that 
serving in the U.S. military is not 
a sacrifice, but rather an honor." 




Get a New 2004 American ^\ 
Eagle Silver Dollar at our cost! 

You can't purchase an Uncirculated American Eagle silver dollar directly 
from the U.S. Mint. But you can now purchase this official 2004 
U.S. silver dollar from Littleton Coin Company at our cost, and 
with FREE shipment to your home! 
The beautiful and sought-after $1 American Eagle is over 
^ 99.9% pure silver, and carries the same design as the 
popular "Walking Liberty" silver coins of 1916-47. 
You'll also receive our fully illustrated 
catalog, plus other fascinating selections 



Approval Service, from which you may 
purchase any or none - return balance in 15 
days - with option to cancel at any time. But 
|\ don't delay - order your 2004 American 
J A Eagle silver dollar at our cost today! 

45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction 
Nearly 60 Years of Friendly Service to Collectors 

i \ Special Offer For New Customers... 

2004 American Eagle Silver Dollar at our cost! 

j£WC] Please send me the Uncirculated American Eagle Silver Dollar 
| %/\ \ £jj| at Littletons cost and with Free Shipping (limit 5). Plus, my 

FREE Uncirculated Arkansas Quarter. (One per customer, please.) 

Order deadline: Januaiy 31, 2004 How M (|jmjt 5): 

Method of payment: 

n SSf* n mT^ 0 ^ enC '° Sed Total Cost at $6.95 each: $ 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

□ American Express □ NOVUS Cards 
Card No. Exp. Date / 





2004 marks the 1 8th 
anniversary of the ^ 
American Eagle series | 
In beautiful mint Q 
Uncirculated condition! 
Limited-time offer 
for new customers 
FREE Uncirculated 
Arkansas Quarter! 



ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY JANUARY 31, 2004 



Shipping & Handling: $ FREE! 
— I — I Total Amount: $ 



Please send to: 



□^Littleton 

1 x, [ Coin Compan y 



! City_ 



_Zip_ 



Dept. KPE405 

1309 Mt. Eustis Road 
Littleton NH 03561-3737 



www.littletoncoin.com/specialsj 
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Local posts to participate in memorial dedication 



The National World War II 
Memorial will be dedicated at 
2 p.m. (EDT) May 29 in Washing- 
ton, nearly 59 years after the end 
of World War II. The American 
Legion realizes that most World 
War II veterans will not be able to 
attend national dedication events 
that weekend. Therefore, Legion 
posts across the nation are encour- 
aged to conduct ^^^^^^^^ 



events that pay 
tribute to veter- 
ans in their own 
communities. A 
proposed sched- 
ule for the May 
29 events follows: 
■ Prayer Break- 
fast. Begins at 
7 a.m. This event 
provides an opportunity for 
members of the Legion family, as 
well as local citizens, to focus on 
the weekend's Memorial Day 
activities. The event, which can be 
conducted by Legion post chap- 



For more info 

For a free community-event planning 
guide and walk-a-thon registration 
forms, call your department head- 
quarters or contact The American 
Legion Public Relations Division. 

Call: (317) 630-1253 

Online: www.legion.org 



lains or local clergy, should 
include all denominations and 
faiths. In small towns, breakfasts 
might be conducted at posts. In 
larger cities, bigger venues may be 
necessary. 

■ The American Legion Family- 
Children's Miracle Network Walk- 
a-thon. Begins at 8:30 a.m. and 
follows a pre-determined route. 

The purpose of 
the walk-a-thon, 
which is open to 
the general 
public, is 
twofold: to 
honor those who 
served during 
World War II 
and to care for 
the legacy they 
fought to ensure - namely, the 
nation's children. Funds raised 
help today's hospitalized children. 

■ World War II Exposition/ 
Celebration. Begins at 10:30 a.m. 
and continues through the comple- 



tion of the national dedication 
ceremony in Washington at 
approximately 5 p.m. (EDT). 
Celebrations - which can be 
conducted at community gathering 
areas, fairgrounds or stadiums - 
may be as large or small as the 
town or city decides. Activities 
may include historic and military 
displays - especially displays 
covering the World War II era, 
community booths and exhibits, 
and games and entertainment. 
However, a ceremony honoring 
local World War II veterans should 
be the highlight of the afternoon. 
Posts should provide the opportu- 
nity for veterans and the general 
public to view live television 
coverage of the national dedication 
ceremony. Public viewing times 
should coincide with the 2 p.m. 
ceremony in Washington. 

No official activities are sched- 
uled during the evening, freeing 
posts and other organizations to 
conduct social events. 
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Airlines offer 
Legionnaires 
travel discounts 

Four major airlines are offering 
travel discounts to members of 
The American Legion Family who 
plan to attend the National World 
War II Memorial Dedication 
ceremony in Washington during 
Memorial Day weekend. Legion- 
naires are requested to make 
reservations directly through the 
airlines, not through The Ameri- 
can Legion. 

When making airline reserva- 
tions for members of The Ameri- 
can Legion family, use the 
following telephone numbers and 
reference codes: 

Northwest Airlines: (800) 328-1111. 
Refer to World File No. NM3SZ. 

American Airlines: (800) 433-1790. 
Refer to AWD No. B136000. 

US Airways: (877) 874-7687. Refer 
to Gold File No. 1661-2946. 

United Airlines: (800) 521-4041. 
Refer to Tour Code No. 500ZV. 



Special American 
Legion room rates 

Courtyard by Marriott, Embassy 
Row: 1600 Rhode island Ay|rt# N.W., 
Washington, D^003^«leiroom 
perjj|gj^1f s i^J p^lnnax. Parking 
fe<fiSlffl(l|P#^ehicle per day. Reser- 
vatSffsrTsOO) 321-2211 or (202) 293- 
8000 

Marriott Key Bridge: 1401 Lee 
Highway, Arlington, VA 22209. $104 per 
room per night plus 9.75 percent tax. 
Parking fees are $10 per vehicle per 
day. Reservations: (800) 228-9290 or 
(703) 524-6400 

Marriott Crystal City: 1999 Jefferson 
Davis Highway, Arlington, VA 22202. 
$104 per room per night plus 9.75 
percent tax. Parking fees are $12 per 
vehicle per day. Reservations: (800) 
228-9290 or (703) 413-5500 

When making reservations, 
indicate that you are attending 
The American Legion World War II 
Memorial Dedication. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



"Death Begins In The Bowel" 

Most diseases gain their foothold in the bowel 
and invade your body causing pain, misery & even death! 



By Dr. Ron Gellatley 

You will be astonished to learn that a lot 
of diseases which seem to have little to 
do with your bowel are actually caused 
by a bowel suffocating with undischarged 
wastes. 

Do you suffer from any of these 
complaints? 

Stomach problems, migraines, head- 
aches, backaches, Candida, low motivation, 
lack of energy and low immunity. Even 
arthritis has been linked to bowel problems. 

Death really does begin in the waste 
clogged bowel. The trouble is that few peo- 
ple realize their bowel is clogged - the real- 
ity is that very few of us are aware that we 
are carrying a load of poisonous wastes in 
our bowel. 

We think our problems have other caus- 
es. We do not understand that these wastes 
are affecting every cell and every tissue in 
our body. We cannot understand why we are 
tired all the time or why we have difficulty 
with moodiness and cannot cope. All too 
often our problems come from our bowel. 

Look at it this way, if vou carry poisons 
in your bowel they must seep into your 
bloodstream . 

Your blood goes to every part of your 
body, including your brain. 

How can anyone think clearly if the blood 
feeding their brain contains waste which 
should be in the sewer? 

No wonder people wake up sometimes 
and feel their brain is stuffed with cotton. 

Illness emanating from bowel problems 
is costing the country millions of dollars in 
sickness. 

How much misery does irritable bowel, 
diverticulitis and stomach ulcers cause? 
What about constipation, the curse of mod- 
ern civilization? It makes people feel ill all the 
time, causes sick headaches, lowers energy 
and slowly poisons us. 

Your quality of life can be dictated by your 
bowel. It is hard to be the life of the party if 
your bowel is not performing properly. 

How can anyone be full of joy with an irri- 
table bowel? Look around you, where are all 
the happy people? 

My new book, "Internal Health-The Key to 
Youth and Vitality" (already a best seller in 
Australia) is packed with vital information: 

• You will find natural ways to rid yourself of 
constipation. 

• You will find simple ways to bear irritable 
bowel. 

• Discover the vitamin which is essential if 



you suffer from diverticulitis. 
•Why put up with bloating, wind and 
indigestion if you don't have to? 

• Most people who are constipated take 
fiber. Find out why some fibers can make 
your condition worse, not better. 

• Antibiotics seem to be given out for almost 
everything and you should find out what 
they can do to you. 

• Why do children who take a lot of antibi- 
otics seem to catch everything that is 
going around? 

• Find out what we all must do after taking 
antibiotics. The book explains why eating 
yogurt will not do for you what you think it 
is doing. 

You can find all this information and 
much more in this fascinating book. 

If you want to feel better, if you want to 
have boundless energy, if you want to feel 
terrific most of the time, regardless of your 
age, then this book is for you. I have discov- 
ered in over 15 years of practice that the 
major cause of feeling your age, loss of ener- 
gy and ill health is an internal system that is 
not working. 

How can anyone feel full of the joy of liv- 
ing with a colon that is full of wastes, a colon 
where the lining is inflamed, full of pain and 
poisoned with waste? 

If you suffer with diverticulitis, constipa- 
tion, irritable bowel, bloating and wind, this 
book is a must read! You learn step-by-step 
how to supercharge your entire digestive 
system... and you can feel better than you 
have in years. 

This amazing book is already a best sell- 
er in Australia having sold for $32.95 each. 
Right now as part of a special U.S. edition 
introductory offer, you can order a special 
press run of "Internal Health: The Key to 
Youth and Vitality" for only $1 2.95 plus $2.00 
shipping. It comes with a 90 day money back 
guarantee. If you are not 100% satisfied, 
simply return it for a full refund - no ques- 
tions asked . 

Order an extra copy for family or friend 
and SAVE. You can order 2 for only $20 total. 

HERE'S HOW TO ORDER: Simply PRINT 
your name and address and the words 
"Internal Health" on a piece of paper and 
mail it along with a check or money order to: 
THE LEADER CO., INC., Publishing Division, 
Dept. IH701, P.O. Box 8347, Canton, OH 
4471 1 . VISA or MasterCard send card num- 
ber and expiration date. Act now. Orders will 
be fulfilled on a first come, first served basis. 
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Legion reaffirms pledge support 



The Supreme Court recently 
announced it will decide this year 
whether it is constitutional for 
public-school teachers to lead 
students in the Pledge of Alle- 
giance because the pledge contains 
the words "under God." Those two 
words were inserted into the 
pledge by an act of Congress in 
1954. During the Cold War, U.S. 
religious leaders lobbied to add the 
words to draw a distinction 
between America and countries 
under atheistic communism, to 
show that individual rights in 
America are based upon the 
existence of a Supreme Being and 
Creator, and that America relies on 
divine providence for preservation 
of the nation. 

The American Legion filed a 
friend-of-the-court brief last 
summer in support of the constitu- 
tionality of the Pledge of Alle- 
giance in federal court in San 
Francisco and has committed to 
take the battle to the highest court 
in the land, if necessary. 

"The heart of this case is about 



allowing the Constitution to 
appropriately reflect the intent of 
our republic's founders and the 
values of the American people," 
American Legion National Com- 
mander John Brieden said. "We 
believe our nation 
will be stronger 
when the courts let 
our Constitution 
protect the rights of 
all the people rather 
than merely the 
wrongs of a few 
people. The pledge 
isn't the only issue. 
What is really at 
stake is the moral 
direction of the 
nation." 

The 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San 
Francisco ruled 2-1 
in June 2002 that 
reciting the pledge 
in public schools is unconstitution 
al. The court reaffirmed its deci- 
sion in February, amending the 




ruling to say that "teacher-led" 
recitation of the pledge is unconsti- 
tutional. The rulings came after 
Michael Newdow, an atheist and 
father of an elementary school girl, 
filed the case against the United 
States, Congress, 
California and two 
school districts. 
Newdow 's church- 
going daughter 
lives with her 
mother, who has 
sole custody of the 
young girl. 

In 1954, Presi- 
dent Eisenhower 
signed legislation 
inserting "under 
God" after the 
words "one na- 
tion." The Ameri- 
can Legion sup- 
ported the 
addition. 
"We have full 
faith the court will uphold the 
right of the people as one nation 
under God," Brieden said. 



Comstock 



Travel discounts available to Legion meetings 



The American Legion has 
obtained airline discounts with 
American Airlines, Northwest 
Airlines, United Airlines and US 
Airways for travel to official 
American Legion meetings during 
2004. By making travel arrange- 
ments through the Legion's travel 
agent, Legionnaires will save 
5 percent to 10 percent, depend- 
ing on how far in advance tickets 
are purchased. A reduced service 
fee will be charged. Tickets 
should be purchased at least 
30 days prior to travel. 

Meetings that qualify for airline 
travel discounts are shown in the 
chart at right. 



For reservations 

Contact Marti Wooden, Finance Division, 
National Headquarters. 

Call: (317) 630-1232 

E-mail: mwooden@legion.org 



March 4-7 


DSO Workshop 


Washington (DCA, BWI & IAD) 


March 6-10 


D.C. Conference 


Washington (DCA, BWI & IAD) 


March 19-21 


NLIC 


Macon, Ga., and Atlanta 


April 2-4 


Oratorical Contest 


Indianapolis 


April 16-18 


NLIC 


Hartford, Conn., and Omaha, Neb. 


April 23-25 


NLIC 


Springfield, III., and Phoenix 


May 1-6 


Spring Meetings 


Indianapolis 


May 14-16 


NLIC 


Harrisburg, Pa. 


July 23-31 


Boys Nation 


Washington 


July 23-31 


DSO School and 
Membership Workshop 


Indianapolis 


Aug. 10-15 


Jr. Shooting Sports 


Colorado Springs, Colo. 


Aug. 12-16 


Baseball Regionals 


Hartford, Conn.; Philadelphia; Nashville, 
Tenn.; Baton Rouge, La., or New Orleans; 
Cincinnati; Omaha, Neb.; Denver; 
Eugene, Ore. 


Aug. 20-24 


American Legion 
Baseball World Series 


Eugene and/or Portland, Ore. 


Aug. 27-Sept. 2 


National Convention 


Nashville, Tenn. 


Sept. 17-19 


NLIC 


Spokane, Wash. 


Sept. 24-26 


NLIC 


Oklahoma City 


Oct. 8-14 


Fall Meetings 


Indianapolis 


Oct. 29-31 


Americanism Conference 


Indianapolis 


NOV. 6-12 


Legion College 


Indianapolis 
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Legion supports 
Operation Crayon 

For more info 

Online: www.allamericansoldiers.com/ 
operation_crayon.php 

Donations may be mailed to Operation 
Crayon, 2095 Lake Ridge Drive, 
Fayetteville, NC 28304. 



As part of The American 
Legion's commitment to Support 
our Troops, Operation Crayon has 
been added to the list of suggest- 
ed support activities. Operation 
Crayon was established to assist 
deployed soldiers in Bosnia, 
Afghanistan and Iraq. The 
program solicits school supplies 
for American troops to distribute 
to needy children in countries 
where American troops are 
deployed. The program provides a 
unique way for posts, units and 
squadrons to support America's 
troops as they promote good will 
in war-torn countries. 

Items requested for donation: 

■ Children's socks (infants to 
15-year-olds) 

■ Undergarments (4- to 15 -year- 
olds) 

■ School supplies, such as pens, 
pencils, notebooks, writing 
tablets, workbooks and folders 

■ Crayons and coloring books 

■ Small toys 

■ Candy (non-melting) and gum 

■ Toothpaste and toothbrushes 

Legionnaires can visit the above 
link directly or access the Web 
site via The American Legion 
"Support Our Troops" link. 



American Legion 
National Conventions 

Nashville, Term. Aug. 27-Sept. 2, 2004 

Honolulu Aug. 19-25, 2005 

Salt Lake City Aug. 1 8-24, 2006 
Reno f Nev. Aug. 24-30, 2007 

Phoeni x Aug. 22-28, 2008 

For more information 

Call Jennifer Zellers or Dick Holmes at 
(317) 630-1313 or (317) 630-1292. 



u 



s so easy, i just open 
the door and step in..." 



...I really used to 
enjoy having a bath 

but I realized as I got 
older that the fear of 
slipping, or the effort of 
pulling myself up after I 
had finished bathing was 
becoming a real 
problem... 

Premier Bathrooms have I 
the largest range of 
walk-in bath tubs in the 
country, and buying one I 
helped me regain my 
independence." 



^BATHROOMS 




Remember - Premier's 
Walk- In Bath tubs give 
you independence, security 
and confidence, to enjoy 
your bathroom again. 



Please send me a FREE brochure and details of nearest locations 
on THE MOST VERSATILE BATH - EVER! 



Telephone ( 



I City State Zip 

I Send to: Premier Bathrooms, Inc., 2330 A South Nova Road, South Daytona, FL 32119 



The Smart Mower 

for Small Lawns! 

The NEUTON™ Cordless Electric Mower uses no gas or 
oil, so it's quiet, clean, and starts instantly — every time! It is 
lightweight, so it's easy for anyone to use. So economical it 
costs just 10C to mow your lawn and never needs a tune-up. 
It's the only lawn mower that will also TRIM around treesj 
EDGE along your walk or driveway. 

Learn about our 6-Month Free 
Trial, and how you can 
receive a FREE Bagger 
right now! Just mail 
the coupon below, 
visit us online at 
www.neutonmowers.com 
or call toll free. 




TOLL-FREE 
1-800-709-0278 



So why use a gas 
powered mower on 
a small lawn? 




nGubon 



RDLESS OUTDOOR POWE 



EQUIPMENT 



www.neutonmowers.com 



YES! Please rush my FREE Catalog and Video all about the amazing 
NEUTON™ Cordless Electric Mower, details of the optional Trimmer/ 
Edger Attachment, and how I can get a Free Bagger. 

Name_ 



I Address 






AML 


I City 


State 


ZIP 




! E-mail 



Country Home Products®, Dept.47l27X 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, Vermont 05491 



comrades I 



How to Submit a Reunion 



The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number and 
e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion Maga- 
zine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices should be 
sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 



Other Notices 



"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, tele- 



phone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, 
fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published free 
of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Mem- 
berships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify an 
injury received during service, contact your Legion department service 
officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE 



AeroMed Evac Assn, Valley Forge, PA, 
6/16-19, George White, (334) 678-1919, 
georgeaw@ala.net; 1st Comp Tech Sqdn 
(1948-1954), Las Vegas, 3/20-27, James J. 
O'Reilly, (540) 948-5028, jjor@earthlink.net; 
1st Strat Air Depot Assn (Honington- 
Troston, England, 1942-1946), Schaumberg, 
IL, 5/20-23, Warren L. Stanley, (408) 248-8627, 
wstanley@neteze.com; 18th Ftr Wing/Grp, 
Dayton, OH, 4/26-5/1, Tom Ryder, (806) 352- 
0345, redryder4@cox.net 

22nd Mil Airlift Sqdn (Tachikawa), Branson, 
MO, 5/5-8, Muriel E. Wright, (573) 346-7153; 
48th TAC Hosp, Las Vegas, 2/16, Bill Giussi, 
(209) 956-1641, bgiussi@earthlink.net; 349th 
TC Grp 349th TCW 349th Ftr Bomb Wing 
349th Mil Airlift Wing 349th Air Mobility 
Wing (WWII), Travis AFB, CA, 5/29, S.A. 
Owens, (650) 595-4344, saocol@aol.com; 
351st Bomb Grp (Polebrook, England, 
WWII), Washington, 5/27-30, Clint Hammond, 
(717) 766-1489 

401st Bomb Grp (H) Assn, Braintree, MA, 8/ 
18-21, George Menzel, (912) 598-0271; 820th 
Opn Sqdn, Pittsburgh, NY, 7/24, Herbert L 
Andrew III, (410) 822-4794, handrew@tcfl.org; 
Abn Msl Maint Syst SAC, Bossier City, 
LA, 4/22-25, Jesse L. Hyde, (318) 640-8478, 
dhyde97589@aol.com; Berlin Airlift Vets 
Assn (1948-1949), Kissimmee, FL, 5/12-16, 
J.W. Studak, (512) 452-0903 

ARMY 



11th Airborne Div (WWII), New York, 2/21, 
Sy Silverman, (914) 736-0462; 24th Inf Div 
Football Team (Augsburg, Germany, 1961- 
1964), San Diego, June, Leo Parchesky, (570) 
537-2444, leopar@npacc.net; 86th Chem 
Mortar Bn Assn, Atlanta, 4/21-25, George L. 
Murray, (256) 820-4415; 278th Rgt Cbt Team, 
Pigeon Forge, TN, 3/19-20, Billy B. Stewart, 
(423) 745-9394, bbstewart@webtv.net; 369th 
Eng Amph Support Rgt 6th Army, 460th 
AAA AW Bn D Btry (WWII), Norman, OK, 
5/13-15, James K. Jones, (405) 321-4725, 
jameskjones@juno.com 

519th Trans Bn 9th Log Cmd (Thailand, 
1968-1970), Colorado Springs, CO, 
7/2-5, Joseph J. Wilson, (719) 597-1406, 

jjwilson@pcisys.net; 785th MP Bn (WWII), 
Opalika, AL, 6/18-19, William Miller, (502) 
933-4577; C Co 99th Sig Bn, Gainesville, TX, 
4/16-18, Vincent Luciano, (520) 326-3745; 
Camp Kaiser, Korea (All units, 1954-1970), 
Tinton Falls, NJ, 5/19-24, George Patterson, 
(732) 539-3093, northpolebox2@aol.com; 
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Sig Corps AWS & Sig Corps Cos (WWII, 
Aleutians & Alaska), St. Louis, May, G.E. 
Weldon, (251) 633-4524, geweldon@worldnet. 
att.net 

COAST GUARD 



USCG Cbt Vets Assn, Fort Mitchell, KY, 4/22- 
26, Baker W. Herbert, (330) 887-5539 

JOINT 



Blue Goose Club USA, Peoria, IL, 9/10-11, 
Robert E. Marshall, (419) 229-6689, 
bluegooseclubusa@aol.com; Navy 
Explosive Ord Disposal Assn, Henderson, 
NV, 7/15-19, Jerry Evans, (702) 558- 
3541, jevansl8@juno.com; Pershing 
Professionals, Lawton, OK, 6/9-13, Glenn 
Stebleton, (580) 355-7135, steblga@msn.com 

MARINES 



Echo Co 2nd Bn 3rd Mar (Vietnam, 
1965-1969), Beaufort, SC, 6/10-13, Donald E. 
Hinman, (585) 798-0830, echo2367@ 
rochester.rr.com; I Co 3/7 1st Mar Div (All 
Wars), Washington, 8/11-15, Dennis Deibert, 
(717) 652-1695; Mar Raider Roundup, Reno, 
NV, 5/11-12, Archie B. Rackerby, (530) 273- 
4220; VMA(AW)-225 "vikings" (Da Nang, 
Vietnam, 1969), Memphis, TN, July, Frank 
Chance, (252) 439-8538 

NAVY 



1st Naval Beach Bn, Orlando, FL, 5/6-9, Sue 
Marlin, (407) 365-1013; 101st Seabee Bn, 
Seattle, 5/12-16, Calvin E. Belt, (812) 422-1983; 
166th Ord 8th Army (1943-1945), Melvin A. 
Berry, (417) 781-1535; All-Seabee Reunion, 
Port Hueneme, CA, 5/20-23, Ed Kloster, (626) 
280-9495, mccb@earthlink.com; Naval Crypt 
Vets Assn (New England Chpt), Brunswick, 
ME, 5/14-15, Larry Peterson, (603) 880-4203, 
aa1mw@aol.com 

USS Ajax Reunion Assn, San Diego, 
6/17-21, Richard J. Kujawa, (763) 757-9201, 
ussajaxar6@comcast.net; USS Aucilla 
AO 56, Mobile, AL, 4/26-30, Anthony 
Flynn, (386) 671-1988, tyga141@aol.com; 
USS Augusta CA 31 Assn, San Antonio, 
5/25-30, Ida Mae Forry, (814) 735-4846, 
rimlodge@pennswoods.net; USS Charles F. 
Adams DDG 2, Fall River, MA, 5/14-17, Bill 
O'Neill, (413) 221-2922, oneillbill@email.eom 

USS Charles H. Roan DD 853, Providence, 
Rl, 8/11-15, Richard F. Souza, (850) 476-1350, 
rsouzal@worldnet.att.net; USS Colhoun 
DD 801, Norfolk, VA, 3/29-4/1, Ernest J. 
Amaral, (209) 296-7542; USS Doyle DD 



494/DMS 34, Charleston, SC, 4/28-5/2, Ted 
Hoch, (570) 596-2426; USS Holt DE 706, San 
Antonio, 5/12-15, Bill Morgan, (214) 352-6718, 
wjm-lgm@msn.com; USS Knudson APD 101, 
Williamsburg, VA, 5/18-20, Wayne J. Reynolds, 
(386) 789-8612, wjreynolds@mpinet.net; USS 
LST 281, Myrtle Beach, SC, 4/25-27, Fred 
Coley, (864) 472-6010; USS Macomb DD 
458/DMS 23, Charleston, SC, 4/28-5/2, Ted 
Hoch, (570) 596-2426 

USS Macon CA 132, Myrtle Beach, SC, 
4/27-5/2, Harold Foley, (781) 237-3242, 
hefrmcm@comcast.net; USS Marathon 
APA 200, Washington, 5/25-30, John Wayne 
Mohney, (812) 824-7153, johnwaynemohney® 
insightbb.com; USS Muliphen AKA 61, 
Mount Pleasant, SC, 6/3-6, Ronald Waint, 
(302) 737-1751, rwaint@delanet.com; 
USS Osage LSV 3, Branson, MO, 5/4- 
6, Duncan Alexander, (270) 355-2256, 
dunalex22@wmconnect.com 

USS Palau CVE 122, Charleston, SC, 
4/25-28, Harry G. Weldy, (410) 658-6043, 
hweldy@dol.net; USS PaslgA\N 3, Branson, 
MO, 6/24-26, Howard Prickitt, (717) 757-6859, 
prickitt@blazenet.net; USS Pennsylvania, 
Memphis, TN, 4/29-5/2, Jess Dennis, (901) 
357-0263, jess@usspennsylvania.com; 
USS Ranger CVA/CV 61, Branson, MO, 
6/3-6, Jerry Ziegler, (513) 733-3655, 
duntrucken36@aol.com 

USS Sarsfield DD/EDD 837, Charleston, 
SC, 5/5-8, Emery Spirko, (732) 254-5895, 
theretiredman@comcast.net; USS Semmes 
DDG 18, New Orleans, 7/9-13, Charles Layus, 
cllrn3@bellsouth.net; USS Shannon DM 
25, Portland, ME, 6/23-27, John K. Duegaw, 
(540) 288-9632, jkduegaw@yahoo.com; USS 
Sturtevant DE/DER 239, KY, 4/29-5/2, John 
Angst, (604) 989-9041, ajack@triwest.net; 
USS Talbot DEG/FFG 4, Mount Laurel, NJ, 
7/2-6, Frederick Dougan, (765) 641-0164, 
bosnfred@aol.com 

USS Tattnall DDG 19, Fall River, MA, 
5/14-17, Leroy Houghton, (352) 307-9202, 
Leroy@c4.net; USS Tweedy DE 532 (1951- 
1953), John E. Fleming, (201) 384-9323 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 4, FL: Arnold R. Densen 

Post 138, FL: Steven Durant, Paul LeDuc, 

George Walters 
Post 162, FL: Albert Armento, Ron Becker, 

Raymond Blanchette, Herman Greer, 

Charles Hannan, John Holt, Robert Keller, 

Michael Ross, Robert Trulson 



Post 285, FL: Clifford A. Capelle, James F. 

Grayson 
Post 166, NJ: Robert J. Laib 
Post 429, NY: Peter A. Carlson, Alan D. Coon, 

Robert E. Curthoys, Gordon Janow, Robert 

C. Magee, Peter H. Troy II, Gene H. Whittaker 
Post 242, PA: Earl F. Rush 
Post 299, PA: John S. Fait, Richard R. Syrjanen 
Post 2, TN: Alan Atkin, James R. Eddy 
Post 168, WA: Kenneth K. Downing, 

Lawrence M. Frasier 
Post 137, WV: Bob R. Brasher 



COMRADES IN DISTRESS 

Bay of Yokohama, Japan. George C. Garcia 
seeks witnesses to verify that despite 
suffering trenchfoot, he regularly walked 
from the Army's port engineering outfit to 
Haneda AFB dispensary in spring 1946. CID 
1456 

Fort Bragg, N.C., Feb 1951-Jan 1952. Norvell 
Allen seeks witnesses to verify an Army 
physician's order to treat his cold feet with 
tablets and water, which resulted in cracked 
heels, skin scaling, inflammation, changes 
in skin color and decreased circulation. CID 
1457 

18th Trans Co. Alfred E. Woodson seeks 
witnesses to verify he suffered injuries 
when he fell to the ground while fueling a 
helicopter during a thunderstorm in Ober 
Schleissheim, Germany, in fall 1956. CID 
1458 



IN SEARCH OF 



1st inf 7th FA (Bear Cat & Di An, Vietnam, 
Nov 1965-Dec 1966), Ronald Thrush, (330) 
273-5033, skyhook4376@msn.com 

3rd Eng Bn 24th Inf Div (Korea, 1954-1955), 
Pat O'Rourke, (518) 239-6004 

5th Tow Target Sqdn (Neubiberg AFB, 
Germany, 1954-1958), Walter Brooks, (850) 
505-4968, brookwlb@hotmail.com 

10th Cav 7th inf Div B Trp (Camp Kaiser, 
Korea, 1961-1962), George Patterson, (732) 
539-3093, northpolebox2@aol.com 

10th Finance (Vietnam, 1967-1968), Ray 
Maccioni, (734) 671-6459, maccionir@aol.com 

11th Armd Cav Rgt L Trp (Regensburg, 
Germany, Jan 1963-July 1964), Frank 
Vesperas, 74 Ewaliko Ave., Hilo, HI 96720 

14th Base Post Office (Yung Dung Po, 
Korea, Sept 1946-Nov 1947), Tony Reilly, 
(216) 486-5693 

35th Armor (Basic Tng, Fort Hood, TX, 
Sept 1958-Mar 1959), Bill Smalley, (863) 
696-9349 

35th QM Pack Co "Mule Pack" (Fort 

Carson, CO, 1955-1956), R. Goldtrap, (916) 

362-8473, rustyrg@msn.com 
63rd Trans Unit (Cam Rahn Bay & Chu Lai, 

Vietnam, Sept 1966-Oct 1967), Frank 

BettS, (309) 527-2521 
67th Armor (Monteith Barracks, Erlangen, 

Germany, Apr 1959-Sept 1960), Bill 

Smalley, (863) 696-9349 
95th QM Bn B Co (Faulenberg Kaserne, 

Wurzburg, Germany, 1962-1965), Steve Du 

Bos, hangook@hotmail.com 
107th NCB (Tinian, Aug 1944-OCt 1945), 

Frank Kullmann, (201) 825-9465 
143rd Sig Bn 3rd Armd Div HQ Co 

(Frankfurt, Germany, 1965-1966), Harry N. 

Bays, (937) 444-2624, harrybays1@msn.com 
196th Ord Det (Worms, Germany, 1957- 

1962), Ronald Catlin, (308) 237-7220, 

rrcatlin@nebi.com 
411th Base Shop Eng Bn c Co (Cairns, 

Australia, New Guinea, & Batangas, 

Philippines, Dec 1942-Dec 1945), Joe Garr, 

(406) 587-5072, joegarrfish@msn.com 
430th Eng Bn, Nick Sloan, (410) 897-9642, 

nsloan26@comcast.net 



445th Ftr intercept Sqdn (Wurtsmith 

AFB, Ml), Bob Stamm, (440) 268-9739, 

acorngroup@adelphia.net 
465th Bomb Wing HQ Sq (Robins AFB, 

GA, 1965-1967), Don Phillips, drpcloud® 

earthlink.net 
503rd Eng Supply Depot (Korea, 1954- 

1955), Pat O'Rourke, (518) 239-6004 

523rd Pipeline Co (Korea, 1954-1955), Pat 

O'Rourke, (518) 239-6004 

542nd Med Co (Qui Nhon, Vietnam, 1965- 

1966), Bob Rose, (860) 489-4184 
717th AC&W Sqdn 11th Air Div (Alaska, 

Sept 1952-Dec 1953), Marvin Lash, (281) 

469-5777, melash@worldnet.att.net 
820th Opn Sqdn (Pittsburgh AFB, NY, 

1956-1958), Herbert Andrew, (410) 822- 

4794, handrew@tefl.org 
1094th USAF Spec Reporting Sqdn 

(Killeen, TX, 1948-1951 & Manzano Base, 

Albuquerque, NM, 1951-1956), Jim Kinard, 

(843) 650-5176, jakinard55@aol.com 
1961st Comm Grp (Clark AB, 

Philippines, 1967-1969), Don Phillips, 

drpcloud@earthlink.net 
3412th Student Sqdn Radio (Keesler 

AFB, MS, 1953), Daniel L. Grimsley, (910) 

371-2017 

3450th Med Sq (F.E. warren AFB, WY, Mar 
1952-Mar 1953), Thomas J. Mclntyre, (608) 
244-1890 

3722nd Tng Sqdn Fit 2685 (Lackland AFB, 
TX, Dec 1951-March 1952), Thomas J. 
Mclntyre, (608) 244-1890 

3918th Cbt Support Grp SAC (RAF upper 
Heyford, England, APO 194, NY), Jim 
Seymour, (845) 454-6641, seymourll6@ 
msn.com 

4414th QM Serv Co (England & Germany, 

1944-1945), Craig Hall, (303) 626-8230, 

chall@transmontaigne.com 
6981st Radio Grp Mobile (Elmendorf AFB, 

AK, 1955-1957), Roger B. Price, (715) 258- 

3229, rogndi@execpc.com 
8047th AU Sendai Sig Serv Det 2 APO 547 

(Sendai, Japan, 1950-1952), Pat McNally, 

(612) 824-9092 
BMTS Sqdn 3701 (Lackland AFB, TX, Mar 

1965-Mar 1969), Jack A. Graf, (623) 322- 

5065, jack_graf@yahoo.com 
Co 1692 (Great Lakes NTC, July 1944), Hugh 

Webb, (606) 848-2849, dude@setel.com 
Det A 701st Ord Maint Co (Bad Tolz, 

Darmstadt, Germany, 1950-1951), Dorsey 

McSorley, (724) 832-1765 

FDR Lunch with Enlisted Men (Adak, 
AK, Jan 1944), William C. Maddox, (503) 
297-2919 

G CO 21St inf Rgt 24th Div (8055th MASH 
release Feb 1951), Charles E. Garrett, (731) 
422-2213 

George Co 2nd Pit 21st inf Rgt 24th Inf Div 
(Korea, Apr-Oct 1951), Fred J. Snyder, (309) 
787-4886 

Heyford Minutemen Precision Drill Team 
(RAF Upper Heyford, England, APO 
194, NY), Jim Seymour, (845) 454-6641, 
seymour116@msn.com 

Hotel Co 86th Rgt 10th Div (Schweinfurt, 
Germany, 1955-1956), Harley Noe, (319) 
377-3311 

HQ Btry 96th, 97th & 593rd Eng Depot Co 
60th Gen Depot (Guam, 1949-1951), R. 

Loughman, (740) 323-0789 
HQ Co AG Classification & Assignment 

(Fort Leonard wood, MO, 1952-1954), 

Walter Pritchard, (712) 542-4663, pritchard® 

heartland.net 
HQ & D Co 551st Guided Msl Bn 

(Birmingham Army Hosp Bdg, Van 

Nuys & Reseda, CA, 1956-1958), Loston 

McEvers, (337) 542-4586 

l Corps Bulleyes Baseball (Korea, 1958- 
1959), Les Gates, 7495 Brock Road, Plain 
City, OH 43064 



MATS 1503rd Support Sqdn (Agana NAS, 

1953-1954), Charlie Wyman, charlie.wyman 

©intercept.net 
Mukden Cable 8226th AU (All Repeater 

Stats from Pusan to Seoul, 1950- 

1954), Dick Johnston, (503) 282-6767, 

poekey30@aol.com 
Oliver Gen Hosp (Augusta, GA, 1943-1945), 

Ines Rodriguez, (305) 854-7630 
Pit 128 USMC (San Diego, 1945), Gerry 

Hansen, (605) 392-2538, lhgh@webtv.net 
Serv Co 31st Rgt 7th Div (Japan & Korea, 

1949-1951), James A. Adkins, (804) 740-3445 
SP-MP Det CCB 3rd Armd Div (Gelnhausen, 

Germany, July 1956-Nov 1958), Ray 

Moose, (253) 631-8115 
TUSLOG Det 4 (incirlik AFB, Turkey, Mar 

1965-Mar 1969), Jack A. Graf, (623) 322- 

5065, jack_graf@yahoo.com 
US Army Fireboat 3 501st Harbor Div 

(Pusan, Korea, 1952-1954), Frank W. 

Riggio, (760) 272-4408, cucinalibby@aol.com 
US Naval Comm Stat San Diego (Basketball 

Team, June 1952-Dec 1954), Howard "Rudy" 

Rudloff, 4237 N. 78th St., Omaha, NE 68134 
USAF Basic Tng Fit 3703 652/653 (Lackland 

AFB, TX, Aug-Nov 1958), Morris W. Price, 

(303) 373-0479, mwpri39@aol.com 
USCGC Southwind WAGB 280 (1967-1969), 

Robert F. Snyder Jr., (610) 777-0528 
USS Albany CA 123 (1948-1953), P A. 

Hayward, (757) 485-5103 
USS Harold E. Holt FF 1074 (Jan 1973-May 

1974), Carl T. Hughes Jr., (412) 784-5800, 

chughes55@comcast.net 
USS LCT 1251 (SOUth Pacific, 1944-1946), 

Elmer Hill, (863) 965-2669, elmerhil@gte.net 
USS Maul ARG 8 (Pacific, 1944-1946), 

Ellsworth Johnston, (518) 239-4237 
USS Mlspllllon AO 105/TAO 105 (1945- 

1993), Steve Dengler, (217) 438-3529, 

stevedsr@motion.net 
USS Monticello AP 61 (1945-1946), Ira Gilbert, 

(803) 278-0751, gilbermint® msn.com 
USS Rehoboth AVP 50 (1943-1946), Bob 

Hooffstetter, (614) 836-7365 
USS Relief ah 1 (South Pacific, 1944- 

1946), Leroy E. Heldman, (865) 693-9462, 

lsheldman@comcast.net 
USS Ruchamkin APD 89 (East Coast, 1962- 

1967), Ion W. Tharp, (417) 458-4481 
Vanikum, Germany, Attack (1945), Robert A. 

Reisner, (619) 582-7084, bobkassyreisner® 

webtv.net 



TAPS 



Victor v. Allegretti, Dept. of New York. 

Nat'l Law and Order Cmte. Memb. 1978- 
1979, Nat'l American Legion Insurance 
Cmte. Memb. 1980-2003 and Nat'l Legis. 
Cncl. Memb. 1983-1986. 

Ralph V. Cushman, Dept. of Indiana. Nat'l 
Veterans Preference Cmte. Memb. 1960- 
1968 and 1990-1997, Nat'l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Memb. 1961-1962, Dept. 
Cmdr. 1968-1969 and Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post 
Activ. Memb. 1969-1990. 

Nicholas J. Genetti, Dept. of 
Massachusetts. Nat'l Foreign Relations 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1981-2000 and Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
2000-2003. 

T. David Horton, Dept. of Nevada. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1975-1976 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 

1976- 1980. 

Martha M. McQuain, Dept. of Arkansas. 

Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 

1977- 1984 and Dept. Cmdr. 1987-1988. 
James D. valentine. Dept. of Indiana. 

Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1981-1982, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1982-1992, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. 
Memb. 1982-1983 and Nat'l Military Affairs 
Cmte. 1992-2003. 
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HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

• ALL MAKES & MODELS • TERMS ARRANGED 
- 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE * ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
• CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMA TION CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110 



u.s 


MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 




GTAGS 


i 


■) FREE CATALOG! 

W FREE SHIPPING! 

¥ TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 

f VETS SUPPLY LINE 

L 10550 CO. RD 81, #218 


PATCH 


DO 




W MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 

5% FREE RIBBON BAR MOUNTING - FAST DELIVERY 


m 

CO 


CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


WEB SITE: www.vetssupplyline.com 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: 
Joan Rizzo, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o Fox Associates, Inc., 347 
5th Ave., Suite 1110, New York, NY 10016. (212) 
725-2106, FAX (212) 779-1928. All Classified 
advertising is payable in advance by check or 
money order. Please make remittance payable 
to "The American Legion Magazine." RATES: 
$24 per word. Count street addresses and box 
numbers as two words; all city, state and zip 
codes as three words. CIRCULATION: 2,550,000 
per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy must 
be received 60 days before cover date of issue 
desired. All advertisements are accepted at the 
discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 

PERCEPTIVE, MASTERFUL, the best memoir 
about World War II, On the Road to Innsbruck 
and Back, by a dogface. ISBN 0-7596-1656-6. 
1st Books, (888) 280-7715. A must-read, a 
bargain. 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Ivy House Pub- 
lishing Group. Write: 5122 Bur Oak Circle, Dept. 
AL, Raleigh, NC 27612, (800) 948-2786. 

GREAT HOLIDAY READING GIFT! Go to 
www.amazon.com and order Soldiers in Siam. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

DRINK TOKENS. Catalog, (800) 233-0828. 

FOR SALE 

500 PENS with your logo, only $175. E-mail, 
kastaym@coqui.net. Telephone/fax, (787) 879- 
1905. 



fficia^Release, First Strike 

2004 

American 

Silver Eagle 




First 
strikes 

packaged at the mint in .T 
sealed rolls of 20 coins- 
Each coin 1 oz. of pure silver. " 

Minimum order 20 Coins or 
1 roll @ $149.80 +$9.00 (S&H) -^j- 
Total $158.80 per roll. Quantities are limited. 
Smaller quantities available at our web site 
USCOINS.COM. Delivery January 2004. 

Price subject to change without notice 

Eastern Numismatics Inc 

642 Franklin Ave Garden City, N.Y. 11530 

1-800-835-0008 



Credit Cards 
Accepted 



Tell The World YOU Served 

Military Rings- All Branches 

1000's of styles to choose from 
starting at $149 

TJ Jewelry 

857 E. White Mountain Blvd. 
Pinetop,AZ 85935 
1-800-544-9706 www.tjjewelry.com 




MISCELLANEOUS 



CIGARETTES AT DISCOUNT PRICES. Call toll-free, 
(877) 945-0862. Volume discounts, free shipping, 
free lighters. 

CIGARETTES START $9.75! Easy, fast, friendly, 
(877) 945-0704. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Works immediately. 
Buy 2, get 1 free, (800) 458-1613. 

COMPLETE THIS HANDBOOK to plan your funeral 
and put your affairs in order, $11.95. Omega 
Graphics, P.O. Box 172, Centreville, MD 21617, 
www, pa rti ngways. net. 

PATRIOTIC MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT, (573) 
634-4154. 

TOWER LEASES, www.walkertowers.com. 

PERSONALS 

WWW.ASIAN-WOMEN.COM, (808) 325-7707. 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879- 
4625. 

REAL ESTATE 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING and acreages, 
www.hunterslodge.info, (308) 745-1102. 

WANTED 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 455-2519. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

WINE & BEER MAKING 

FREE CATALOG, (800) 841-7404. Kraus, 
Box 7850-LM, Independence, MO 64054, 
www.eckraus.com/offers/lm.asp. 




AWARD CASES 

ALSO MEDALS AND RIBBONS 
Solid hardwood, gunstock walnut finish. Full 1" 
between glass and black, blue, red or white 
velvety mounting board. 5*x7" -$18.95, 
8"x10" -$24.95, 11 "x14" -$29.95, 
14"x20" - $39.95, 20 "x24" -$59.95. Add 
$5.00 shipping per case. (No P.O. Boxes) 
R. ANDREW FULLER COMPANY 

Box 2071-L, Pawtucket, Rl 02861 
VISA/MCAccepted (Writefor FREE Catalog) 



Diabetics 



FREE ACCU-CHEK COMPACT METER 



SELF CONTAINED STRIPS 

Eliminates Need to Carry Strips 

Call The Original 
Diabetic Hotline 

1 -800-785-3636 

No Upfront Costs J 



•Supplies are Medicare and Insurance Covered 
• Free Delivery to Your Home ■ No Paperwork 



MEN'S WIDE SHOES 



EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13 



• High quality 

• 200 styles 

• FREE catalog 



HITCHCOCK SHOESJNC. 

Dept. 5AHingham, MA 02043 
1-&0O992-WIDE www.wideshoes.com 
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5 



Hats* Shirts • Pins 
Patches* Flags & More 

Over 10,000 items!! 



1.877.241.8611 



Loose Dentures? 



PERMA-SOFT II 

Professionally reline your 
Dentures inexpensively at Home! 

»" One application lasts up to 2 years 
Tightens, Cushions and Stops Gum Shrinkage! 
| FREE Brochure Call: 1-800-988-9194 or Write 
| Pernia Labs, P.O. Box 134-L • Millersburg, Ohio 44654. 



IP 



3000 Official Medals, 
Badges, Patches & 
Insignia For • Army 
• Air Force • Marines 
» Navy • Coast Guard 

Call for your FREE Color Catalog 

M A e m d e a ^ f 1-800-486-1651 



vS*^SL @ www.usmedals.com 





I Hearing Aids ! Free Catalog ! 

E 




A-3976 Dept.L Chicago,!! 60690 




Need Sleep? <^ 

ADJUSTABLE BED* 




^^^800401-8692 

Or write to: Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds 
15950 Bernardo Center Dr., #B, San Diego, CA 92127 

www.sleep-comfort.com 



•HAT PINS • MEDALS * 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1 159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 




by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547AL, Peru, ll_ 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 



rrr^TTTTm 



BRIEFS £SS9P£S£ Medicare Pays 80% 



brand NEW, looks like reg. under- 
brief , super comfortable, invented 
& made in Europe, wear 24 hrs. 

■ i»A'j.w.ii.i.uds^%dr.in 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUAR. FREE Hernia-Booklet: 

CALL FREE 1-800-654-9884 (24 Hr.) 
www.herniabrief.com 




FREE BROCHURE 



2 SEAT BIKE 

DRIVES LIKE A CAR . 

• Easy to Pedal 

• Multi-Speed 

• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters 

• Optional Electric Motor\ 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 3386 • www.4wc.com/#3386 

IMIOAI\C # /AD Dept. 3386 • 125 Rhoades Lane 

KMVm/C/ IHK Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 



RHODES HEARING 
FREE CATALOG! 



A New Style in 
Military Rings 




Classic Military Rings are different from 
typical school-style service rings. They're 
incredibly detailed and cast solid for comfort 
and strength. Over 140 rings available in silver 
or solid gold. Men's ring prices start at $147. 

Call for a FREE color catalog: 
1-503-731-9256 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Military Rings, 
435 SE 85, Dept. A-104, Portland OR 97216. 
www.ClassicRings.com [Code A-104] 



IMPOTENCE 

• VACUUM THERAPY SYSTEM 

• 95% SUCCESS 

• FDA AND MEDICARE APPROVED 

Osco Savon Eckerd 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800- 475-3091 



injoy an active 
rewarding lifestyle! 

Scooter Lifts & Ramps Available 
Quality & Savings You Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter Discounters 




www. militarymatters.com 



^Military Matters-AL^ 

1304 Portland Ave 
Rochester, NY 146214 

10am - Spm Man, - Sat. 




MINI-CANAL m MEN...L00K TALLER! 



rriUIVI i>iyy ex Ur 



SAVE HUNDREDS! 
• 45 DAY TRIAL! 



CALL OR WRITE: 

RHODES HEARING 

201 R11 OHIO ST., 
Brookport, IL 62910 
-800-320-3300 EXT R1 



ELE VATORS^.Shoes that make you appear 
up to 3" taller. Over 100 styles. Money Back 
Guarantee. Hidden height increaser inside 
shoes. Making men taller since 1939. Call 
or write for FREE color catalog, 
www. el e vators hoes.com Z 9.htm 

ELEVATORS® A 

RICHLEE SHOE CO., DEPT. AL41 

P.O. BOX 3566, FREDERICK, MD 21705 



1-800-343-3810 



northAmerican Offers 
Moving Discounts 

save $$$ 

On Your Next 
Interstate Move! 

North American Van Lines offers 
American Legion members discounts 
on interstate moves. (Long Distance 
State to State). Let North American, 
the world's largest professional mover, 
transport your household goods with 
moving services to meet every need 
and budget. In addition to a discount, 
you will receive up to $50,000 coverage 
on your household goods at no charge. 

For more information or a free 
estimate call: North American Van 
Lines/Moving Solutions. 

1-800-524-5533 

Email: andy2828@aol.com 



DIABETES? 




GHI 

NO OUT OF POCKET COST 

US MANAGED (ARE 

NO OUT OF POCKET COST 

MEDICARE 

NO COST WITH SUPPLEMENT 

MULTIPLAN 

NO OUT OF POCKET COST 
1500 INSURANCE & UNION PLANS 



reeStyle 



STRIPS & METERS 

at LOW or NO COST to you! 


ASSIGNMENTACCEPIED 


FREE DELIVERY! 



1-800-440-2417 



PHARMACY DISTRIBUTOR SERVICES 




AS LARGEST 

"ONLINE NURSERY 



•SHADE TREES 


•FLOWER BULBS 


•FLOW. TREES 


•ROSES 


•NUT TREES 


•BERRY PLANTS 


•FLOW. SHRUBS 


•FRUIT TREES 


•EVERGREENS 


•HEDGES 


LOG ON TO 



www.AutumnRidgeNursery.com/AAF 



FREE CATALOG 



WE DO NOT SHIP TO 
CA-WA-AZ-AK-HI 



AUTUMN RIDGE NURSERY 

CALLER BOX 750-F 
McMINNVILLE, TN 37110 



OR CALL 

931 
474-3386 
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parting shots | 

If voting could really 
change things, 
Congress would 
make it illegal. 



A MECHANIC was busy remov- 
ing a cylinder head from the 
motor of a Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle when a well-known 
heart surgeon entered his shop. 
The surgeon was waiting for the 
service manager to take a look at 
his bike when the mechanic 
shouted across the garage, "Hey, 
doc, can I ask you a question? " 

The surgeon, a bit surprised, 
walked over. The mechanic 
straightened up, wiped his hands 
on a rag and asked, "Doc, look at 
this engine. I open its heart, take 
valves out, fix 'em, put 'em back 
in, and when I finish, it works just 
like new. So why do I get such a 
small salary and you get the really 
big bucks, when you and I are 
doing basically the same work?" 

The surgeon smiled, leaned 
over and whispered to the 
mechanic, "Try doing it with the 
engine running." 

A MAN AND HIS WIFE attended 
a marriage seminar on communi- 
cation. They listened to the 
instructor declare, "It is essential 
that husbands and wives know 
the things that are important to 
each other." He then asked the 




'ft 




Frosty's friends warned him about the 
risks, but in the end he decided to go 
ahead with the laser eye surgery. 



man, "Can you describe your 
wife's favorite flower?" 

The man leaned over, touched 
his wife's arm and whispered, 
"Pillsbury All-Purpose, right?" 

A TEACHER explained to her 
Sunday School class how God 
created everything, including 
human beings. Little Johnny 
seemed especially interested 
when she told the children how 
Eve was created from one of 
Adam's ribs. Later in the week, 
Johnny's mother noticed him 
lying down as though he were ill. 
"What's the matter?" she asked. 
Johnny answered, "I have a pain 
in my side. I think I'm going to 
have a wife." 

THREE BOYS are in the 

schoolyard bragging about their 
fathers. The first boy says, "My 
dad scribbles a few words on a 
piece of paper and calls it a 
poem, and they give him $50." 
The second boy says, "That's 
nothing. My dad scribbles a few 
words on a piece of paper and 
calls it a song, and they give 
him $100." The third boy says, 
"I got you both beat. My dad 
scribbles a few words on a piece 
of paper and calls it a sermon. It 
takes eight people to collect all 
the money!" 



Washington 
Medical 
Center 




"The senator seems to be out of 
danger and \s responding well to 
taxpayers' money." 

A GUY DECIDED to take his 
girlfriend to her first football 
game. They had great seats right 
behind the bench. After the 
game, he asked her how she liked 
the experience. 

"Oh, I really liked it," she said, 
"especially the tight pants and all 
the big muscles. But I just can't 
understand why they were 
fighting over 25 cents." 

Dumbfounded, her boyfriend 
asked, "What do you mean?" 

"Well," she replied, "I saw them 
flip a coin and one team got it. For 
the rest of the game, all they kept 
screaming was, 'Get the quarter 
back! Get the quarter back!'" 
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Asbestos 



j t ^Cancer Hits 
* - Former 




Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm* 




Defeating today's Goliaths' 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 



The David Law Firm, P.C.* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



N Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



Special one-time 
get acquainted 
offer on 
our finest 

NO IRON 

Polyester 
Gabardines. 
ACT 
NOW! 




3 for 42.65 4 for 55.25 



Waist Sizes: 
32 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 42 44 

Big Men (just $5.50 more per pair): 
46 48 50 52 54 



Inseams: 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 



american | 
■exeress 
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WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 




Silver Heather 








\m 


Black 








im 


Navy 








02 


Tan 








12 


Light Green 








04 


Brown 









'■■■pB^AWBy?^ "J 3452 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Address 




or visit us at 

www.haband.com 



. Apt. # . 



I City & State . 



Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



